
Constable scores on a foul (fowl) tip 
TI1e sound of a roost.er crowing In t.he 

early morning hours and the crackle of a 
hen as she proudly proclaims to the world 
that she h as earned her keep by laying a n 
egg Is rare In Chelmsford today . But It was 
commonplace a t the turn of the century . Al 
though there were few large commercla I 
poultry farms. most families ha d a chicken 
coop In the back yard . TI1e small fl ock as
sured a rea dy supply of fresh eggs for the 
housew ife's menu as well as a chicken din
ner on Sunday . 

Sometimes the birds were equa lly a ppea l
Ing to Individua ls who didn ' t wish to be 
troubled wltJ1 rais ing and feeding tl1em . Th ~ 
Lowell Weekl y Journal of J a n . 4. I 90 I re
cords an exai,'.ipJe of the lat ter . 

" 111ere w as a lively boom In the hen bus i
ness In this pa rt of town last week . but It 
lacked the e lement of profit to tJ1e origina l 
owners. Monday night George 0 . Alexander 
suffered the loss of a number of fowl by hen 
thieves and Friday night • N.A. G lidden ·s 
hennery was depopulated to the ex tent of 
125 fine pullets. 111e select.men offered a 
reward of S50 for the conviction of tJ1ese 
a nd otJ1er rasca ls who may be engaged In 
s imilar acts of lar ceny .·· 

One week la ter. tl1e newspaper fo llowed 
up the s tory: " When Constable George M. 
Wright sharpens his tomahawk . whets his 
sca lping knife and takes to the warpatJ1. he 
Is prett y sure to return with trophies. I !ls 

The way 
it was 

By George A. 
Parkhurst 

la t.est achievement in proving that the way 
of the transgressor Is ha rd In the dete!'lion 
of the scainps who. on th.e night of Decem
ber 28. made a raid on N.A. Glldden· s henn
ery aml bore away 12!'1 choice pu ll e ts which 
the owner h a d carefully b rought up from 
chlckenhood . 

"Saturday morning . foll owing the foray. 
Const.able Wright started 0 11 a n t>xplnring 
ex pedition . Ht> took the elt>ct.rics (s tseetcars l 
Bostonward via Billerica . hav ing a n impres
s ion that the ma ra uders might have s ta rt ed 
out from the llub vicinity. In the severa l 
towns a long the line. he Int erv iewed brother 
officia ls a nd the s igns fin a ll y pointed in the 
direction of Somerville . where he found tJ1 ,:, 
hea dquart ers of a gang who had the unen
viable reputation of foraging 11pnn tlw coun
try round a bout . 

" As a result of tJw int er view with Chief 
Parkhurs t of the Somt>rvlll e polict>. officers 
were Ins tructed to wat<'h the s 11spected lo 
ca lit y and tht>lr vigl la n!'e was rewa rd ed by 
overha uling a returning wagon which bore 
ev idence of hav ing been used for the trans
port a tion of poultry . 

"Foli oing this ch w. Sergeant Carter of the 
Somer ville forrr soon a ft er a n-ested . In a li
quor sa loon in Boston. a ma n by the na me 
of Orrell who s ubsequently confessed that 
he and three others were the pa rues wanted 
and tha t they ha d di s posed of the biddies In 
Nashua a nd vicinit y . Tuesday. following his 
vis it to Somervi lle. Mr . Wright drove to Na
s hua a nd . with the a id of the loca l police. 
fou nd severa l places where the s tolen birds 
ha d been sold . 

"Sa turday morning Constable Wright 
again went to Somerville and brought On-ell 
to Lowell where he is now In safe keeping 
till J11dge ll a dley ean have an opportunity 
to pass on his case. At time of writ.Ing. It Is 
<·xpetfrd th ;:i t his pa rll1ers In crime will 
soon hr in limbo . The Chelmsford officer de
serves much crf'dlt for hi s perslstency In fer
rf' t ing nut th<'se chicken thieves whose 
cle tr c t ion m;_i y check other raids in this 
neighborhood .·· 

Fort1111ately r hicken-napplng was not 
common nnd tlw ba ckya rd flock. a long with 
the klt r hen garden. continued to be popula r . 
1 lowcver. s ince World Wa r II. the cheerful 
C'ock -a -rloodle-cloo has become a rarity In 
Chelmsford . 

llut tha t' s t.h e way it was In less sophls ti
!'a ted times. 

Gcor!{f' A . Parkhurst is a Ch elmsford his
torian whosf' fa mily has Ji ved in town since 
i (j;j4 . 


