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Chelmsford’s first Memorlal Day, 1888

school children marched the short dlttame
from the schoolhouse to the town hall for a
‘‘general assembly."

The program consisted of the singing of a

Memorial Day will be observed this year
on Monday, May 26th, in keeping with the
Monday-holiday policy, rather than on the
traditional May 30th.

The way

it was in 1868 that the commander-in- : it was few patriotic songs, some patriotic recita-
chief of the Grand Army of the Republic (an ; tions and brief informal talks by a Civil War
nization of Northern veterans of the |- veteran and one who had served in World
Civil War; usually referved to az} the G.AR.) I‘gy Bocra. War L
established May 30th as a day for honoring !
i memory of Unitd Stats sevicemen | Parkhurat Bl oo g

who gave their lives for their country.

Because there was still bitterness between
the North and the South, the Confederate
States refused to recognize this date and set
their own days.

Chelmsford had its first formal observance
of Memorial Day in 1888 with arrangements
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by the Chelmsford band, town officials, Civil
War veterans, some and othérs In
Model T cars, veterans of theSpan-
ish American War; World War 1 veterans
and Gold Star Mothers, Girl and Boy
Scouts, and Miss Susan McFarlin leading a
large number of school children.

observances ever with 400 people in
the parade (double the number of the pre-
vious year). Ninety-one veterans from Lowell
arrived by train and were met and esou'ted
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