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Chelmsford Historical Commission 
By GEORGE ADAMS PARKHURST 

Tlw rww Chdmsfnrrt C:1·n1n I llslorh' l>ls • 
lrh'I whkh fnd11dcs 41 hornc-s. d11rn·lws. 
T11w11 - m\·111·cl h11tldl 11J.!s. and tmsln1·sst'stab
llshm1·n1s has ht'<·n ar1•c·ptro li,r llsllr1J.( In lh<' 
Nallnmll l(<'j!fs11·r of l lislnrlt' l'lat't'San·ordln,:t 
111 a 1•01111111111h·at1011 n't't'l\'t'd from Mld1ad 
,Jos1•ph l 'unn11II~· . St·rT1•111ry nf SHIit'. 

B1·11dl 1s n •s11lll111,! from this llstlnJ.! lm·l11ch• 
j.!r:1111 -- ln- al<I l'llglhill1r lorpropc-rlynwrwr . . 
n·r·ocn ll 11111. p1·1111 ·1·111111 . 111111 fr·rlrrul IHX lrl( 'l ' ll 
th·1·., for 1111' n·hahllltall1111 oflm111111• prmh11• , 
flt/.! propl' rl_1· 1111111-r 1111' T~t" Hd 'nrm /kt of 
1!17fi. 

l'n ·- applir ·,1111111., l11r fls1·al _wa r l !lli I 
l,!r.1111-; !"a ll 1111\\" ,~ - li lt·d hy U\\' lll'l'SOI (lnllH'l'IY 
l,11 ·atc-rl wl1lth1 1111' hr111111b ol lhls Natlonitl 
Hq,!fo,; rr·r I >isl rh ·t. I lrn1·1•1·1•r , I h!' flllnJ.! !11·adlirw 
lo~ !hf., _1,·,1r fo,; i\prll :IO, l!-!KO. 

Thi._ I ll..;11,rh · l)f,.lrfl'I I h,11 ha !'. (l('t'll 
111 -hid1 ·1I In tlw Nali1111al H1•J.!is11·r Is 11111 111 Ill' 
1·1111 1'1 1,wd ll'llh 1111' liwHI llfo,; lori(' l>lstrkt 11la1 
ww, c-slahll1<l11·<1 ;1 ft-,1· \ 'l'Hr.i aJ,to. /\JI ho111,th 
1111·_1· h•11 It l11d111h· 111;i11~·. hut 11111 all. of I hi· 

samt' butldl~s. they <'XIS( for<"llll l"t"ly dlrrt'r· 
ml pu111osc•s and an· mws«'t' II by l\m st'par 
a tr t·ommlsslons. In 1hr 1·aS<' of 1111' n>t't'ntly 
approwd National lki,!lslt•rDlslrl,•t. lnqulri<'S 
should be- rllm·tC'd lo J . Frrl)' Hkhardson. 
t·haltmau of 1hr Chdmsford IUstorlt·aJ Com
mlic~lnn. Thr l0t·al Hlslurlt· l>IK!rlt ·1. whl<•h l !oi 
prlma rllv t'rlllt't'rn<'d with I hc· 1'.'tlrrlor apprar
Unt't' or i1s b111ldl 111,ts. Is lht• n•sponslbllt ty of 
lh1· lllslorlt' l>lslrlc't Cnmmls.slon. Both nf 
1hrS1· arr uf'lkal I0\\'111 ·1111111111 lr't'S h111 IT<'t'l\1• 

lh1•lr aut horllv undt•r dlITc-r1·n1 i\c·l.o; of llw 
Massac·huS<•I ls 1.l'l,(lslal tm•. 

Ano1hrrorl,!a11tzal 11111 \\'Ith a slmllursound· 
lnJ.( na1111• Is lltt· C'hdrnsford I llslortml 
Sod1•1y. This Is a prlwJlt· nir1H1rallnn and ts 
nnt part of town 1-(ol't'rnnH:·nl. 

In acldll ton 111 1111' nt'\I' ('h!'lmslorcl Crnlt•r 
I llstorll' l)lsl rll'I. 1 lwrr an• I hrt't' ot hrr 
( 'ht'lmsford pmpnllrs ll!Ool <'rl tn I hr Natlonu.l 
HPJ.(lst<·r. Th<'V un· th, · Mlddh-S1·x Canal. 1hr 
Oldr Chrlmsrord Garrison I IOUSt'. and (h(' 
Flskt• House.• In CC'nlral Squal'l'. 
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Central Square In Chelmsford. circa 1900.(Photo courtesy of George_ Parkhurst) 
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