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The controversy over Article -Roo~toR C0NFUSI0 street names- in Chelmsford 

34 of th town meetin1 warrant In cJddition to those cited were formalized. In \bat year a 
- the renaming of the origina,I abov~ there -e till a f w commJt ee wu appointed to 
Clover HUI [)rive raises an strce\,•llames th t rn l1ht con tu e prepar .a Hat o.f the thorough 
interesting point. How, im- th4:! newcomer to Chelmsford, fares in the varlom Uons or 
porlant is the name of a street? 1 Pa~~. elflce..(pnd, ~,ark Road town . Because ~rth, Sotth, , 
As Shakespeare wrote in Romeo I are located in the . ame area, as East. and Wei4. Otelmsford and 
and Juli~t, 

0 Whaf•s in a nam,e? I is true ·of' Colonial Drive and the Center waJn those days, I 

1llat whach we call a rose, by C--01onial Terrace, and likewise widely separatal villqes, a few 
any ot~er name would smell a·~ Di411l0nd Street a,ut_ Diamond street names appearedMt,two or 
. w . t. In other words, a name 1 errace·. However,· Adam~ n1ore villages. For example, 
i only an identification tag and · A venue coftnects BartJett street there was a. High Street in . West 
has no "ntr·1nsic value.. ' with Bosto'1 Jtoad near the Chelmsford .as well as in the 

FIREFlGHTERSCARE Adams Library while Adams Center. What is now North Road 
111e residents involved have Street runs out of' Vinal Square. 1 was called Centre Street 

lo ical reasons concerning how Pine Hill Avenue is at Golden TOWN MEETING TOPIC 
the change in name should be c.ove in the Weatl nds but Pine Twenty ye,ars late·r, In 1925. 
1uade. and no one ca11 ,question 11111 Hoad bratlch off Westford the matter of names came 
the inadvisability of having two . --tteet. Putnam Avenue i,s, east before a Spedal Town Meefng 
. treet with the, same name,. ,>f Boston }load and Putnam again • •under Article 9 It wa 
Pa.~ l experience has shown that Uoad is i11 North Olelmsford. voted that a COU1mittee con 
complications can ,arise. A good While Wilson Street connects sisting or Fred J\. Snow John 
example is an incident that BiJlerica Road and Olelmsford McAdams. A. Heady Park 
happened several years ago. ;street Wilson Lane, runs off J1ames F. Leahy, Arnold C. 

The telephone rang at the T\1ain Street in West Olelm- Perham. and l:lenry Shedd be 
Central Fire Station and an sford. · appointed to ~va~ the names 
excited voice reported ,that ' Then there is Srnith Street., and locaUons ,of the streets. 
there was a bad grass rtre near which parallels Route 3 between avenues, and rpadl of th town 
the railroad tracks on Maple steadman Street and Pa.rkhurst and , report their recom-
St. reet. 't 1e caller hung up J<oad and there I ·•N. S. Sn1ith I rnendations at the n xt annual 
before the firefighter could any .~treet:~· in East t"helmsford. town n1eeting iu,d In ca the 
furU er in,formation. on the north :side of Heart cO"mrn ittee cont,mplates a 

ince there is no Maple Stree·t ; Pnnd in South Chelmsford we change in the name bf a street 
·in Chelmsford, in what directioq find First, Second, Fourth, the residents be,given a hearing 
sh ntld he dispatch the onl}' fifth. Sixth, and Seventh Lanes. before the change i made! 
available Forestry Truck? Fi t Second. and Third Streets A rulJ rep>rt was'presented at · 
Maple Avenue runs, ,off run •off Warren A.venue,· but the town meeU111 on February 
Chelrns[ord street in the first. Third, Firth, Sixth. R. 197.6. 
W tlands1 tow,ard the r Uroad cventh. and Eighth . Avenues ONE STREET tWONAMES 
tracks. while Maple Road ·. arcJn he Crystal Lake (or what • In spite or these official 
crosses the same railroad in . was Crystal Lake> area in names. a few streets were 
Soutn Chelmsford. It . is un- rq,;nth - Chelmsford . Confusing caUed by two names A late as 
derstandable that, in his ex.. i ·n l 1t ! ? the t9,20's it .was common to 
citemenl, the caller said street N<>W - AND THEN hear Boston Road referred to as 
instead or avenue or ro.ad. But streets that have been l.aie out Sou h Street and C1lelmstord 
this . small error could have in the past few.years have been Street was usually called Lowell 
resulted in tragedy had a ho~e named by the developer with ltoad. 
been on fire. • . ·: the approval of the Plunning LOG IC PREV A~ 

At another time, a fire was Board and the F.ire Cbief. U has been asked, "Where is 
reported as being on Pleasar1t l lowever. the earliest thorough the· bridg,e on Bridge Street? ' -
Str~et whi~II runs off of Smitl\ l fares were ea~~ by names th~t a reasonable question although 
Street near Parkhurst Ro~dl w re descriptive of their there is no bridge on Bridge 
Actually there was a brisk · location sueh as the "Road to SC reet. It was named after the 
hrush fire nn ,Ph,asn t Avenu < ;roton,. or "R(,nd to Billerica," Hev-. Ebenezer Bridge. the 
11(•u1 th East .hcl·ms·(ord j \'hi,ch in l1me became shor- l'ourth 1ninlster in town. 
r ·ser · .. 1 t •n.ed lo Groton Road or Like wise, one might wonder 

Fo,rt tel in both of th e Bijlerica Road. Others received about a sub'Nay on (or under> 
cases~ e error were their na1nes from famihes Subway Avenbe. About 50 years 
discovered ·· nt! • corr eted , liv'ing in the vicinity: Bartlett ago when •the, area between 
before the property lo . wa. r,:el.-1

• Fletcher· ~rtet and he,lms(ord street and Da1ton 
la ge · two examples may . ;.ff)g ~'. . 1 

• Hoad in the Westlands was a 
explai ·hy 'lh Fire, Onef get -T OST - ~ ON.It AME ·· pine wood, th was a pat'h 
in1.01 · i·n n ming ev1 l eel · , · t · - 35 not lDltil 1905 f'hat through the den:ie W<>l<fs: . :.,vith 
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THE NiAME OF THE Buryling Gr·1ound1 1IQ1 Sau h 
Chelrri, fOi:-d Is cut into the grar, te po ts t t e 
entra1nce, Why Js It cafl ''Hart 1P·ond 
Cemetery·'' when the body .of ,_ r ·r: he 
treet Is generallly accepted/ 8 1S He,art 1"ond~ 

( Photo by George A .. 1Parkhur J) 
t,he c~nopy ot the £re~,.6ra.nch~~ i ~ _caUed ••~owntown La · ii ' 
f . rm.t.ng a v.erltable - subway .· . Drum HUI urprlsl . y ha no 
People com.1in1 from Lowen on , connection ·wi·th a · . · m, It 
I.he treet~ car wou!d u:se thhs derives it · name fro~·· ·the fact 
hoi~t cu t.o, reach their horn. e in th at ·it is a drumlln I a· ~,logical 

the Dalton Ro.ad - Steadman · formation th t '_ wfed from 
e~ area .. So,, l~ter w~en . a the deposition of grdtt) and 

tre was put thro,ugh . mt wa.s s.tone rro1n the gl.acier in 
narn:ed Subway ..,. enue.. reh,stori . times 

A ade' y 9.reet at 'the north GOLDE' COVE 
e· _d of the -Cen ,'er common is 160 1, 1e·a.rea n.ear the int-:-- , ctJon 
c lled tecause the Olelm ord of t .,. d- an St r - t with 
.Acad --m1y w . lo ated on it Chel ~ford ·:- re . i,- s been 
1, _ r the pr1 sea t ite or th . known L I ~ id -n for 
"entr aJ BapU t Oiurch, - o _ · r ::l o ' _, • 

w en ·1e and 1862. · '''1H ,tory· of ord 
Canal Street ronowa th · aJd h t •G ld . · C.Ov ( foun • 

t~wpath along the Middlesex. town re~rd as · arly a.s 1688)1 ls 
Canal . . Church Street is ad an anc.i•e t name for · he 1ocal'ty 
Jacent to the form.er location o.f wh , re the b oo,k of 'that name is 
S!·· John 1s Ch·urch in t.h~ North eros ed by the road to Lowell, 
,~1l1a,ge. And Mlll Ro.ad (at one but It -orig'n Is obscure The 
time known as Russell MUI and that covered the bott.om of 
Hoad > provided access to the old fordway; the yellow 
l{usselrs Mill lillies once numerous there; a 

ln the early part of th . 19th story that t.he Indians had found · 
cent~ry there we~e many old .there , these ere some-of . 
1 elat1veJy straight highways th vague attempts to account 
eonstructed to r cili'late for 'lhe name.'' 
stagecoach travel bet.ween TH.E POND IN THE SOUTH 
n ajo~ c.it.ies, One of th _ - P'erhap tile one feature In. 
turnpikes a~1 they we·re ,caU d , helm ror · that is mo t 
pas ed thmug• tbelm for t fr q_ nll .called by . several 
was the main route be we n 1-:s the pond ocated near 
Concord. . .H ., and on. lhi uth Villag,e. Sometimes it 
Sections of this ii wa re i r L d to 'Heart Pond, at 
h1 .use as Turnpike Ro _ d an 1 .>t her time .as Ha t Pond, b , 
I\Jl1ddles . x T·umpik.c r us l n Ba isl Pond. The 

HJVEHNECK R01AD la· l . ·r because, i is ne r 1lhe 
If Hivernec __ Road · · m : like f ·rs BapU t Ot· rcb and it ha . 

an ~nusual nam , it r1gj - is heen said wa used by _ · · e 
~as1,Jy expla~ .as he· . rq d hurch _s a bap:istery·. . 
that ran ro , Ch lms. b d Wilke Allen , in h"s "History of 
Center to l'~he I eek." thi1-wa · ·Che'lmsford ' published ·1n 1820, 
the nf:Ck of land bounded . e ;tat s that 'rt e only (sic) pond 
Merrimack Riv .r an e in loWfl. 1s Heart Pond which i-
Concord River . Today this are.a. a very ple.asant hasin of water 
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o·r a (e,w ·mues in cir,wnference, 
tnueh rrequented, formerly, by 
those who were f~.of .a"8Hng . ., 
It ·11es in, the Muth_, eon• of 
the·town,andin t~rllm.bles 

h rt ,,, Dr tar-.__,,_ ·- hi a ea .. -, . ..... aMall,ua · I 
histo,ry, mentions 11111 body of 
water 14 times, and in .every 
c,ase s.pells :it Heart. It ha■ ~~ 
suggested that the name tould 
he Hart Pnnd because of the 

' hart. or dee·r ·th,t inhabited its·., 
shores. t 111 

BURYING GROUND 
D.irectly across, Parkerville 

Road trom Heart 'Pond is a 
cemetery.1th.at ls. plairdy,marked 
'• l-lart Pond Cemetfll7.."' Tbll 
hurying g.round, ·whld) .dates 
hack to 1774, is ·mentioned 
sever.a.I times i,·n ": Waters• 
hist_ory. and .here a1ain the 
spelUng is ~, con.sist,ently 
t, Heart.'· However t a search of 
old Town Reports disclosed that 
the Cemetery tC'.ommisiftners., 
since 1906, . . have al•a:ys 
ref erred to 1t as Hart . Pond 
Cemetery. . .. 

Alt~~ugh ~~.e . ~~nt writer 
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