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Vol. 3, No. 3 

Dear Cousins: 

THE 
PARKHURST FAMILY 

JOURNAL 
A family-oriented publication August 1997 

In reviewing some of the early editions, I find that some of the promised articles 
have fallen by the wayside. One article in particular was a continuation of the Parkhurst 
participation in the "Revolutionary War", which, was to have been in this edition. Time 
has a way of slipping by, like a thief in the night, especially when you have bitten off more 
than you can chew. So, I must apologize for my failure to keep my promises. A lesson 
learned here is to not make commitments of specific subjects to the future. Be reassured 
that the "lost" stories and articles will surface in time. 

Then we have, the best made plans of mice and men that often go astray, and in the 
case of this Journal, it happens now and then. Maybe we don't have enough men to 
overcome the mice. The mice are the problem you know. That brings us to the 5th grade 
math problem. A great lesson in frustration. If anyone was able to solve the problem with 
its missing parts, you should be the undisputed head of MIT. Below is the corrected 
version of the problem. See if you can solve it without looking at the solution at the end of 
this edition . 

5th Grade Math Problem 
Use numbers 0-9, one number is missing. Answer in Vol 3 #3. 

• Fill in the numbers. 

• What is the missing number? 'Y 

□□ 
+DD 

_J, 
+_JI. 

nn 7,U 
" 

CxLJ=LJ ~+~+:J=7n-

n-L=f: 

In regards to my hospital stay, what was supposed to have been a one and a half hour operation, 
and oing home the next day, turned into a three and a half hour operation and two months in the hospital. 
I am at home now, but still being treated as an out-patient. There is a light at the end of the tunnel. By the 
time you receive this edition I should be fit as a fiddle. Thank you one and all for your concern, I'm sure 
it has helped in my recovery . 

Editor 
WIiliam P. Parkhurst 



Who's Who 

Parkhurst, Raymond Thurston, BSc (Agr), MSc, PhD; Director of South Central Poultry Research Laboratory, State 
College Mississippi, 1960-68, retired; b. Everett, Massachusetts, USA, 24 April 1898, only son of Fred Lincoln and Celeste 
Elizabeth Parkhurst; m. 1922, Norma F. Langroise; one s, one d Educ:Fitchburg (Mass.) High School; Universities of 
Massachusetts, Idaho, and Edinburgh. Extension Poultryman, Iowa State College, 1919-21; Professor of Poultry Husbandry, 
Experiment Station Poultry Husbandman, and head, Dept. of Poultry Husbandry, University of Idaho, 1921-27; Director, 
Brit. Nat. Institute of Poultry Husbandry, 1927-32; Head, Department Agrculture Research, National Oil Products Co., 
I 932-38; Head, Dept. of Poultry Husbandry, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 1938-44; Director, Nutrition and 
Research, Flory Milling Co., 194449; Director of Nutrition and Research, Lindsey-Robinson and Company, Roanoke, Va. 
USA, 1949~; Member numerous Poultry, Livestock and Scientific Assocs, etc.; First President of British Poultry 
Education Association. Publictions: Vitamin E in relation to Poultry; The comparative Value of various Protein Feeds for 
Laying Hens; Factors Affecting Egg Size; Mixed Protein Foods for Layers; The Influence of Anterior Pituitary Sex 
Harmone Substances on Laying Fowls; Rickets and Perosis in Growing Chickens; Rexing the Rabbit; Com Distillers By- • 
Products in Poultry Rations; Calcium and Manganese in Poultry Nutrition; Crabmeal and Fishmeal in Poultry Nutrition; 
Farm Poultry Management; Commercial Broiler Raising; Gumboro Disease, etc.; papers dealing with rearing and nutrition 
of poultry, farm animals, and pets. Recreations: swimming, bridge, stamps, coins. Club: Kiwanis International. (Who's Who 
1972, vol 1, no. 1). 

Parkhurst, John Foster, jurist; b. Wellsboro, Pa., Feb. 17, 1843; s. Dr. Curtis and Jane (Kasson) P.; ed pub. schs., 
Lawrenceville, Pa.; studied law in office of Judge Guy H. McMaster, Bath, N.Y.; m. Bath, N.Y., July 22, 1886, Alice, d. 
Judge Guy H. McMaster. Admitted to bar, Rochester, N.Y., 1865; partner with Judge McMaster, 1872-87; del-at-large State 
Const'l Conv., 1894 (mem. judiciary and suffrage corns.; chmn. com on county, town and village offices); Judge State 
Court of Claims, 1887-1901; justice Supreme Court, by appmt., 1901-02, elected, 1902, for term expiring Dec., 31, 1916. 
Republican. Chmn Rep. co. com., Stuben Co., 1889-1901; mem. Rep. State Com..,1890-1901; del. Rep. Nat. convs., 1888, 
1896, 1900, alternate del-at large, 1892. (Who's Who in America, 1903-05, pg 1132).(John Foster died, 21 Feb 1906, at 
Bath, Steuben Co. , NY. His lineage: John Foster-9, Curtis-8, John-7, Josiah-6, Josiah-5, John-4, John-3, George-2, 
George-].- GP/, pg. 349). 

• 

Parkhurst, John Giblon, lawyer; b. Oneida Castle, N.Y., Apr. 17, 1824; s. Stephen and Sally (Gibson) P.; grad Oneida • 
Acad., 1843. Read law office of Graves and Dodge, 1843-7; admitted to N.Y. bar 1847; practiced Oneida Co., N.Y., 1847-9; 
practiced in Mich., 1849-61; sec. Nat. Dem. Con., Charleston, 1860; enlisted Union army, Sep. 10, 1861; served Lt~l. 
and col. 9th Mich inf.; provost marshal-gen. Dept of the Cumberland; provost marshal-gen. Mil. Div. of the Tenn.; brig.-
gen. vols. on staff Gen. George R Thomas, 1862-5; U. S. marshal. dist of Mich., 1866-9; resumed; E. E. and M. P. of U. S. 
to Belgium, 188-9. Democrat. Unmarried (Who's Who in America, 1903-05, pg 1132). (Gen John Gibson died 6 May 1906, 
at Coldwater, Branch Co., MI. His lineage: John Gibson-7, Stephen-6, John-5, John-4, Joseph-3, Joseph-2, George-I.-
GP/, pg. 249).(See Vol. 1, # 2, for indepth study of Gen. John Gibson). 

Parkhurst, John Adelbert, astronomer; b. Dixon, lli., Sept. 24, 1861; s. Sanford Britton and C~ (Hublmd) P.; AB., 
Wheaton (Ill.) Coll., 1897; S.B., Rose Poly. Inst., Terre Haute, Ind., 1886, S.M, 1897: m. Anna Greenleaf, Terre Haute, 
Nov. 21, 1888. With pvt. astron. obs., Marengo, m., 1892-7; with Yerkes Obs. since 1898, successively as vol. research 
asst., asst. Carnegie investigator in stellar photometry, instr., asst prof. and as asso. prof astronomy since 1919. Mem. Am. 
Astron. Soc., Am. Asm. Variable Star Observers, British Royal Astron. Soc., Astronomische Gesellschaft. Cong1ist. 
Author:Spectra of Stars of Secchi's Fourth Type (with Hale and Ellerman), 1903; Researchers in Stellar Photometry, 1906. 
Home: Williams BAy, Wis. (Who's Who in America, 1924-25).(Died 1 Mar 1925. He married, second, Ella Woodruff, died 
age 28. His lineage: John Adelbert-9, Sanford Briton-8, John-7, Alpheus-6, William-5, George-4, John-3, George-2, 
George-}. GPJ, pg. 402). 

Parkhurst, Norman E (ugene), business exec.; b. Millville, N.J., May 23, 1899; s. Wilbert P. and Benha Jane (Leack:) P.; 
student pub. schs.; m. Lavinia Mitchel, Dec. 24, 1925; children- Wilbert Nicholas, Norman Eugene, Howard Allen. Began 
with father in citrus plantation, P.R, organized, Inc., 1943 under name Parldmrst Canning Co., Inc., since serving as pres., 
0tganized, 1948, since pres. Frozen Fruit Concentrates, Inc., Bayamon, P.R; dir. San Jaun Grove Corp. Mem. bd. dirs. Am. 
Cancer Soc. of P.R Committeeman, finance chmn. Rep. Nat. Com. in P.R ; elected mem. group of92 to write Constn. for 
P.R, 1951 (known as Constn. of Commonwealth of P.R). Mem.. Selective Service Bd. Bayamon, 1942-47. Member P.R 
Canners Asm (treas.), Pineapple Growers Asm. (treas.), Insular C. of C. (dir.). Mem. Union Ch. (San Jaun). Mason, Lion 
(pres.). Clubs: Puerto Rico Casino (San Jaun); Spanish Casino (Bayamon); Exchangs (district gov. P.R). (Who's Who in 
America, 1962-63). (Very little is known about this family. They are well known in Puerto Rico, if anyone can fill Peter G. 
Parkhurst in with more details about Norman E. Parkhurst, or details on any of the other Who's Who persons, please write 
to him at 12143 Hilltop Drive, Los Altos Hills, CA 94024). 
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Who's Who. cont'd 

Park.hunt, Ndson Mitchell, ednl adminstr.; b. Trafalgar, Ind., Jan 20, 1914; s. Ed. G. and Mayme (Nay) P.; B.S., Purdue 
U., 1938, MS., 1943; m. Annie Laurie White, Aug 20, 1939; children - Roger W., Bruce W. Tchr., Morristown, Jackson 
Twp., West Point, Ind high scbs. 1938-41, 42-43; Asst. dir. admissions Purdue, 1946-7, asst. registar, 1947-51, asso. 
registar, 1951-57, registar and faculty sec., 1957-. Active Boy Scouts Am., Klondike P.T.A , West Lafayette YMCA 
Served with USAAF, 1941-45. Mem. Am., Ind assns. collegiate registrars and admissions officers, Ind. School mens Club, 
N.E.A , Wabash Investment Club, Phi Delta Kappa. Rotarian. Mem. Federated (Baptist and Disciples) Ch. {trustee). (Who's 
Who in the Midwest, 1963-64).(Nelson Mitchell's lineage: Nelson Mitchell-JO, Edward Guy-9, Robert M-8, Robert Calvin-
7, Daniel-6, Ezekiel-5, John-4, Benjamine-3, Benjamine-2, George-].- GP/, pg. 573). 

Parkhunt, Todd Shddon, lawyer, b. Evanston, ill., Mar. 8. 1941; s. Don A and Ruth Ellen (Sheldon) P.; m. Karen Judy 
Huckleberry, Sept. 2, 1968 (dee. 1968); m. Beverly Ann Susler, Aug. 15 1976. B.S. in Gen. Engmg., U. ID., 1963; JD, U. 
Pa., 1966. Bar: Ill., U.S. Supreme Ct. 1973, U.S. Ct. Appeals (7th, 5th, Fed cirs.) 1966. Assoc. Wolfe, Hubbard, Voit & 
Osann, 1968-72; assoc. and ptnr. Trexler, Wolters, Bushnell & Fosse, Chgo., 1972-84; prtnr. Jenner & Block. Chgo., 1984-
87; prtnr. and mgr. Intellectuall Property Practice Schiff Hardin & Waite, Chgo., 1987-; adj. prof. John Marshall Law 
Sch. Chgo., 1980-84, Ill. Inst. Tech.-Chgo. Kent Law Sch. 1989-. Contbr. articles to profl. jours. Hearing officer ill. 
Pollution Control Bd., 1972-. Capt., C.E. and Contracting Officer U.S. Army, 1~. Mem. Chgo. Bar Assn., Patent 
Law Assn. Chgo., Chgo Lit. Club (pres. 1989-90), Adventures Club Chgo. (sec. 1988). Methodist. Avocations: flying, scuba 
diving, photography. (Who's Who in America. 1992-93).(J'odd's lineage: Tod Sheldon-11. Don A.-10, Zeldon Archibald-9. 
Phineas William-8, Zelotes-7,Joseph-6, Joseph-5. John-4. Joseph-3, Joseph-2. George-1.- GPI. pg. 451, starting with 
Zeldon). 

Park.hunt, Frederic Hale, governor of Maine (1921), was born at Unity Maine, Nov. 5, 1864; son of Jonathon Fuller and 
Susan (Haskell) Parkhurst. He was graduated LLB. at the Columbian law school, Washington, D.C .. , in 1887; and was 
admitted to the Maine bar the same year. He opened a law office at Bangor, Maine but never engaged actively in the 
practice of law, early becoming identified with the manufacture of trunks, bags, harness, saddelry and other leather goods in 
a business established by his father at Bangor in 1866. He succceed bis father as president of the J. F. Parkhurst and Son 
Co. on the death of the latter and held that position until 1921. His public career began in 1893 with his election to the 
Bangor common council, of which he was president in 1894, and from that time until his death he was an active figure in 
the political life of his state. He was chairman of the commission which erected the Bangor city hall in 1894, served in the 
Maine house ofrepresentatives in 1895-96 and 1899-1902 and in the state senate in 1907-08, and as chairman of the 
highways committee of the latter body he drafted the law creating the state highways commission and initiating the first 
effective system of public highways in the state. During 1901-04 he was commissary-general on the staff of Governor Hill, 
with the rank of colonel. A delegate to the Republican national convention in 1900, he later served ten years as a member 
and four years as chairman of the Bangor Republican city committee, was chairman of the Republican state committee 
during 1913-16 and in the congressional election campaign of 1918 was fflistant to Will H. Hays chairman of the 
Republican national committee. During the World War he took leading part in various Liberty Loan and other campaigns 
and in 1920 was elected governor of Maine on the Republican ticket by the largest plurality ever given a gubernatorial 
candidate in the state's history but served less than a month of his term . Parkhurst was a member of the American Maine 
and Penobscot County bar associations, the University and Home Market clubs of Boston and several local clube of Bangor, 
He was a man of strong personality, a gifted public speaker and a lover of outdoor life. He was married twice: (1) in 
Washington, D.C., Sept. 21, 1887, to Marie Jennings, daughter of Samuel Chester Reid, a Washington lawyer; he was later 
divorced; (2) at Bangor, Maine, June 1, 1911, to Dorothy, daughter of Charles Woodman, of that place. By the first 
marriage he bad two children: Dorothy and Samuel Chester Reid Parkhurst; by the second marriage two daughters, Edith, 
wife ot Robert W. Skinner the 3rd and Patricia Hale Parkhurst. His death occurred at Augusta, Maine, Jan. 31, 1921. (I'he 
National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, Volume XXJ-7, 1937). (See Bio on J. F. Parkhurst.Fredrick Hale's father this 
issue. Fredrick's lineage: Frerick Hale-9, Jonathan Fuller-8. Hale-7, Nathan-6, Jonathan-5, George-4. John-3, George-2, 

George-I). 

The Cumberland General Store, Route 3, Crossville, TN, 38555, Has a 290 page catalog full of every­
thing you could buy in the 1800's. The catalog sells for $3.00. It is a real view into the past. Be aware 
though, there is a big difference in prices. Cumberland's Two seat General Purpose Buggy with rubber 
tires, $5,000.00. The same buggy in the 1902 Sears Roebuck Catalog sold for a mere $67.35. Or if you 
would like a pot bellied stove from Cumberlands for $385.00; Sears sold the comparable stove for $5.75. 
Hand pump for your kitchen sink, Cumberland, $168.00; Sears, brass-lined hand pump, $2.30. Girls, how 
about a 16 inch china doll?, Sears $.50, Cumberland, $74.38. 



Devdopment of Surnames 

It has been learned from Ewen's History that prior to the Norman Conquest of England in I 066, 
people had only one name. Some of the names had a descriptive suffix. King William I of England, who 
reigned,1066-1087, is an example. William was an illegitimate son of Robert I, Duke of Normandy, and 
his mistress. William was known as "William the Bastard" until after he had demonstrated his military 
abilities. He lead the Norman army into England, defeating King Harold, and conquering England. After 
which he was known as "William the Conqueror". 

By the end of the twelth century, most of the people had a description with their name ( except 
some of the poorer class of people). These descriptions then developed into surnames. 

All surnames fall into one of four categories - [I] Characteristic - from unusual appearences, 
character, physical attributes, actions in habits, race. [2] Local - from place of residence, property, place 
of work, topographical features, trees, rivers, etc. [3] Genealogical - from old English or Anglo-Saxon 
names and words of an earlier period. [4] Occupational - from office, profession. military rank, trade or 
vocation. 

There had been an infusion of several languages into England. In addition to the original Celtic 
language, Latin, came in with the Roman occupation during the first four centuries, AD -- the Anglo­
Saxon language from their invasion during the 5th and 6th centuries, the invasions of the Norsemen 
(Vikings) in the 8th, 9th, and 10th centuries (their language was simular to the Anglo-Saxon's) --- and 
finally the Norman French during and after the Norman Conquest in the 11th century when Latin became 
the official language. 

All records, tax lists, rolls of the Hundreds, Manors and court records were in Latin. This was 
because Latin, along with Greek, was taught in all the learning institutions. From th 14th century on. the 
surnames, (some in Celtic, Anglo-Saxon. Norman French and Latin), were becoming Anglicized. The 
only di¢onaries were those that gave the English meaning of some Latin words and were used o{l1y by 
the scholars. It was not until the 16th and 17th centuries that the spelling of words became standardized. 
During this period, changes were made in the spelling of many names. 

Since there was no standard spelling of words, nor had letters taken on universal sounds, scribes 
spelled names as they thought best. The letters "th" in some of the names caused trouble and was treated 
in three different ways. 

[I] By omitting "th", as AEthe/ becoming AEI, giving us Aylward in place of AEthelweard and 
Alwin for AEthelwine. 

[2] By turning "th" into "t", thus Thurbeorht becomes Turbett. 
[3) By turning "th" into "d" when "th" occurs in the middle of a name, as AEthelwine becomes 

Ad/in and/or Eldin. 
Other exchanges in the spelling of names was the interchanges between the letters "e", "i" and "y". 

Consonants, except "h, j, g, v" and "w" were regularly doubled. Grenewod became Grt:J:11Wood -- Coke 
became CQfl/re, and Reve became Re.e.ve. ( The TEED Family Tree, Winter 1996). 

More "tid-biu" from the TEED Family Tree 

"Mayflower" Ship Recycled - What happened to the famous ship ''Mayflower" that brought the first 
settlers to America? 

A bill of sale, dated 1624, verified the sale of the "Mayflower" to William Russell, a farmer in 
Buckinhamshire, England. At the current rate of exchange, Russell paid $384 for the hull of the ship. 

It was moved to his farm, placed upside down on a foundation. and used as a barn. 

• 

• 

• 
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More "tid-bits" - cont'd 

If you find "DPS" on your ancestors tombstone --- or the inscription Decessit Sine Prole - you 
have a real problem. In Latin it means "Died Without Issue." 

After searching the Parish Register for 8 years for a name to match the initials H. W. P. found on 
a stone slab in his churchyard, the retired Rev. Philip Randall,finally solved the mystery. The initials stand 
for Hot Water Pipe. 

Most of the 1890 US Census records were lost in a fire in 1921, that burned the Department of 
Commerce building in Washington, D. C. Less than 1% of the 1890 Census was saved. This left a big gap 
in the records between 1880 and the 1900 Census records, and has made genealogy research difficult. 

Of Saints and Sinnen, History of Dartmouth College, 1828-1863. 

On the evening of April 14,1845, a beastly fellow, named Parkhurst, living on the southwest edge 
of the village, was, after repeated warnings, subjected by vigilance committee of the students to a 
substantial coat of tar and feathers, for keeping a vile house and compelling his wife and daughter to a life 
of prostitution. The immediate occasion of the outbreak was that Parkhurst forced his fourteen-year-old 
daughter to dance naked, for a $5. fee, in a student's room in the college buildings. 

The procession which seized him was commanded by Robert Colby of the senior class and Daniel 
S. Hough of the junior class. They took him to the rear of the college buildings and held a trial. Parkhurst 
was formally condemmed. He was then taken to the top of Sand Hill where the tar and feathers were 
administered. The feathers were obtained from the pillow which a student ripped open for the occasion. 
Amid the jeers of the crowd, Parkhurst was then marched back to his home to the accompaniment of 
military music. He was ~pared a ride upon a rail only after his promise, exorted by the threat of worse 
things to come, that he would quit the town within a week. Five students were dismissed for being 
present at the dancing. ([rue Democrate, April 18, 1845; and statements of Dr. J. W Barstow of the class of'l846; 

records of the faculty). 

Stags and Such 

Janet L Parkhunt of Swartz Cree~ Michigan, writes: "Could you furnish any info on the family 
crest? Our family is very interested in deer hunting and it seems a coincidence that there are four stags on 
the crest". 

Ans: According to "The Oxford Guide to Heraldry", Oxford University Press, 1988; 
pg 64, The Shield of Arms: "The stag signifies poverty in youth and wisdom in war'~ 
pg 86, Crests: ''It was not until the early seventeenth century that different helmets began to be used 
according to rank. The present practice in England is that helmets of the Sovereign and Royal Princes 
are gold, barred and affronty (front view); those of peers are silver with gold bars and in profile; those 
of honorary knights, knights, and baronets are steel with raised visor and affronty; and those of esquires 
and gentlemen are of steel with a'c/osed visor in profile . 

Janet also writes: "Your journal has helped my husband develop an interest in his genealogy. In 
my family, (Mulcahy), my father especially has always been interested in our history, and has a huge file 
of information. So, I'm happy that now we have another simular interest. Thank you". - Janet L. 
Parkhurst. 



In the heart of the redwoods, by William P Parkhurst. 

Mathias A. Parkhurst, owner of a fledgling lumber business, and Dr. Robert Orville Tripp, a 
dentist from San Fransisco, joined forces and opened a country store in the heart of San Mateo County, 
Calif. in 1851 . It was the only store between San Fransisco and Santa Clara in the heart of the redwoods 
complete with lumberjacks and grizzly bears. Parkhurt's lumber business supplied lumber for the building 
boom caused by the 1849 gold rush. The mill was one of the first to make shingles. At the same time, it 
provided logs to be used as pilings along the San Francisco waterfront. • 

Within two years some thirty families moved into the area along with 1,000 lumberjacks. In 1854 
a branch post office was opened and the area known as Red Woods became Woodside, as it is known to 
this day. The store was like a mini shoping mall. Dr. Tripp pulled teeth, the stage coach stopped there 
twice a day, and there was a circulating library with over 200 books to lend. They sold everything a 
lumberjack might need, as well as fancy candy for the youngsters. Horses were for rent and you could put 
your money in their safe, (the only armored safe in the area). Parkhurst and Tripp denied that the store 
served as a saloon. However, a great stoneware jug sat at the end of the counter, and customers would 
make a purchase and lay down a little more cash than was their purchase, then go to the end of the 
counter and help themselves to a mug of whiskey. 

Matthias Alfred Parkhurst, born 5 Jan 1828, in Lowell, Mass., son of Matthias Parkhurst, (1795-
1877), and Eliza Andrews, (1807-1846), died 18 Sep 1863. Dr. Tripp continued to operate the store until 
his death 1909. The store was purchased by San Mateo County in 1940, and in 1947 was opened as 
county museum. If you visit the store today it will take you back to life of the late 1800's. Although gone 
are the redwoods and the grizzly bears. 

Woodside f..itlrary Cclec1ionlJ. ~ 

Our Regional Heritage 
This photo of the Woodside Store was taken in 1870, 16 years after it was built aJ the comer 

~:Nhal.-is now Tripp and Kings Mountain roads, by Dr. Orville Tripp and Mathias 
c.J:'!:'kh,;ij;}'oday, the store is the oldest public building in San MaJeo County and is on the 

n'fitfiliial register of historic places. -

• 
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In the book, "LEADING BUSINESS MEN of BANGOR, ROCKLAND and VICINTY", Mercantile 
Publishing Company, 1888, we found the following: 

- -;;~---

-:, ..... - . 

·, , //A_:.,. . 
- ..:_...:..~ _,cc._ 

J. F. Parkhunt & Son, Dealers in saddlery Hardware, and manufacturers of Trunks, Bags, etc., Main 
and Rowe Streets. Among the absolute essentials of traveling there are none more important than good 
Trunks, Bags, and Valises. The numerious vexations and losses which occur from inferior goods in this 
line, make it a matter of truest economy to patronize only the best and most reliable manufacturers and 
dealers. The well-known house of J. F. Parkhurst & Son has been a recognized in the manufacture and 
sale of first-class Trunks, Bags and Sample Cases. In addition to their extensive manufacturing, they carry 
the largest and finest stock of Saddlery Hardware to be found in New England. They also carry Robes, 
Blankets, and a full line of Carriage and Sleigh Trimmings. The senior member of the present firm 
established himself here twenty-one years ago. By strict attention to the business it has grown until they 
found they required more spacious accommodations. Yet not finding it, they concluded to fit up their 
large Trunk factory on Main Street, thereby consolidating their business under one roof The building is 
44 x 90, five stories high, and supplied with an elevator to transport goods from bottom to top. It is one 
of the finest arranged stores to be found in New England, which gives much credit to the genuis of its 
members. Their goods are sold at wholesale in Maine, Massachusetts and New Hampshire. Their 
purchases are made from leading manufacturers throughout the country. You will always find them busy, 
yet ready to show you all the new and latest styles of Trunks, Bags, and Sample Cases, and a complete 
assortment of the richest and best Horse Jewelry, in which much interest is now manifested by the 
admirers of stylish teams. All their work is reliable and a model of fine workmanship and durability, and 
has the highest commendations of their large trade. The members of the firm are Mr. J. F. Parkhurst, and 
Mr. F. H. Parkhurst. They are natives of Unity, Waldo county, Me., where the senior member was 
engaged in trade in the towns of Unity, Freedom and China. Starting in 1855, upon his return from 
California, where he spent five years crossing the plains in 1854-with a drove of cattle taken from the 
wilds of Missouri, he had one partner and employed five men-taking on hundred and sixty head of cattle, 
and six months time to reach California. Those were days, as they say, that tried men's souls. But, we 
were boys-yet it was all the same. Coming to Bangor in 1866, locating where he now resides, he has , as 
before, achieved a most honorable and enduring success as a leading businessman and citizen. 



J, F. Parkhurst & Son, cont'd 

DR. E. C. Buker's Great Kidney Remedy 

"J. F. Parkhurst & Son are also General Agents for Dr. E. C. Buker's Great Kidney Remedy, 
which has never failed to relieve or cure the thousands who have already taken it. It is harmless, yet 
effective. Men who have suffered much pain and had to be put under the influence of ether from six to 
twelve hours to get rest, have been relieved in four hours and cured, by using one box. Men do not suffer, 
when you can get such speedy relief, and for once say you were not humbugged. It has no Equal. Send 
for testimonials, freely given by reliable men, if you doubt in the least what we say. Price only 50 cents, 
sent to any address and town by mail. Money refunded if it does not do all we say". 

Jonathan Fuller Parkbunt (Hale-7, Nathan-6, Jonathan-5, George-4, John-3, George-2, George-I). 
Son of Hale and Judith Fuller P. Born, 27 Feb 1829, in Unity, Waldo Co., ME. Died, 23 Mar 1902, in 
Unity, Waldo Co., ME. 
He married, first, Mary D. Fowler Nov. 1855. Born, 1831, Died, 28 Jan 1860. Children: 

t . Walter D. Parkhurst, Born, 29 Dec 1856, in Waldo Co., ME. Died, 15 Feb 1878 in Waldo 
Co., ME. Walter never married. 

He married, second, Susan Ann Haskell, 19 Aug 1860, in Unity, Waldo Co., ME. Born, 13 Feb 1836, in 
Knox Co., ME. Died, 21 Dec 1914, Bangor, Penobscot Co., ME. Children: 

11. Mary Lucinda Parkhurst. Born, 19 Aug 1861, in Unity, Waldo Co., ME. She married Albert 
Noyes. 

111. George H. Parkhurst. Born Apr 1863, in ME. Died before 1873 in ME. 
iv. Fredrick Hale Parkhurst. (See biography in Who's Who this edition). 
v. Esther B. Parkhurst. Born, 3 Mar 1872, in Bangor, Penobscot Co., ME. Died 11 Dec 1922, 

in Arlington, NJ. She married Harold Beneihet, Apr 1898. 
(From, George Parkhurst Increasings For Nine Generations., GPI, pg. 393. By Peter G. Parkhurst). 

Is this what you have been waiting for? 

5th Grade Math Problem 
Use numbers 0-9, one number is missing. Answer in Vol 3 #3. 

7 0 3 
& '-I Cf 

• Fill in the numbers. 

/ 8 s;- • What is the missing number? Z 
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He will be missed. 

One of our dear cousins Glenn Park.hunt Smith passed away on 16th of June 1997, at Batavia, 
Illinois, at the age of 85. He was born, 26 February 1912, on the family farm in Oswego, Illinois. The son of 
Royce Edward Smith, (1877-1952) and Amy Effie Parkhurst (1878-1961). 

Glenn met his wife Marie at Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. They were married in December, 
1936, at Oswego, Illinois. Although raised on the farm, Glenn's passion in life was music. He began his music 
teaching career in Tribune, Kansas, then to Illinois, and in 1950 at the University of Michigan, where he 
became the instructor of trombone and low brass instruments. Glenn retired thirty years later as Professor 
Emeritus of Trombone, and has received the Citation of Merit from the University of Michigan School of 
Music Alumni Society. 

In retirement, Glenn' s life revolved around his three favorite hobbies: roses, antique restoration, 
and genealogy. Glenn grew 225 roses at his home in Ann Arbor, Michigan. He won many awards for his prize 
roses and his prize winning photographs of his roses. His photographs appeared many times on the cover of 
the American Rose Magazine. 

Glenn spent nineteen years doing genealogy research in libraries, churches, and cemeteries, 
throughout New England and Europe. Two of his family histories have been placed in the Mormon Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. In tracing his father's line, (Smith) Glenn came to an abrupt end with 
his grandfather, Edward A Smith, (1848-1935), and grandmother, Anna Reed, (1848-1939). Not to give up 
he pursued the Parkhurst line to great success. Glenn made a substantial contribution to Peter G. Parkhurst's 
data base, which at this time has over 30,000 Parkhurst related names in it. 

Glenn is survived by His wife, Marie; daughters Beverly, Marjorie, Jackie; son David; their spouses 
Donald, Terry and Judy; and four grandchildren. 

A special thanks to Glenn's daughter, Beverly Smith Hagner, who supplied us with a nice letter 
and Glenn's Eulogy, (paraphrased here). Beverly tells us that she and her husband are going to spend a few 
months in Cambridge, England. They plan to visit Bishop Parkhurst's tomb, and spend some time on the Isle 
of Wight. We are looking forward tothe Parkhurst treasures they will bring back and hopefully will share with 
us. 

We also want to tip our hat to Beverly for her zeal to continue to pursue the Parkhurst name and 
history. Three cheers for Beverly. 

"So we went to Atari and said, 'Hey, we've got this amazing thing, even built with 
some of your parts, and what do you think about funding us? Or we'll give it to you. We just 
want to do it. Pay our salary, we'll work for you.' And they said, 'No.' So we then went to 
Hewlett-Packard and they said, 'Hey, we don't need you. You havent got through college 
yet.,,, 

-Apple Computer Inc. founder Steve Jobs on attempts to get Atari and H-P interested 
in his and Steve Womiak' s personal computer. 

Saving the best for last. By the Editor 

It is with great gratitude that I want to thank Betsy Parkhunt for her fine effort in putting togeather 
our last issue while I was in the hospital. A thank you to my son Steven P. Parkhunt for expediting the 
printing of the journal. And to Betsy's parents, Barbara J. Wardenburg and Peter G. Parkhunt a heart 
felt thank you for their support and getting the journal in the mail on time. 

P.S. Don't forget the "Parkhunt Gathering" at Barbara and Peter's home on Saturday, August 16th 1997, 
see you there. 
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Vol. 3, No. 4 

Dear Cousins: 

THE 
PARKHURST FAMILY 

JOURNAL 
A family-oriented publication October 1997 

The most important news of the year has to be the marriage of Theresa E. Ludwig and 
Allen G. Parkhurst on Saturday, September sixth, nineteen hundred and ninety-seven. 
Allen who lives in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, said in letter to Peter. "/ think I'm pretty brave 
taking on a new wife at 87". Yes indeed, what an inspiration. Allen was our premier guest 
at our reunion last year, (1996). He says he will bring his new bride to next years reunion. 
Until then maybe we can receive some photo's to share with everyone. 

It is subscription renewal time again. We are still about even with our original group of 
subscribers. We have lost a few and gained a few, however it would be nice to have a lot 
more. We are asking for your help to increase our readership. The more Parkhurst families 
we can get involved the bigger our story resources will be . 

As you know I try to keep subscriptions on a yearly basis, that is from February to 
February. I do realize that this not always possible. So if anyone feels they are owed some 
back issues or next years subscription, please let me know, so I can make things right. 

Some times the articles I print, (excluding those I write, not that mine are always perfect), 
are not grammatically correct. The reason for that is a personal preference on my part to 
print the stories exactly as they were originally written. This preserves the flavor or style 
of writing at that particular point in time. We get to compare how we communicate today 
with how they expressed themselves long ago. 

It has been suggested that we start a collection of Parkhurst business cards. It would be 
great fun to print a page full of Parkhurst business cards every now and then. When you 
send in your subscription would be the ideal time to enclose your business card. 

In this issue I have changed the text format. Let me know what you think of it. Some who 
have seen it, say it is easier to read. As time goes on, I hope I can improve the news letter 
bit by bit, or is that byte by byte? 

The editor 



Standing in the back row, left to right: Larry G. Parkhurst, from San Diego, Ca.,; Capt. Nigel E. Parkhurst, USN Ret. , from Magalia, Ca., (formerly Dog 
Town, Ca., where the worlds largest gold nugget was found, 52 pounds); Betsy Parkhurst, of San Carlos, Ca., daughter of Barbara Wardenburg and Peter G. 
Parkhurst; Amy and Bill Parkhurst (Bill holding their daughter, Marisa) ( Bill is the son of Barbara and Peter); William P. Parkhurst, from San Jose, Ca.; George 
Asa Parkhurst from Concord, Ca. ; Peter G. Parkhurst, (or host), of Los Altos Hills, Ca; next is Kay (Parkhurst) Schooler and her husband Jay Schooler, from 
Ogden, Ut. ; and on the end is Robert M. Parkhurst of Redwood City, Ca. 

Sitting, left to right : Mary Ann Parkhurst, wife of Larry Parkhurst (standing behind her, Hi I Larry); Marge Parkhurst wife of Robert Parkhurst; next is our 
hostess, Barbara Wardenburg, (wife of Peter G. Parkhurst); Sue Ellen Parkhurst (wife of William P. Parkhurst); (standing behind her); sitting in front of Sue is her 
son Dan Parkhurst, an.d sitting beside Sue is her other son Tim Parkhurst, (as you can see Tim and Dan spent the day in the pool); standing beside Tim is Jessica 
Parkhurst, (daughter of Betsy Parkhurst); sitting on the lap of Barbara G. Parkhurst (wife of George Asa Parkhurst) is their daughter, Kathrine; and last, from 
Carmel, Ca., is Margaret B. Parkhurst. 

• • • 
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(REUNION, cont.) 

Here we see Margaret B. Parkhunt with her 
son Peter B. Parkhunt and his wife Caroline 
and son Will. Peter and his family were delayed 
and did not arrive until after 6 p.m. and 
consequently missed the group photo. Peter lives 
in Nevada City, California. 

George and Barbara's daughter, Kathrine had a 
great time enjoying the company of Jessica, 
Betsy's daughter. 
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To fit in with our article on Merry Old England 
we see George Asa Parkhunt standing on a 
comer in London, watching all the girls go by. 

AN EPITAPH !? 

To the spouses who cannot understand the 
genealogist of the family: Thomas Overbury, a 
17th century Englishman said, "The man who 
has not anything to boast of but his illustrious 
ancestors is like a potato - the only good 
belonging to him is under ground" . 

Tilt the paper to the right, what do you see? : ) 



MARRIES AN ITALIAN PRINCE 
Mrs. Marie Parkhurst Becomes the Wife 

of Prince Joseph Rospigiosi. 
Special to The New York Times 

Bangor, Me., Sept. 16--Society circles in 
Bangor and other Maine cities are greatly 
interested in the news from Rome of the 
marriage there on Aug., 26 of Mrs. Marie Reid 
Parkhurst, the divorced wife of Col. Frederick 
H. Parkhurst of Bangor to Prince Joseph 
Rospigliosi. 

The report says that at first the Vatican 
refused to sanction the marriage because Mrs. 
Parkhurst is a divorcee, but that as the Prince 
declared that she would be his wife with or 
without the consent of the Church, sanction was 
finally given. 

Mrs. Parkhurst is a granddaughter of Samuel 
Chester Reid, who commanded the American 
privateer brig General Armstrong in the battle at 
Fayal in the war of 1812. On her mothers side 
she is descended from the Rowan family of 
Kentucky. About ten years ago in Washington 
she met Mr. Parkhurst, who is now a member of 
the Maine Legislature and of Gov. Hill's staff, 
with the rank of Col. 

The couple were married and lived for a time 
in West Broadway, Bangor. They had two 
children. They became estranged and Col. 
Parkhurst sued for divorce. The divorce was 
granted and Mrs. Parkhurst left the city. At Bar 
Harbor she met Prince Joseph who fell in love 
with her. (N. Y: Times Sept. 17. 1901> 

FOR PRINCESS ROSPIGWQSJ 
Martinelli Reports in Favor of Annulling 

Her First Marriage 
Rome, May 22--The congregation of 

Propaganda today discussed the report presented 
by Cardinal Martinelli, formerly Papal Delegate 
to the United States, on the case of the Princess 
Rospiglios~ who was Miss Marie Jennings Reid 
of New Orleans and Washington, D. C. and who 
asks for the annulment of her first marriage with 
Col. F. H. Parkhurst of Bangor Maine. The 
report is favorable to the Princess. 

The Princess, who is a Catholic, was 
divorced in 1898 from Col. Parkhurst, who is a 
Protestant, and in 1901 was married here to 
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Prince Rospigliosi, brother of the Commandant 
of the Papal Noble Guard. The ceremony was a 
civil one, and the Catholic Church refused to 
recognize the marriage. • 

When the Prince first applied to the 
Congregation of the Propaganda for recognition 
of his wife's divorce in the United States the 
church declined to recognize it, but Mgr. 
Chapelli, who married Miss Reid to her first 
husband, afterward testified before the 
Congregation that the marriage was irregular, 
according to the laws of the Church. 

Last March, Cardinal Gotti, Perfect of the 
Propaganda, instructed Cardinal Martinelli to 
report on the case. (N. Y: Times MCIJ' 23, 1905_). 

THE REV, DB- CHARLES H, PARKHURST 
Surprise Party for Dr. Parkhurst. 

The Rev. Charles H. Parkhurst completed 
his twenty-fifth year as pastor of the Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church yesterday, he having 
been installed March 9, 1880. The anniversary 
was celebrated by a sort of "surprise party", held 
in the lecture room of the church after the close 
of the regular weekly prayer meeting. Before the • 
benediction was pronounced, announcement of 
the social meeting to follow was made by the 
associate pastor, the Rev. William W. Coe. A 
letter from the ladies of the congregation was 
read, and the gift of a silver service to Mrs. 
Parkhurst was accepted by Dr. Parkhurst making 
the response on behalf of Mrs. Parkhurst. (NL 
Times March 9th 1905. 

SUCCEEDS JUDGE RUMSEY 
John F. Parkhurst appointed to the 

Supreme Court Bench 
SYRACUSE, N. Y., Oct. 1.-Gov. Odell to­

day appointed John F. Parkhurst of Bath, 
Steuben County, to succeed Judge William 
Rumsey on the Supreme Court bench in the 
Seventh Judicial District. Judge Rumsey recently 
resigned the position. Mr. Parkhurst is at present 
a member of the State Court of Claims. (N.._L • 
Times Oct. 2 1901) 
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OBITUARY 
Gen. Parkhurst, 72, airfield builder 

in WW II dies . 
A MEMORIAL service for retired Brig. Gen. 

Don A. Parkhurst, 72 who built airfields during 
the war, and ice skating rinks in peace time, will 
be at 3 p.m. Saturday in the First United 
Methodist Church, 418 Touhy Av., Park Ridge. 

Gen. Parkhurst, of Park Ridge, died Wednes­
day in a Riverwoods nursing home. He joined 
the army engineers as a reserve officer in 1931, 
and served as commanding officer of the 816th 
Engineering Battalion in Europe during World 
War II, building airfields in the wake of Gen, 
George Patton's advances. 

He was awarded the Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star, and French Croix de Guerre for his 
service. On returning to reserve status after the 
war he was promoted to general by President 
Eisenhower, and made commander of the 416th 
Engineering Brigade of Illinois. 

From 1956 until 1960 he was president of 
Burge Ice Co. In 1960, he took over Turbo 
Refiigerating Co., and later served as a 
manager's representative for Hugh D. Smart & 
Associates, all builders of ice rinks. 

He is survived by his wife, Ruth; a son, Todd; 
a daughter, Elizabeth Jibson; and two sisters. 
(Chicago Tribune, Friday November 6, 198JJ. 

HIS MAGNET DOUBLED MONEY. 
"Prof" Parkhurst Then Got $610 from 

Woman and Left. 
Special to The New York Times. 

Lowell, Mass., May 27.-- A clairvoyant 
known to the public as "Prof" Parkhurst has 
dropped out of sight after doing a thriving 
business among the woman of Lowell, and 
complaint has been made to the police that he 
has illeaglly obtained $610 from a dressmaker, 
whose home is about two minutes walk from the 
Lowell Court House. 

The scheme was to "magnetize" the money 
which women brought and return it doubled in 
amount. The complaining dressmaker says that 
he doubled $20 for her and returned it; then he 
asked for $610 and when he got it, he 
disappeared. (N. Y: Times. M{I)' 28 /9QS). 
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ANOTHER MAN MISSING 
The Police in Search 

An Englishman named Parkhurst left Regina 
on Thursday of last week to go out and see his 
land near Long Lake and nothing has been heard 
from him since. He had not provisions to last 
him longer than a couple days, at the end of 
which time he was to return. He was a friend of 
Melmoth's who has not been heard of yet, and 
who had the adjoinin~tion. Four policemen 
have gone in search. Moral: Persons going for 
the first time to see land off trails should be 
accompanied by land guides. (The Regina 
Leader, August 9, 1883). (Submitted by Charlie 
Ottosen, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada). 

Editor's note, if anyone has a clue as to who 
this Parkhurst might be we would like to hear 
from you. 

FOLLOW UP TIME 
by William P. Parkhunt 

In Vol 2, No. 2, April 1996, we did an 
article on Leslie "Red" Parkhurst, motorcyclist 
extraordinar for the Harley-Davidson 
Motorcycle Co. In the early l 900's motorcycle 
racing was the main event in motor sports. In 
racing, Harley-Davidson was king and the 
winner's circle was their throne. In 1920, "Red" 
Parkhurst was part of a team that broke 23 
speed records in one day. So it is no surprise 
that Harley-David motorcycles became a world 
phenomenon. 

The proof of this comes some 77 years 
later, when Peter B. Parkhunt of Nevada City, 
California, was in Holland on a construction job 
this past summer. Peter had the good fortune to 
visit the Harley-Davidson museum in Ewolle 
where "Red" Parkhurst is enshrined with large 
newspaper clippings of his many exploits and 
records. When it became known that Peter was a 
Parkhurst he was treated to a personal tour of 
the restoration shop by the head mechanic, 
where he saw old motorcycles, airplanes, boats, 
3 wheel trucks, all in various stages of 
restoration. If anyone is planning a trip to 
Europe soon, maybe you can find time to visit 



Europe soon, maybe you can find time to visit 
Holland and the museum and take a few pictures 
for us. 

Peter Brewster Parkhurst is the son of 
Margaret Brewster Parkhurst of Carmel, 
California. We had the pleasure of having both 
Margaret and Peter and Peter's family at our 
reunion last August, 1997. 

A REQUEST FOR ONLINE OBITUARIES. 
by BarbaraJ. Wardenburg. 

Volunteers from the U. S. and other 
countries are putting obituaries online. The 
"Obituary Daily Times" homepage has a 
searchable database - full name or surname. This 
project began in 1995. 

The webpage is at: 

http://www.best.com/-shuntsbe/obituary 

The volunteers submit information in a 
standard form. Each obituary lists (if given): 

1. last name, first name, nickname, 
maiden name 

2. age at death 
3. place of birth and place of death 
4. name of newspaper 
5. date of publication of obituary 
6. name of volunteer submitting the 

information. 

That's all the information you11 get unless 
you decide to become one of the volunteers and 
submit obituaries from your local newspaper. 
Volunteers are given a list of the e-mail 
addresses of the other volunteers with the length 
of time that each volunteer saves the newspaper 
obituaries. A volunteer can request the full 
newspaper obituary from the submitter. The full 
obituary is sent by e-mail. 

If you would like to become a volunteer 
download "Becoming a Contributor" from the 
webpage and follow the instructions. The 
webpage offers an "obituary entry program" 
which is supposed to automate putting the 
obituary information into database "fields." I 
was not able to unzip the program, but have not 
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missed it. The database information fields are 
separated by a semi-colon and a space so it is 
not rocket science. : ) I encourage you to 
investigate this project. Feel free to contact me 
if you have questions. 

Barbara Wardenburg at: 

barbward@iLnetcom.com 

(Barbara also submitted the newspaper articles 
from the New York Times and the Chicago 
Tribune.) 

TIMES and DATES 

Speaking of obituaries, a couple of years ago 
I received the obituaries of Robert F. Parkhurst, 
Willard 0 . Parkhurst, Oscar F. Parkhurst, John 
Parkhurst, and Mrs. John Parkhurst, all of Flint, 
Michigan. I had been waiting for the opportune 
time to publish them. I thought they would fit in 
well with Barbara's obituary article but to my 
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dismay, I discovered there are no dates as to • 
when they appeared in the newspaper and what 
newspaper. 

Some of the notices had birth dates from 
which an approximation of death could be 
figured. Exact dates are needed to present an 
accurate history. 

Our aim is to bring to you everything we can 
concerning the name Parkhurst. It may seem 
macabre or sad to print obituaries, but they do 
contain some interesting facts and insight into 
the person and their relatives. 

Any and all articles on "Parkhursts" you may 
have tucked away in your scrapbooks or trunks 
in the attic would be greatly appreciated to be 
shared with your cousins. 

Copies of this newsletter does go into a 
couple of genealogical libraries for future 
generations. The more we can gather in one 
place the more complete the "Parkhurst" history 
will be. 

Do I hear a mad scramble? I do thank you in 
advance for taking the time to respond and send • 
more material for your newsletter. 

The editor: William P. Parkhurst 



• 

• 

• 

YE MERRY OLD ENGLAND 

The Isle of Wight 
by William P. Parkhurst 

In doing research on the Isle of Wight, ( see 
the map), I find that there is no evidence that a 
family by the name of "Parkhurst" had ever lived 
there. What I did find is the following: 

Parkhunt or Carisbrooke forest. 
"With regard to the franchise of forest 

enjoyed by the Lords of the island, it has been 
doubted whether the forest of Parkhurst, 
consisting of about three thousand acres, is with 
strict propriety entitled to that denomination. It 
appears by warrant of the Duke of Suffolk, Chief 
Justice of the King's Forest in the reign of Herny 
the Eighth, (1509-1547), directed to the Warden 
of Carisbrooke Forest, that a court of swainmote 
was formerly held there; and also that a ranger 
and two foresters were appointed. And among 
the liberties claimed by Isabella de Fortibus, and 
allowed her by Itinerant Justices, in the eighth 
year of Edward the First, (1272-1307), is that of a 
free chase in the forest. When the Island was in 
the Crown, Edward the Third, (1327-1377), 

imposed on John Maltravers, for certain lands 
held by him in the county of Dorset, the 
following service: that he should, in the season 
. for buck-bunting, attend the King at the Castle 
Carisbrooke, in the Isle of Wight, for one day, at 
bis own charge both for himself and horse, and 
afterwards to remain during the King's pleasure, 
but both himself and horse to be maintained at 
the expense of the Crown. The whole of the 
forest, was anciently called the Park, and was 
probably emparked in or before the reign of 
William the Conqueror, (1066-1087), being so 
styled in Domesday-book, under Watchingwood, 
which is lower in rate, because f)QTt of the land 
formerly belonging to Watchingwood, was then 
taken into the King's fXUk. It has been 
denominated a forest for three hundred years 
past, as appears by a grant in the twentieth year 
of Herny the Sixth, (1422-1461,1470-1471), to 
Henry Trenchard, of the office of Constable of 
Carisbrooke castle, and that of Keeper of the 
King's forest in the island, with a stipend of ten 
pounds per annum. In an account also of rents, 
issues and disbursments of this island, in the 
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twenty third year of Henry the Seventh, (1485-

1509), mention is made of a salary paid to an 
officer, styled Ranger of the Forest, and two 
others as Underkeepers". ([be History of the 
Isle of Wigh() by Richard Worsley. London: A. 
Hamilton, 1781. Pgs. 78-80. 

MEDINA COUNTRY 
This book says that: "Parkhurst Forest, of 

which was, long ago, the North Wood", was 
part of the Northwood parish. This chapter 
provides a very good discription of the 
countryside around Parkhurst forest. It also 
gives a good history of the developement of the 
Parkhurst prison, the Carisbrooke castle, and 
surrounding parishes. 

BENEATH THE DOWNS 
In this chapter we find: " 'The forest' means 

Parkhurst, which streched at one time from the 
River Medina to Newtown and southward to 
Carisbrooke itsel( while 'the park' means part of 
Alvington Manor. The word park still occurs in 
several farm names. On the edge of the forest 
were the Lawnes ( a name still used in the New 
Forest for open grazing land). Early in the 
seventeenth century John Harvey, lord of the 
manor of Alvington had his cattle impounded by 
the Crown for straying from the Lawnes into the 
forest. /SLF; of WIGlf[ VILLAGES, by, PATRICIA 
SIBLEY. 

To add to the mystery we received a photo, 
(from Robert D. Parkhunt of East Tawas, 
Michigan), of the sign at the entrance to Park 
Hurst Forest. As you can see the name Parkhurst 
is two words. 



BEST GUESS? 

Now then, a theory I have is that 
Parkhursts did come from the Isle of Wight, but 
they were not known as Parkhursts when they 
lived there. As you know a lot of people got 
their names from whence they came. In this 
account we have three people who were 
caretakers of the "Parkhurst Forest", and when 
they migrated to the mainland and were asked 
where they came from what do you suppose was 
their answer? "Parkhurst", maybe? It sounds 
plausible to me. 

Parkhurst Prison 
on the Isle of Wight 

Quote: "In the year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy, at a general meeting of the 
island it was proposed that an act of parlirnent 
should be obtained to consolidate the rates made 
for the relief of the poor of several parishes 
within the island, and to erect one or more 
houses of industry for the maintenance and 
employment of the poor in general within the 
fame. This proposal met with universal 
approbation. 

The advantages proposed by such an 
institution are set forth in the preamble of the 
act, obtained for this purpose, which passed in 
the eleventh year of his present Majesty, viz. 
"that we provide a place for the general 
reception of the poor, would tend to the more 
effectual relief of such as by age, infirmities, or 
diseases, were rendered incapable of supporting 
themselves by their labour; to the better 
employment of the able and industrious· to the . , 
~rrection and punishment of the profligate and 
idle; and to education of the children in religion 
~ industry; and thereby making the poor, 
tnst~ of being totally supported by the public, 
contnbute to the support, assistance, and relief 
of each other; and be of some advantage to the 
community, to which they had before been only 
a heavy and grievous burden". 

Some part of his Majesties Forest of 
Parkhurst, near the town Newport, was thought 
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the most convenient situation for the intended 
building; and a clause was therefore inserted in 
the act of parliment, to enable his Majesty to 
make a grant, under the Exchequer seal, of such 
p~ or portion of the forest, not exceeding 
eighty acres, as certain trustees therein named 
( of which the governor of the island , for the 
time being, to be one) should alot for the 
purposes of the act, for such time and term as his 
Majesty should think proper, notwithstanding 
the limitations of the civil-list act made in the 
first year of Queen Ann." (1702-1714). (J:M_ 
Histozy of the Isle of Wigh(), by Richard 
Worsley. London: A. Hamilton, 1781. Pgs 19-21. 

PARKHURST PRISON IN 1851 
"Male offenders who were under seventeen 

years of age and who were serving a sentence of 
penal servitude in Millbank were sent direct to 
Parkhurst as also were boys under seventeen 
years of age who were sentenced up to two 
years imprisonment in county gaols. On arrival 
each boy was placed in a probationary ward in a 
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cell to himself The boys attended school 
together and were allowed to play in exercise • 
yard for three periods each day. School was 
attended for three hours in the morning and 
three hours in the afternoon, for four days each 
week. The afternoon of Wednesdays and 
Saturdays was occupied in cleaning and 
sweeping the corridors, staircases, cells and 
passages of the wards. Each boy had issued to 
him a hammock and bedding, table, stool and set 
of cleaning brushes and a hand broom, Bible, 
prayer book, hymn book, writing slate and 
lesson books and one book at a time from the 
prison library. The boys were employed at field 
labour on the prison farm from 8 a.m. to noon 
and from I p.m. to 6 p.m. except when attending 
school. 

After four months a boy, if he had 
conformed to the rules and received no 
punishments was granted a second class, red, 
good conduct badge ( shield of red with 2 
embroidered on it) which he wore on his right 
sleeve. He was then allowed to correspond with • 
his parents or friends once every three months, 
to have 3d per week accredited to his account , 
to have a 'goodly hunk' of baked plum pudding 
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added to his dinner every Sunday and to attend 
reading and writing instruction from 7 to 8 p.m. 
on every weekday. After a further three months 
if he had received no punishment his badge was 
exchanged for a first class, red, good conduct 
badge (shield of red with 1 on it). When this 
badge had been worn three months without 
disgrace it was exchanged for a second class, 
blue, good conduct badge (blue shield with 2 on 
it) and 6d per week was accredited his account. 
At the end of six months he was then able to 
obtain a first class, blue badge. After wearing 
this badge for eight months and if he had arrived 
within eighteen months of the expiration of his 
sentence he was placed in the second division of 
the liberty class when he was allowed to write a 
letter once a week and was given an additional 
3d a week towards his gratuity. In nine months 
more months he could advance to the first class. 
The boys were then allowed to set aside the 
prison uniform and dress in plain mechanic's 
working suits and to have some variation from 
ordinary prison diet. To those of highest calibre 
a small garden was alloted in which they were 
allowed to work in the summer evenings and at 
recreation during the day. The boys in the liberty 
class could then earn, by good conduct, minor 
positions of trust. 

Most of the boys who were sentenced to a 
term of transportation were ( often after a year or 
two years or more}, in due course, transported 
to Tasmania or Western Australia." 

In 1851 Mary Carpenter said of Parkhurst in 
her 'Rejormatozy Schools': 

"With such a state of feeling, with nothing to 
exercise and give free vent to their restless and 
adventurous spirit, with no direct and sufficiently 
powerful stimulus in the way of remuneration for 
work efficiently done, their pent-up energies 
should break out into frequent acts of disrespect 
to the officers, violence, wanton damage to 
property, and even theft, as well as disorder and 
prohibited talking, for which an average of 445 
boys incurred in 1844, 4106 separate 
punishments ( among 165 whippings), making an 
average of above ten per diem!" 

Up until then, Parkhurst was obviously 
largely unsuccessful in the reformation of these 
boys. But by 1861 with the introduction of the 
incentive schemes there had been a vast 
improvement and an anonymous writer in the 
Cornhill Magazine (June 1861) wrote: 

"The whole object of the training at 
Parkhurst is to fit boys for useful and credible 
life when restored to liberty, and I am told that 
very many of them are brought to co-operate 
willingly in the system to which they are 
subjected." (Criminal Ancestors a Guide to 
Historical Criminal Records in England and 
Wales.) by David T. Hawkins. 
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15. Albany Barracks were constructed in 1798. Originally known as Parkhurst Barracks, the name 
was changed as a compliment to the Duke of York and Albany (the brother of George IV), the 
Comma11dn-in-( :hicr. 
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TIME TO RENEW ! ! 

We hope you have enjoyed the newsletter so far. 

With your continued support, ie: 

• Send in stories 
• Send in photos 
• Send in obituaries 
• Spread the word 
• Subscription renewals 

we can bring you more "Parkhurst" History, 

and most important, "Parkhurst" Genealogy. 

We have material for about one more year, maybe two. 

We know there is a lot more material out there, 

we just need your help gathering it. 

If you live in a town, county, or state that has been the 

home to the Parkhurst name for several generations, 

your local library is bound to have a wealth of information. 

For a family that has been in this country for over 450 years, 

we haven't even scratched the surface of stories to be told. 

Help us unlock our heritage. 

Thank you, the staff, 

or more correctly, all your cousins . 
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HERE'S HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

The subscription rate for new subscribers is $5.00 for four (4) issues, one 
calendar year, starting with the January issue. For our charter subscribers, 
our first year subscribers, the rate will remain at $4. 00. 

Send Name & Address to: The Parkhurst Family Journal, 1674 Beck Drive, 
San Jose, CA 95130. Make checks payable to "THE PARK.HURST 
FAMILY JOURNAL". 

Note: 
When submitting material for print, please understand that it may be several 
issues before your material appears. Material submitted will not be returned 
unless requested. All material is copyrighted The Parkhurst Family Journal. 

~-

-----------------------------------------<tithere------------------------------------

YES! I would like a full year of The Parkhurst Family Journal. I 
understand I will receive 4 issues, ( 1 issue every 3 months). I am enclosing 
a check or money order for $ _____ _ 

Name ---------------------
Address --------------------
City ___________ State ___ ZIP ____ _ 
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