
Spairistike, anyone? 100 years ago ... 
Perhaps Spalrlstlke is not your game. 

Maybe you prefer tennis. 111at's O.K. be
cause they 're U1e same U1ing. 

The game dates from J 873. when a Brit
ish army officer. Walter C. Wingfield. a d
apted the rules and t.f'chnlques of " court 
tennis" (somewhat s imilar t.o our raquetba ll) 
and named It sphalrlstlke but soon changed 
the name to tennis. Tennis was considered a 
genteel sport for tl1ose who tired of croquet. 

It was only 19 years later tl1at tennis was 
being played In Chelmsford . The game was 
quite different then from ilie fast. hard hil 
t~ contests we see on local courts today 
and ilie court.s were no competJtlon for tJ1ose 
at Wimbledon. In 1892 tennis matc-hes were 
played on the Center Common. but. not on a 
hard surfaced court or even a level. well 
manicured gra s court . 

An Item In the Lowell Weekly Journal of 
July 15 of iliat year gives us a n Idea of 
what U1e court was like: "The lawn tennl 
players have begun their hay ing on tJ1e rom
mon. which would look much more att.ra 
Uve were the entire enclosure trea ted In a 
like manner. " 

It must. be remembered Uiat th ommon 
was. until the fall of 1926. the pla ground 
for the school loca ted where the Center Fire 
Station ls today. Much of It along North 
Road was hard-packed gravel. A baseball 
diamond had home plate near U1e com er of 
Academy Street and North Road with the 
first base line running up the hill toward U1e 
monument. Possibly the " tennis court" may 
have been along Westford St1·eet. The news 
Item called It an "enclosure" because the 
common was surrounded by a granit e post 
and wooden rall fence similar to the on 
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around the little park at the Intersection of 
Nor1J1 Road and Worilien Street. (The Com
mon was landscap d In 1928.) 

The cour1 on the common sf'rved the needs 
of U1e communlly for several years. 

In 1907. a group of local tennis enUm
s lasts j oined together to fonn a private club. 
the Chelmsford Lawn Tennis Club. 1l1ey 
leased a piece of la nd a t what Is now No. I I 
Cro· by Lan£- and built two clay court.s. com
pl<-'l e wlU1 a raised referee's stand . 

An examina tion of the treasurer 's book (In 
the possession of this writer) gives an Insight 
Int o costs a t tha t time. Labor os t 15 cents 
per hour: nine-foot chestnut posts were 15 
cents each : and maple lumber was two cents 
per foot . TI1e net for the cour1 was $2 and 
the marking tapes were $3 .60. 

Competitive matches were held st:ar1Jng In 
1908 - the treasurer paid out S9.88 for 
··cups and engra ving same." These were sil
ver " loving ups" about six In hes tall . An 
ext.ant photograph shows a match In pr
ogress. 

One of the court s was abru1doned before 
1925 when this writ er began playing there 

but the other court was used until 1927 
when the club was disbanded. lne $43.22 
left In the treasury was presented to the 
high school tennis program. 

Perhaps the most. colorfu l player was 
"Wasa" O believe his name was Wasabura 
J . lnowaka) . a Japanese national living In 
Lowell. He played regularly In Chelmsford. 
Improving his game to the point where he 
won the Lowell City Singles Tournament In 
1925 by unseating the previous champion. 
Bruce Douglas. 

A few private homes put In tennis court.s 
after World War I. Some of these were 
Pollards on High Street. Gllmores on Mid
dlesex Street. Wells on East. Putnam Ave
nue ru1d the Russell's on Nonh Road . Var
ney Playground In North Chelmsford was 
built In 1928 and tennis court.s were pan of 
the original design . About the same t.lme. 
t.wo cour1.s were built where the parking lot 
Is beside the Town Office Building on Bille
rica Hoad . 

Since 1946, Interest In tennis has grown 
by leaps and bounds resulting In the con
strucUon of many private and municipal 
courts. but 

That's the way It. was. 

George Adams Parkhurst is a Chelms
ford historian whose famJly has /Jved in 
town since l 6.54. 


