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Historian finds fault with accepted
Map of West

By George Adams Parkhurst

The “Map of Westford in
1730, showing many streets
and the location of houses at the
time Westford was Incorporated,
has gcnera(lﬂy been accepted as
a picture the layout of the
town at that time.

This may not be the case.

A detalled scholarly re . re-
cently published by histor-
Ical researcher Willlam B. Pre-
scott. points out that the map
was probably prepa.red by or
for, Rev. E.R. H
inclusion in his * :ﬂuh

this conclusion and supports hls
theory, with many pages of
proof obtained by personally
studying early town and genea-
logical records.

No on the map
that it includes only
streets that were In existence in
1730, so this discovexy in no
way destroys the map’s useful-
neas in locating early 18th cen-

tury dwellings. It merely locates
_the houses in #iniign.io streets

imtﬂlles

1 l )
complex for the less than 100"

families that resided here In
1730. Many roads shown on the
1730 map do not appear 100
years later on the 1831 survey.

Also, town records show that
some of the roads shown on the
1730 map were not laid out
until as much as 50 years after
that date. '

2) In 1730, and until about

:muﬁr{. thewm w/

exfaﬂt spelling would have been

3]Hadgmanstateslnhishls-
tory that no plan of the town at

‘Many roads shown
_on the 1730 map do

not appear 100 years
later on the 1831
survey.’

" the time of mcm'poratloﬁ (1729)

was avalilable.
4.) Individuals included on the
first Westford tax lists, but

. whose residences Hodgman

nq
'1u¢my[n§’mwtm

on the first Westford tax fists
are reflected on the map.

In addition to facts uncovered
by Prescott in support of his the-
ory, there is an untitled map in
the Massachusetts State
Archives bearing the notation,
“The survey of this plan was
taken in May 1795 by scale 200
rds to an inch and reported(?)
distance 28 miles from the me-
tropolis and 24 miles from the
shire town."' These were proba-
bly Boston and Cambridge re-
spectively.
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and only about eight roads.
These were, undoubtedly, the
main thoroughfares with the

uutlying fanns belng scrved by

'fﬁbt hﬁvd ‘e netwm'k of' Streets

; shown on Hodgman's map.

For those interested in learn-
where the first settlers of
Westford lived, the museum has
some early maps, including that
of 1730, for sale.

Prescott is to be commended
for his thorough research which,
among other things, uncovered
the mismterpretation of Rev.
Hodgman's map. Instead of be-
ing titled “Map of Westford in
it should perhaps have
been “Map Showing the Lo-
cations of Residences in West-
ford in 1730 in Relation to 1883
Streets''.

George Parkhurst, a Chelms-

. ford native, recently moved to

Hildreth Hills with his wife, Bar-
bara Hildreth Pa,rkhun?t He has
a keen Interest in local history.
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