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--------... ·-------- . Sclentiflc study on sex:-detenninlng genee I ..------ Bryn Mawr for her but !he was never able ~ 
may eccm to have llttle connection wtth in- T .. occupy lt. She dled tn Baltimore on May "'-
habitants of Chelmsford. he way 1912 at the age of 50 of breast cancer. Hq 

But such lS not the caee. II • ..am funeral was held tn Wffltford and she ts ~ 
Newspapers have recently reported that W88 ' ied, wtth her family tn FaJrvtew Cemetery l¢ ► 

scientists at the Massachusetts Institute of Westford. . : 
Technology <Mm, the University of British By George A. She published almost 40 professional pa-
Columbla and the Untverstty of Helslnki Parkhurst .__ _______ _. pers during her short career. Known for hef 
have tdentlfled a gene. IDF, located on the ~ clarity, Dr. Stevens was a woman of strong 
Y-chromosome that triggers the mechanism · will. enormous drt v~ precise and persistent 
that determines whether a fetus wtll grow l; out of a possible io 1n arithmetic ~as her ' In pursuit of her goals. Her life was de<f:-
lnto a male or a female. : lowest score). teated to sc1enttflc research and teaching. , 

lt was Ln 1905 that a former Chelmsford i She then taught at the Minot's Comer Dls- A scholarly paper entitled Nettle Marie 
woman. Nettle Marla Stevens. was the (Im trtct School (1883-1884), moving on to a , Stevens 1861_1912: Her Life and Contrlli-
to publish the fact that sex ts determined by teaching position at Westford Academy. 1 utions to Cytogenetics. by Prof. Marilyn B. 
X and Y chromosomes. The Stevens family moved . to Chelmsford ! Ogilvie of Oklahoma Baptist University and 

(Dr. Edmund B. Wilson. working tnde- in 1893. taking up residence at what 1s now <'llff◄ d J Ch ettc of Chelmsford w~ 
pcndently. published a slmllar finding a No. 23 Billerica ~oad. and Nettle served as . [pub~ed ·ln thi':>rocttdtngs of the Amert.:. 
short time later.) llbrartan of the Free Public Library (prede- r Phil hJcal Soct...+v in 1981 · 

Nettle Stevens' an~tors settled 1n cessor of the Adams Library) for a brief pe- can 090P UJ ) ! 
Chelmsford in 1663 and for fl.ve generations nod. reslgnlng to accept a teaching posltlon j Although Nettle left no h~ the present 
lived on Old Westford Road at the comc'K of L at Howe High School in Billerica. , writer Is proud to be one of her cou.slns. '. 
School Street. Some of her forebears had • eled to Callforn1a and en- · , . ' 
moved to Westford and thence to Ca.vendWl, In 1896 she trav , versl where George Adams Parkhurst ls a Chelmsford 
Vt. where Nettle was born tn 1861. After ht-f '·

1 

rolled atedLe~an~=r~r ~ and ~ter's I historian whose family has lived 1n town 
mother's death. the family returned to tho '1 she earn er mce 1654. . . ' _J 

· Forge Vtllage sectlon of Westford. . t l: d~.,d,, h father and sister had moved ' -- - --
She attended the Westford schools and ' . ""'tY· er left them 1n 1900 and 

Westford Academy (a private acadrmy at ~~~~: Bryn Mawr College. After 
that tlme), graduating 1n 1880. She and her there only stx months. she was gtven 
sister. Emma. completed the college prepa- I ~ sh1 to study at the Naples Zoolog
ratory course with nearly perfect grades in : ~cal ,;:;.,uoJ and the Zoological Institute at 
an subjects. 1 . . Germany. Returning to Bryn \ · 

Nettle taught Latin. English. math. physl- Ww-zburysh' _, ed h_;,i Ph D 1n 1903 , She 
I d I t th ;;;,1,..1-.. sch I in Leb- , Mawr e r~v a . . · o ogy an zoo ogy a e •~• oo . 1 was the recipient of a grant to continue her 

anon. N.H. for three terms before entering I research tn 1904 from the Cameg1e lnstl- , · 
~;} Westfleld N~. School. She passed ~e \ tute. .~ ,.,'. · 1 

four-year com-se In two years with the hJgh- A research profeaeorsbi~ was created at If · ' , ..... 

est academic sca-e ex her class (a 9.5 aoore , ~1 • . ·~ 
. . • ·-r~ 
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