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Historian finds fault with accepted 
Map of W est(Qrd in 1730 
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ey 0eor1e Adams Parkhurst 1n not appear 100 years 
The . Map of Westford tn l -· later on the 1831 

1730''. showing many streets ~~ 1 
, 

and the location of houses at the I •:' t· (,. '' ' rtl lit~ . . -,~~ survey. 
Ume Westford was Incorporated. I., e nc"w 19 f 
has generally been accepted as complex for the less than 100 ----------.---
a picture of the layout of the famll1es that resided here In the tlme of 1ncorporatlon (1729J 
town at that time. 1730. Many roads shown on the was available. 

This may not be the case. l730 map do not appear 100 4.) Individuals included on the 
A detailed scholarly report. re- years later on the 1831 survey. ftrst Westford tax lists, but 

cently published by local hlstor- Also. town records show that whose residences Hodgman 
lcal researcher Will lam B. Pre- ! N"li.t_M ~-wt Ah IOt a . . wear, 

scott. points out that the map some of the roads shown on the ~&~~ .'!, 

was probably prepared by, or 1730 map were not lald out ►• ~~•ftaidt' ~~-
for. Rev. E.R. Hodgman foc tmttl as mu~ as 50 years after hh , ltiehtll'yfnl''~ lndJ'iMuale 
Inclusion in hla ''Hllltacy,:ahh1 that date. on the first Westford · tax hsts 

~~
. ~t&ID l6B81 2.) In 1730. and until about are reflected on the map. 

, . •1• l~Jffll ~~;~ ~~~~ ~ -!(?Sil~ ,. In additlon to facts nncovered 
IIM •~iifnfciirHI1H::·to :.::~~-~~~~~: by Prescott In support of hts the
this conclusion and supports hls .1 ilbW_,...1.. -tf th wp-waa i.r.' ory, there ts an untltled map in 
theory, with many pages of~ .l"fll0,,"~1

8,~t.ri the Massachusetts State 
proof obtaJned by personally :,JJS~~""" • h been Archives bearing the notation, 
studytng early town and genea- ' effatit spelling would ave "The survey of this plan was 
logtcal rtmrds. used. taken in May I 795 by scale 200 

Nothing on the map Implies his his- rds to an inch and reported(?) 
that It Includes only those 3 .) Hodgman states tn distance 28 miles from the me: 
streets that were In existence In tory th.at no plan of tlle town at tropolJs {llld 24 miles from the 
1730. so this discovery ln no ------------ shtrc town·· These were proba-
way destroys the map's useful- ,-u .... -- roads shown bly Boston and Cambridge re-
ness In locating early 18th cen- ~'UA1U.&J spcctlvely. 
tury dwellings. It tmrely locates OD the 1730 map do This map shows the Meeting 

_ the h~ ~ I• I int streets House and Westford Academy 

I 
arid only about eight roads. 
These were, undoubtedly, the 

. main thoroughfares with the 
I outlying f anns being served by ;~-.. ~ -1: t:~'· · •an 1'100: ~ · - · r 
' t Jhc th~~~- 'A • 1 
I tfbl fiti:v~ ·ttte n twork of'strnet~ . 
j shown on Hodgman's map. 

For those Interested ln learn
ing where the first settlers of 
Westford lived. the museum has 
some early maps. Ln ludLng tJ1a t 
of 1730, for sale. 

Prescott 1s to be commended 
for hls thorough research which , 
among other things. uncovered 
the misinterpretation of Rev. 
Hoclgman's map. Instead of be
Ing titled "Map of Westford ln 
1730' ·. it should perhaps have 
been "Map Showing the Lo
cations of Residences in West
ford In 1730 in Relation to 1881 
Streets' ' . 

George Parkhurst. a Chelms
ford natlve, recently moved to 
Hlldreth Hllls wlth h1s wife. Bar
bara Hildreth Parkhurst He has 
a keen Interest In local 'hJstory. 


