
Pomp, circum$.tance of gradyP,tjpns past 
School graduations 1n Chelmsford have ,. when the graduation was ln the Center and · 

dlanged over the years 1n tome ways and 1n I Th vloe versa. The gr:aduates (onned a receiving 
others they arc slmilar today to what they 8 Way line and greeted friends and acqualntanoee. 
were nearly 100 years ago. II Then. at least 1n 1932, the line doubled 

The most obvious change ls 1n the size of Wal back on Itself so that each graduate could 
the graduating classes. In 1893 there were say goodbye to each of his. <r he", class-
three graduates from the High School In the By George A. mates. Danctng was enjoyed the rest of the 
Center while thls year saw 502 diplomas Parkhurst evening with rmeshmcnts served durtng In· 
handed out. (111ere were also probably 6-8 tenntssion. • 
graduates from the High School ln North i.ii.ii.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. St.artlng ln 1919. htgh school students 
Chelmsford In 1893.) were not the only ones to recetve diplomas. 

It was not until the fall of 1917 that the the national flag was festooned along the The report of the School Commlttce that 
Center and North High Schools were com- front of the gallery, In the center of which year included the following: "A new plan 
blned. Graduations and other acUvlUes had appeared a fine group photograph of the has been inaugurated thfs last year ln 
been held entirely separate before then. So members of the class." granting diplomas to grammar 9Chool pu
the class of 1918 was the first to receive The academic procession included all of plls. ThJs has been done to acate a new In· 
their diplomas from "Chelmsford" H~ the high school students as well as the 13 ccnUve to the grade pupils. to not only com
School. That year the policy of holdtng tlie graduates. Each of the graduates read an es- plete thts ftrst cycle of their traJnJ.ng but also 
graduation In the Cent.er one year and In say, following whJch the chairman of the to seek hlgher laurels ln the sphere of educa
North Otelmsford the follow~ was lnsti- : school committee. Mr. J .A. BartletL con- tlon." 
gated and was continued until tlie 1930's or • ferred the diplomas. For many years, two grade 8Chool gradua
fater. ThJB writer recalls the 1923 graduation t1on.s were held each year: one at the North 

While we talcc high school gradua tion as and the problem that arose. Town Hall and one at the Center Hall. 
an annual event, lt was not the case less Apparently. the custodian of the North Students from the Princeton Street, High-
than 100 years ago. Town Hall had varnished all of the wooden land Avenue. and West Grammar Schools 

According to the Lowell Weekly Journal of chairs. a few days before the graduation on had a Joint ceremony at North and thO!le 
June 29. f888. June 22 of that year saw June 20th. Unfortunately, the weather had from the Cehter Or~ School, ln the 
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er \'ears, when the E.ast Chelmsfcrd 
·and Schools had e.ight grade;. 

d a ed with the Center Grammar 

Grae from the e.4;hth -grade ln those 
da,-s was a :-:1_ les one ln inc li ves of manv of 

• ey ot the.Ir first long pant 
the ston . It was usually 
blue serge. which soon devci 

hlne on the scat of the pants. 
• I cheviot 
ch ed . 

Parkhursc I a Chelmsford h 
farruly ha //1 ·~ ln CO\l7l sir,ce 


