
Water, water everywhere, except for fire 
Shou ld a moratorium b de lar d n new 

large seal d velopments becaus of \ at r 
supplies Thi · ca n be a real problem today 
but on that did not exist in years g ne by. 

Anyon putting up a new hous merely 
dug. or drov . a well. In t im the " old oa l< n 
bu k et " and tJ1e hand pump In th sid 
yard gave w ay to mod rniza tion In tJ1e form 
of a h and pump at the kit ·h n ink or UH· 
ulttmat In onvenien ·e. a windmill that 
would ra t 1J1 w ater to a tank In U1e attic 
from which It wou ld now U1r ugh lead pip 
to a fau ·et. 

Whll atlsfa tory for dom li u in a 
private hom e. a single well afforded little nr 
protection . We ar told Uiat. "when h aw· 
stor e and U1e church under which It wa I 
ca ted (In orth hehnsforcl) w as destroyed 
by fire In th y ar 1893. Dr. N. 13. Edward 
rode hi · hor ' e bareback to Lowell and se-
ured the ervt 'e of U1e Lowell Fire D part­

m ent. " 
It w a obvious U1at a reliable ource of 

w at r was n eded. esp cially In an lndus­
tsla l community . /\bout U1ree yers later. 
through th inriuenc of mll l owi1er G orge 
C. Moore. • me w at r pipes w er la id in U1 
NorU1 vtll ge and water w as u pplied by t.he 
Moore Spinntn ompany . /\ few home ­
w er Included in thi • Ort wat r !:>Y ' lem but 
th water w a ' not fit for drinking. 

In 1906 u, State LegislatLLr passed an 
act a llowing tJ1e formation of th North 
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h Im ford 1'tr Dtsb·tct. (The name was 
lat r changed to North Ch lmsford Water 
D i tr! t.) Well wer driven near the shore of 
what was then Leach' or Newfield Pond 
(later Cry ta.I Lake. but now ca.lied Bruce 
Fr man Lak ) and a tandpipe and pump­
ing l Lion w r reel d . 

An att mpt to g t Town Meeting support 
for a unified mun! !pal water system In 
I 5 fail d and It was not until 19 I I that 
th vot r agr d to appoint a committee to 
I ok Into "th bes means of providing bet­
ter fue prot cllon In that part of the Town 
known as h Im ford nter ." 

T h 19 15 report of U1 onunls loners of 
th h lmsford Water DI trict tell us that 
"At tght o· lock p.m . r, bruary 20. 1913. a 
111 tin of !Uz n of h Im ford Center ln­
tere ·ted In tJ1 ' labllshment of a Water 

y- tem w a h Id In th Lower Town Hal~. 
Aft r ex tend d di cu slon. by a standing 
vot al l pr ent xpres d th m elves as de­
· trou of i>stabllshing a yst m of ome sort. 

a lthough opinion was divided as between a 
Town Water System and a 1'tre District." 
The former was eventually agreed upon. 

The Legislature granted a charter to estab­
lish a Water System subject to the acce­
ptance of the voters of the District. The vote 
for acceptance w as carried 92 to 3 . (It would 
be lnteresung to find out why there w as a 3 -
vote opposition.) 

A 225.000 gallon concrete reservotr was 
constructed on Robin's Hill . Wells were 
driven along River Meadow Brook and a 
pumping station was erected at what was 
then the dead-end of Warren Avenue. Thus 
w as the Chelmsford Water District born. 

During the next several years. both the 
NorU1 and Center W ater Districts gradually 
ex tended thelr mains. However. It was not 
until 1933 that the East Chelmsford Water 
District was organized and two years later 
the SouU1 Chelmsofrd Water District was 
formed . The latter merged with the Chelms­
ford Water District about two years ago. 

Every few years there Is a movement to 
onsolldate the various wter systems Into a 

single unit as was proposed In 1895 but the 
Idea has never met with U1e approval of U,e 
voter s In ilie various Districts. Undoubtedly 
unification will take place some time In the 
future. but. .. 

That's the way IL w as. 
George A. Parkhur t Is a Chelmsford his­

torian whose famlly has lived In town since 
1654. 


