
Tracing the Historic District's history 
Chelmsford h as many historic sites and 

buldlngs scattered throughout the town. O f 
tJ1ese. tJ,e largest number located contigu­
ously are to be found around the en t r 
Common. It w as for ilils reason tJ1at the 
Chelmsford Cent er Historic District w as des­
ignated by a vote of Town M eeting on May 8. 
1975 and subsequently listed In th e> Nn ­
t.Jonal Register of Historic Places. 

A Historic District ommlsslon w as ap­
pointed to admlni ter th e by-law of the Dis­
trict as approved by the town in con formi ty 
wltJ1 state and n at Iona I regulations. 

(There are 1J1ree groups which . b cau se of 
similarity of n am es. are confused by m any 
people: The Historic D istrict ommlsslon 
mentioned above: The Ch elmsford I listorica l 
Commlssslon. which is part of town govern­
ment but oper ates under sta te law s: The 
Ch elmsford Historica l Society . a priva te or­
ganization with membership op n to a ll iti ­
zens of Ch elmsford. but with n o regulatm·y 
auiliorlty .) 

Historica l Inter est is n ot in ib e District 
it elf but in the buildings and sit es located 
within Its boundaries. (This writ er prepar ed 
an information bookl t on tJ1e point s of in 
terest which is ava ilab le from th e Ch elms­
ford Hlstorl al Society. ) Space here w ill not 
permit mention of all of tb e histori a l si t s in 
rhe District . 

A tour of the District s1ar1 s with 1h 1802 
Schoolhouse on Westford tree i which w a 
built by public subscription on the it e of 
Ch elmsford ' firs t sch oo l. It w as restored in 
1975 as part of tJ,e Bicent ennia l <'f' I bra t ion . 
Th e Common across tb e ' iree t at on ti me 
w as u sed as a pasture. l listory tells us tha t 
tJ1 town " Stock s" were also loca ted here. 

T h e Imposing gran it e morn ml('n t w a • 
erected in 1859 In m emory of Cheiim;ford 
men in the R volutionary W:ir . T he mo­
nument opposit e the r,'ire Station i • a memo 
r ial to tJ,o e who r ved in th e Arnwd Serv 
i es during World W ar II and the i,orean 

onOict. ·n,e h ou a t number J(j Wt·s tford 

St. wa built In 17J4 by the Hev. llezek ia 
Pack ard. fifth m inister of the First Parish 

hurch . I !i s ucc sor. Rev. Wilkes All en . 
li ved h ere when h wrote th first 1/istory of 
C'/J clm ·fore/ in 1820. 

T he Sam Davis or Davis / Russell House. 
loca ted a t number IO Worthen St .. w as built 
about 1799. A l number 14 W orthen St . is 
the Dr. Samuel Dutton House. da ting back 
to about 18 10 . The h ous a t number 14 
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Cro by Lane wa • probably bui lt abou t 1790 
by a pt. Josiah F letcher. Ju ·t beyond the 
Josiah Fletcher House is a gr anit e mo­
nument loca ted near wher the first Town 
Meeting w as h eld a t the home of Willi am 
J71etcher in I G!'i4 . 

·11,e whit<' bui ldi n r at 11111nber 3:3 North 
Rel. , n ow 11s<'cl as a reli ious ed11ca ti on 
building hy SI Mary·s Church . i s known as 
1 lw William Fletcher House (c . 18 17). The 
w hit f' offi!'t' bui ldi ng ;:i t nwnher I I North 
Hoacl . I.he J . P. Emerson House. was built 
in the Parly l ~lth cPn tu ry . 

On th<' conu' r of orth Road ,111d Aradc>my 
Stn·et 1s rite Winn / Emerson House. It was 
here that the firs1 School for the Deaf. taught 
liy tl l(' I ,ire ora l method , w as h eld . (The mo­
rn 1111en1 across t hr str ee t on I.he ommon 
a ll t'SIS to this ;11•1.) 

, ie of 1IIP student s there la ter beca me 
Mrs. A lexancl <'r rnh am Bell . T h -m all 
!J11ilding near IJw northea. t corner of the 
'ommrn1 wn • orig inally loca ted in what is 

n ow Middlesex Village and served as a toll 
house on the Middlesex Cana l. 

The Richardson/Davis House at num­
bers 1-3 NortJ1 Road h a some unique ar ­
chit ectural fea tures. It w as built about 1840 
by J oseph Reed. The building. hou Ing of­
fices at tJ1e corner of Chelmsford Street , w as 
moved there in 1871 from near where the 
Town Hall stands. Known as Parkhurst's 
Store. It w as bui lt about 186 1. The rea l es­
ta te office at number 20 h elmsford Street 
and the h ou ·e across the street were built 
by Dr. Paul Kittiidge (1 8:J IJ and his son. 
Dr. Fran cis Klttr idge (c. 1840) respectively . 

The building at number I Ch elmsford 
Street and number 6 B illerica Road was 
m oved to Its presen t loca tion In 18 1.0. It 
served as All Sa int s ' Rectory for many 
years. The Fiske House. at number I Bille­
r ica Road , now u sed as offices for the Ftrst 
Bank . dates back to 1798 and a t. on e time 
w as a ta vern . The Odd Fellows Building In 
Centsa l Square. n ow the F irst Bank. has 
cont a ined a meeting ha ll. a m ov ie thea ter 
and m any differ ent stor es. St. M ary 's 

hurch met there before building on North 
Road. ' l11e large building across entral 
Squ are. th e Wilson Hotel Block. w as built 
as a h otel in I 884 . 

The First Parish Meeting House ( 184 2) is 
on th sit e of Ch elmsford 's first church in 
1655-56 . The lower fl oor serv d as th 
Town II all uni ii 1879 . Behind t..he Meet Ing 
I lou se is Forefathers Bw-ying Ground. 

helm ford' s firs t cemetery . The oldest 
identifiable grave is tha t of Grace Liv ­
ermore. 1690. 

Georg<" A. Parkhurst Is a Ch elmsforc/ his­
torian whosl" family h as Jived in town Ince 
16.54 . 

Mr. Parkhurst will be leading a w a lk In 1 

tour of the 'h elm sford Cent er Histor ic Dis 
trlct this Sunday , 0 t. 5, beginning at tJ, 
First l'ari ·h Unitarian hurch parking lot . 
The tour wi ll nm from 2-4 p .m . 


