Pomp, circumstance of gra

School graduations in Chelmsford have
changed over the years in some ways and In
others they are similar today to what they
were nearly 100 years ago.

The most obvious change is in the size of
the gradua classes. In 1893 there were
three graduates from the High School in the
Center while this year saw 502 diplomas
handed out. (There were also probably 6-8
gladuata from the High School in North

elmsford in 1893.)

It was not until the fall of 1917 that the
Center and North High Schools were com-
bined. Graduations and other activities had
been held entirely separate before then. So
the class of 1918 was the first to receive
their diplomas from ‘“‘Chelmsford” H
School. That year the policy of holding the
gaduation in the Center one year and in

orth Chelmsford the follow was insti-

ated and was continued until the 1930's or
ater.

While we take high school graduation as
an annual event, it was not the case less
than 100 years ago.

According to the Lowell Weekly Journal of
June 29. 1888. June 22 of that vear saw
e first graduation in wown since the gays
of Coeimsiord Academy 50 or 5o vears pre-
Vioas

‘The decoranons of the wwn hell — the
wark of the graduavng class — were ab-
undamnt and arranged with exceliem aste
Upon the arch over the pladarm. In large let-

ters of evergresr. wazs 1ne Tanslzuon —
Now penc w vour czrs — of the class

mono. nune mMSargite remis

“Thne zrch znd sides of the pladarm were
DOrdeTes With evergresTis Zns Over e Win-
Ao I Thie reress was the number AR ndi-
czung tne clzss vezr Poned plznis znd Dou-
guens e - fromr of the

pladorm and at the rear of the anditonium

magae av
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the national flag was festooned along the
front of the gallery, in the center of which
appeared a fine group photograph of the
members of the class."

The academic procession included all of
the high school students as well as the 13
graduates. Each of the graduates read an es-
say, following which the chairman of the

ool committee, Mr. J.A. Bartlett, con-

. ferred the diplomas. s

This writer recalls the 1923 graduati
and the problem that arose.

Apparently, the custodian of the North
Town Hall had varnished all of the wooden
chairs a few days before the graduation on
June 20th. Unfortunately, the weather had
beer hot and very humid and the vamish
had not dried properiy. The audience dut-
fully siood as the graduates marched into
the hall and the hinged chair seats came up
w1t them One of the voung ladies who de-
livered an essay dunng the program reporis
thzt when she stood up to give her speech
she neard the sound of tearing cloth Since
she wasn't sure how much of her dress
magnt De mussing, she backed back to her
sezt on the pladorm afier her presentation
No. the dress hadn t tomn
£ reception W0 the graduates the evening
following graduaton was another annual
Tadinan started in 1918

the reception was held 2t Narth Town Hall

duat

Juoes 19,

ions past

when the graduation was in the Center and
vice versa. The graduates formed a receiving
line and friends and acquaintances,
Then, at least in 1932, the line doubled
back on itself so that each graduate could
say goodbye to each of his, or her, class-
mates. Dancing was enjoyed the rest of the
evening with refreshments served during in-
termission.

Starting in 1919, high school students
were not the only ones to receive diplomas.
The report of the School Committee that
ﬁear included the following: “A new plan
Grating ipiuis t grammer Siool it

ting diplomas to ar pu-
pils. This has been done to create a new in-
centive to the grade puplls, to not only com-
plete this first cycle of their but also
to seek higher laurels in the sphere of educa-
tion.”

For many years, two grade school gradua-
tions were thd each y$ one at thg;orth
Town Hall and one at the Center Hall
Students from the Princeton Street, High-
land Avenue, and West Grammar Schools
had a joint ceremony at North and those
‘{rom the Center Grammar School, in the
Center

In later vears. when the East Chelmsford
anc Wesidands Schools had eight grades.
they graduated with the Center Grammar
School

Graduation from the eighth-grade in those
davs was a milestone in the lives of many of
the bovs — they got their first long pant
suit just for the occasfon. It was usually
made of navy blue serge. which soon devel-
oped z high shine on the seat of the pants.
or dark blue wool cheviot

Things have changed
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