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Ginger al~J~!t4,,!!!t::~-'.'Js put Chelmsford on the map 
By George Adams Parkhurst if.· . . :: · .. ,.;... .,_.,...- , .. ~- -~::-.,.~~ -· . ;._ 
S!alf Correspondent ;. I i'IAlf.t t1"·~ts_tJ,JJijt~2~.: ·.': 

-~ ' Dal; provj\fi&~~- a~t ~- · 
This year Chelmsford will ce~ I ti-anspor~'.~ :&it~:( ·t~l · · _: 

brate its 335th birthday. In all ~~1- · -=:- ··- .. .. -Y- -80 - ,- .. , ·•i ~ .. , 
llme, It has developed from a ,tq· . Cli,tJe5t~I:' ~. ~ . 4 ~ . - , 
tier settlement to a communitJ,; r~. ~ . ~ "' ·.. . 
small farms to a comfortable bc:d• , ·,i13ie Merrimack ManufacturtJig;_~~.- : 
room town. However. a review~ ··. ~pany, the _first of what wo~1~; : 
lhe town 's history fails to un · ~e Lowell II great cotton ~ j .., 
any single event that could ma . •1d production In East Chelm ~ i . 
famous. Unlike Concord. we h.t,yt, · · _·· )n 1823. (It waa three , , 
no historic battlefl4rld. uor do ~ , 'that this area seceded fr ( 
have great mstl!uctblfs-'..'i,,i1eanithg; C ' sford and became the To , 
like C.ambllldge·:-W~,;tan't po,lnt t a·· 6f 'well,) .. 

: r~~( ,;bl"coHNi" te · • 1 r.~ln•et,~41.. --~;, 
l mu,;.~11-can. ,.'" . ~~·~ . Y: · ~\~~• ~ 

-P~rhaps C~elmsford's fame • -~ .- • -
1
- ·• z~ Wi!tM-:.fti~(. t , 

based on something more abstract: ; ~~~ ~ ~ : - ·_ 
recognition that It has good schools, · , • the town famous. There Wf!it.;' · · : . _ . , · · . . . ,: 
many churches. convenient shoi>:-'_l however, one product that pl!li![~.. . tNttAtLY rt P ! PRoo, . . o-.1lv CAP-.c 1rv nc~l . 
ping facilities and Is within easf Cttetmsford on the map: Cbelnet. a _____ :_.....:.:;____:___:~ ___________ _;_...:_ __ __;;,.,.;.;~;.;,;;,;;"'-,;;.;;.;.:.:~ 
commuung distance to major high · ford Gtngcr Ale. This was demon..,, ~ Photo courtesy of George Adam Parkhurst 
tech and military Installations - an I h · · :: · · · · · · • ~ 
Ideal place in which to live and • ?:!'ts~~: ::de~~g ~! i:,de~~. • Cflw~lo.rd ,Ginger ~~- il~~t~ld in acea.gr~')', ~8~- I~a-~ocnpany which flo~n$~!1dJ;, tpa ~~ _. r-
brtng up a family. • --~:-.., qound Boston many years ago r~. . .. P.ll._~ ~~ Chel~d'.f!~hty . • W.-i<~~~ts~rall~!~.-. ~:·:t<!-.JT ~ ~, .. ; .,.. "'•.!· 

Hlltorlcal firsts . . 111. marked, "Chelmsford. That"s whert!. - .. . (- . -~ .Jouilder I to-~t. "Bk ~'.&ur'"W,f: . . .. • M-:i products) ... ;,tr to ~.; 
. · • • • - , _. . 

1 
• ttie ganger ale was made." ~ .. _' · 11 and prtri t~ef ' &f ' tile cont•: • ~ad~. •fd6r tie's:;·()~ · . ·; .~ . c:pi!thiued to ue the facllitlel 

. Hlal~rl~aJJ,tt~~, !~~J!r. -~~-~~ Although the product was dis~ ' ~. took great pride ID ~. · ~parllla. lemon and llme, c ., · . , ftir ~ yeara to manufacture the 
8Cm"al 'flrW. 11i~~~i.n_ · utcd Interstate as well as locall.yll6! \ ~ce of the building ~ ~ ~ and "noxola." ln the -~ ~~elmllford Une of IOft drinks. In 
matcht.1 tp .be ~~ 11! fr8tght car lots and by the comsr,-~ -lajdacaped. the t,ounda to compY:';~ _, of the opentton. "Old En · ~e, Canada Dry dSacontlnued pro-
United States were prod urea by . : n~ large fleet of trucks, the rac• l .. ·Jl\enl. the rcatdencca along tile ~F Beer" had been bottled IDf!l,, ~Uon at the local plant. but they 
Byam Match Factory In So~ wu community-oriented. 1be ~ J ~t At a ume when few Indus~ ~ tn stoneware bottles, but ~!.' ;:l!llll mark.et a product" known aa 
Chelmsford ( 1835). The first schod..; ood plant. erected In 1912 foll~ •J jli.nta bothered with lawn& anclb qpt1.que bottles became lllegal,:.,lf. .~~Chelmsford Ginger Ale. gtvtng the 
In the country to teach Up readi.,a '. the destruction of the ftrst bull ·· f flowcrs, Annatrong tnstalled:a foui1h ~-,producUon or glnger beer ~ : i lown a somewhat tenuous hold on 
and speech to deaf children was ~ · by ftre, still stands today on LI J bdn and nower gardens 1n the larilaJ ·· · ded. ·· · · m clalm to fame. . 
tabllshed at No. l Academy Street. ton Road opposite P'orefathers Cem· lawn tn front of the plant, m~ ; · 1928, the Chelmsford Ginger Gtorge Adams .Parkhurst ts a 
In 1866. Chelmsford was the north- · etery. rt forms part of the present a~ _ :t1'.;rr /Ji Company (ortglnally called the Chehmford hlstorla wbOlle WDl1y 
ern terminus of the Middlesex Ca- , warehouu, . _ .J:li~.J11l)duct line ~ not ~ ·. '-"lmaford SprUlg ~pall)' be- baa lJved In town 61nce .!_654. __ 

c:L,..i~'l H IQ J!l»le of the •lfflllfwatcr uld In It.I 
Historical perepectlve T.,,.,_,~."~"'' 
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