
Chelmsford honored its WWI veterans 
with a welcome home party, local medal 

By George Adams Parkhurst 
/11de11e11de111 Co/1111111is1 

A re our war veterans given suffi
cient apprec iati on and thank s 

when they return to civili an life. or 
arc their deeds soon forgollen'1 

This is a question that is frequently 
dehatccl. Howeve r. there has been 
one shining example of recognition 
of Chelmsford veterans by their Id
low citi zens. 

That was after the encl of World 
War I in 19 18. 

To show its app recia ti on. the 
to\\·n in vited all of it s returning vet
eran~ to a Welcome Ho me 
Celebration. Although hostilities had 
ended with th e s igning o f th e 
Ar111i s1i ce on Nov. 11 , 19 I 8, suffi
cient time was allowed for all. or at 
least a majority, of the veterans to 
ge t back home so as many as poss i
ble could attend the ma111moth cele
brati on whi c h was sc hedul ed for 
seven 111 onth s lat e r. on June 17 . 
19 19. 

In vitations were sent to all of the 

sur vivo rs of th e 250 
111 e n and s ix wo 111 en 
(o nl y fi ve 111 e n fr om 
Chelmsford los t th ei r 
li ves in combat ). in vit-
ing th e m to a 
·· We lco me Ho me 
Ce lebration in honor or 
th e Chelm sfo rd 
So ldiers and Sail ors 
who ha ve performed 
their country"s se rvice 
in the World War." 

The clay" s program 
included a parade and a 
dinner in Nort h 
Chelmsford . Band con
certs. supper~ and balls 

ing just a one-day cele
bration. after which the 
veterans might be for
got ten. eac h ve tera n 
was given a specia ll y 
de signed Chelm sford 
medal that he or she 
co uld keep as a con
stant reminder of th e 
town· s appreciation . 

An eag le and th e 
Chelmsford To\\'n Seal 
are embosse d on th e 
front of the medal and 
the words ... World War 
Service" are embossed 
in a scro ll above th e 
eag le. The e mbossed 

The Chelmsford Medal message on the reverse al bo\h the No rth 
Village and th1r Center 
completed the cla)"s activities. 

Perhaps the high point of the cele
bration was the convoca ti on on the 
No rth Co mm on in th e afte rn oo n 
which conc luded with the presenta
ti on of a .. Che lm sford Meda l·• to 
each of the ve terans. To avoid hav-

side reads: ·· Presented 
by the Town of Chelmsford . Mass. in 
grateful recognition of patriotic se r
vices rendered during the World War 
191 7- 19 19." 

There must have been nearly 250 
of these medals handed out. but there 
see m to be few around today. The 

present writer knows of onl y thre~·. 
but th ere must be mort' hidden in 
drawers or boxes. 

It is intert'sting that a ll tlm:.' t' of 
these known medal s were fo und in 
locations out of state. 

One. presented to one of the ~ix 
women. nurse Made line Hartley. is in 
Towson. Mel.: ano th er. fo und in 
Newington. Con n .. had been owned 
by Raymond C. Hildreth . a resident 
of North Chelmsford at the time of 
World War I: the third . presented to 
Wilhelm T. Johnson. former District 
Fire Chier in Chelmsford. turned up 
in Albuquerque. N.M. 

These meda ls are toke ns of the 
heartfelt thanks of our gra teful ci ti
zens and have become rn llcctible~ b 
those who .ire interested in prest'rv
ing 

Chelmsford memorabilia . Perhaps. 
as a result of thi s story. a few more of 
these medals may be located. 

George P{{r/.:hurs/ is {I loco / his-
1oria11 and j,11·111er Che/111 .1:fiml resi
de/II. 


