
Parkhurst's death severs link to past 
Love of history preserved town memories for years to come 

I\Y THOM AS P. SILEO 
CO IOlF.S i'l )N I )ENT 

Wlll'n George Ada ms Parkhurst 
died at til e age of 84, helm sford 
lost a fr iend, a historian , c1nd a 
sy mboli ti e to it s begi nnings. 

Parkhurst directl y clesce11decl 
from eight of th e 29 men who 
petitionecl th e General ourt fo r 
th e gra11t o f land in 1653, and 
from fi ve of the seven offi cers 
chosen at til e first Town M eeting 
at the llo 111 e of Will iam Fletcher 
in 1654 " to o ffi ciate in ordering 
the publi c affairs o f the place by 
the consent of the major part of 
the Town ." 

"Fro111 his ea rl y yec1 rs," recalled 
Eleanor Parkhurst, a11 other loca l 
historian and long- time res ident 
o f helmsford, " he had a strong 
curiosity about thin gs going on in 
town ." 

He was always i11t er •steel i11 a 
variety of t ilings, according to 
Eleanor Parkhurst, and whe 11 he 
retired, he had th <' time to com 
pile his memori es. 

He spent man y hours, for 
instance, at th e o ld blacksmith 
shop that stood beside Beaver 
Brook in th e ent r, and wlli ch 
wa a popu lar ga thering placl' 

George A. Parkhurst 

throu gh the ea rl y l 900s. 
Parkhurst would ques ti on the 
bla ksrnith o r o th er res ident s 
who gathered th ere, and he never 
fo rgot th e in forlll alion li e picked 
up. 

" Hi s 111 e111 ory was amazing," 
accor ling to Di k Li1huc, a clo~e 
fri nd who also manages th I Ii ,_ 
t rica l So ·iet y's M us um at the 
11.irr ' lt -Bya,11 I louse. " I would a~k 
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him a question about something 
fro lll his past , and he would 
remember everything about it. " 

Even after Parkhurst moved to 
Westford, he never broke hi s close 

he l 111 sford ti es; he con tin uecl to 
wri te about it s history, he attencl 
ecl meetin gs of the many helm s
fo rd organi za ti o 11 s to which he 
belonged, and just 111 011ths before 
he died , he donated many va lu 
ab le artifac ts to the helmsfo rcl 
Hi tori ca l ociety 

" eorge kn ew that the Histori -
al Society depends on donations 

for its conti11uecl surviva l," said 
Lahue. " I le donated more than 
200 it ems, i11cludi11 g 0VL' r 100 
books, man o f wlli cll were rea l 
gem s. I\ few or th e books w(• re 
used by his grandfath er when lie 
att endecl th e 1802 lloo lhous 
tli at stands ne~r th e ITownl om
rn nn." 

111 add ition, accorclin g to 
Lal1ue, Parkhurst dona ted 
$ 0,000worth of stockso thatth 
Soci ty could pur hase a new 
comput er and bui ld up it 
r serves fo r tl1 mc1in te1nnce of 
th e llarret t-Bya 111 I louse. 

SI-I· HISTORIAN, IW .J· .J 
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Historian Parkhurst dead at 84 
PARKHURST, HH l~I I',\! ,I· I 

Most - C.hdmsfonl rl'~idl'llh klll'W 
Parkhurst through l1h writi11g,. whi ch 
inclmkd Chd111sfi1rd: 1hi · 'fi111'11 ,111.t It., l'n111i<' 
(1989), a pictorial l1htmy. which wlls ill 
usl'd hook slml's fm up lo $.'i!I, a11d S111,1// 
Tow11 Kiel ( I 911 I ), i II which hl' lll'suilws his 
childhood days in l 'hdm,fmd. 

Hi s many ollll'I' puhlkatiom inl'ludl' arti 
cles that appcarl'd in till' c '/1d1mfi1rc/ 
N,·11·sw,•,·kl,1· a11d till' L /1d111.,fi1rc/ /11il,·11,·11clc11t, 
pamphll'ls for lhl' I lhtmil·;1I So(il'ty ;111d a 
nl'w, yl'l -to-lw-puhlhhl'd li11ok. ca lll'd 
Ni,~/11. at f/1, · U,11111cl ·1i1/1f, :, .i hi"gr.1pll y of 20 
l'Xtraordi11;1ry pl'opll- fm111 l ·11l'l1mfmd's 
hi story. 

l'arkhurst's writi11g, u1111;1i11 till' lil·st of 
what local hi story olfl-rs. Fir,t . lie lirl'i1tl1l's 
lifl> into lhl' histori c il l'Vl't11\ Ill' dl·,nilws liv 
showing us lhl' i11IL'rl' ,; ti11g pl'Ppil- \\'ho p;rr 
ti cipatl•d in thl'lll. 

" Rather than llll' rch· n·citi11g ;1 'l"l'il',; of 
dall's and pl ill'l's, " Ill' 1~1rPtl' in llll' i11trndul·
tion tu his L/1d111s/i11.t: th, · fi,,rn 1111.t Its l', ·o
pl<', "this hhlory '1 ;1, liL'l 'll mkt1il'd toward 
1woplc - thdr inll'rl''"· thdr \\'lll'k anti 
their rdatirn1 to till' lo\\'11 ;111d t11 l'acll oth
er." 

Second, l'arkllursl u11dL·r,trn 1d that local 
hi story offers ih grL'illL·,t IL'"t'"' wlle11 ii is 
set in a rontL·xt , wilL'II it 111.ikl'\ u111nl'll' 
broader l'Vl'llb that 1irnirrL·d i11 NL'IV Eng
land, for i11,t.111CL' , or l'\'L'll till' n n111try at 
largl' . 

" 111 his fa111ou,; pm•m, ' ;\ talc of the Way
sidl' Inn , ''' Parkhurst wrotl' in his pamphlet, 
Thl' Vill;1gl' Clnck, "I ll•nry W. Longkllow 
ll'lh us that , 'it was nnl' hy tl1c· village clock 
whl'n Ill' ll'aul Hcverel cnlcrl'd l.cxingto11.' 
That was in I 77 S. i\lthnugh many of the 
largl'r u11111111111ities h.1d their village docks 
in lh'volutio11ary lillH'S, 100 yl'ars would 
pa ss lidcirl' I hl' rl'sidcnts of Chelmsford 
would ;1n1uirl' their clock.'' 

Third , l'arkllurst undl'rstond that unless 
i11fllrt11atio11 alio11t a 1ow11 is prl'sl'rvl'd and 
mganill'll. ii would Ill' lost and forgoltl'l1, 
IHI IPllgl'I' ,1,·ailahk rm fulurl' students or 
the town\ history. That this IHl'Scrvalio11 is 
ofll'll a 111P11111m·11tal task is shown in his 
p;1111pl1kb , which i11dudc Hl'ading, 'Riling, 
' Hitl1111l'liL•, ,\ Mo1n111w11tal Tribute' to our 
\/l' ll'r;111s ;111d lj l'kil'I lly a111 and lhl' l.ucifrr 
Mt1td1. 

" I li s pa111pllll'l litkd ']2S Yl•ar~; The Story 
of thl' First l'ari sl1 Church, Uwlmsford,' is 
still lil'ing usl'd, and writing it was a wu11-
lkrful Sl'rv in· fllr thl' church," according to 
local historian, _lane Drury. 

I li s n1111 pi lat ion of Chclmsford 's history of 
t Ill' last I 00 )' l'itrs i s, according to Drury, "a 
valuahk .:1dditio11 In the historical literature 
of the Town." 

Though Chelmsfo rd will miss George /\ . 
l'arkhust, the friend and co111111unity 111c111-
1Jc•r, lhl')' and future gl·m·rations \·viii brncfit 
fro111 his hi storical writings for years to 
COlllC. 



George A. Parkhurst 
George Adams Parkhurst, 84, a resident of West

ford since 1985, formerly of Chelmsford, died June 
17 at the Lahey-Hitchcock Clinic in Burlington. 

He was born March 17, 1914 In Lowell, a son of 
the late Winthrop A. and Millie (lefts) Parkhurst, he 
attended Cl1cimsford schools c1ml graduated from 
C l1elmsford lligh School in 1932. In 1936, he grad
uated from the Massachusetts Institute of Technolo
gy with a bachelor of science in chemical e11gi11et•r
i11g . He was a subaltern in the C ivilian Conservation 
Corps. from 1939 to 1940. 

Co111111i ssioncd a lieutenant in the Army Reserves, 
Mr. Parkhurst attended Advanced C hemical Warfare 
Service School and Army ornrna11d and General 
Staff School. He served as a captain in the Army's 
C hemical Wc1rfare Service during World War II, from 
1942 to 1945, COllllllclllding the 5th C hemical 
Smoke Generntor Compc1ny. He was also brigade 
chemical officer for the ]9th Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
Brigade. 

Prior to his retirement, Mr. Parkhurst was a chem
ical engineer at Dewey & Almy Corp. and the Inter
national Equipment Corp., both in Cambridge. He 
also had been the public liaison for the Blood Bank 
at Massc1chusetts General Hospitc1I. 

A call firefighll'r in C helmsford fur 26 years, Ill' 
was a member of the C helmsford Tercentenary 
Committee, the World War II Honor Roll Commit
tee, the Fourth of Jul y Celebration Committee and 
the C helmsford I listorical Commission. 

Mr. Parkhurst was also past president of the 
C helmsford Historical Society and the Chelmsford 
Kiwanis C lub. He was a historical writer and speaker, 
a local history columnist for several newspapers over 
the years, and an author of historical books and 
pamphlets. His latest hook, Ni:,:hts o(the Ro11/I/I Ta/Jle, 

about famous people whose lives touched C helms
ford, is unpublished . 

He was also the author of several short plays and 
an organizer of the C helmsford !'layers. 

Survivors include his wife, Barbara (Hildreth) 
Parkhurst; a son , Robert H. Parkhurst and his wife, 
Debra, of Bedford; a daughter, Sandra Johnston and 
her husband, David, of Albuquerque, N.M. ; and four 
grandchildren, Emalie and Rebecca Parkhurst and 
Susan and Steven Jol111sto11. 

Memorial contributions may be made to C helms
ford Senior Center, Barrett Byam I louse or to the 
f-irst Parish Unitarian Universali st Church in 
C helmsford . 
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