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Chelmsford's firs_t Memorial Day, 1888 
Memartal Day wtl1 be obaerved thla year 

on Monday. May 26th. lo keeptng with the 
Monday-holiday policy, rather than on the 
tradJUonal May 30th. 

It was lo 1868 that the commander-tn­
chlef of the Grand Anny of the Republic (an 
org&;nlZatton of Northern veterane of the 
Cvtl -W-ar -umally refCIRd. to as ,the G.A.R.) 
eatablJahed May 30th u a day for honortng 
the lllffl)ory of United States aerviccmen . 
who gave theJr llvea for their country. 

Becauae th«e WU •WI blttemeae between 
the Ncrth and the South, the c.onf'ederate 
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Parlrhurst 

States rdueed to recngnw th1a date and set largeat observances ever with 400 people 1n 
their own days. the parade (double the number of the pre-

Chelmsford had Its ftnt formal observance vfoua year). Ninety-one veterana from Lowell 

IChool children marched . the lhart dlatance 
from the achoolhouae to the town hall for a 
··general aucmbly. '' 

The program conatsted of the alng1ng of a 
few pa.trtottc ~. 90IDe pa.triode redta­
ttons and brief lnf'annal talks by a Clvtl War 
veteran and one who had served Id World 

. War I. 

The parade the followlnst monung was led 
by the chief manhal and h1s aides. followed 
by the Olelmsfcnl band. town offldaJa, Civil 
War veterans, acme man:Nng M4 atha's In 
Model T touring can. veterana of the$~ 
18h Amer1can Wart World Wu I veteram 
and Oold Star Mathera, OStl ,. and Boy 
Scouts. and MIN Suaan McFarltn leading a 
large number~ achool diUdrm.. of Memorlal Day In 1888 with arrangements arrtved by train and were met and eacarted 
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