
I , .J •• ,. ,' ·· r 
' 1 !f . . ~ I 

l .,. , .,. \ • \ 
' • I • • • • ._ ~ ... . - ••" • . ; : • ,. • • ' tt ~ • • • • : • "I ~ .- • • • _, ,. .,. ' -

C~ELMSFORD INDEPENDEN'.f - SATURDAY,~ 28. 1980 PAGE 7 

I Fourth of July in bygone days 
By GEORGE ;&\DAM$ PARl(HURST 

July 4tb, our natlotl°s birthday. has been relebrated 
tn 01 ae wav or a not her by t ht> ·people Qf Chelmsford for 
the past I 00 yt>ars. Thfs Is as 11 should .bt" acrof<tl ng lo 
,John Adams tn ,,a lt>Ht'r to ·h1s·w1fe. Ablgall, In Julv. 
1776 when he wrote. "I am apt to bellevr thnt it wlil be 
rt'.le'br:ated by suC'<'ttdlrtg gf'neraUon~ as the ~teat 

annual festl\'aL.lt ou~ht to lJf' sol~mnlzed wtth pomp 
and parack-. with ~hows. J(ames. sports,.guns. bonffr<'s. 
~nd Ulumlnattons..... · 

torn lost his rtiht arm and two nn~ers of his kft ham 
as well as the sl~ht of one eyr. 

Chelmsford has had ·sQme outstandln~ lndepend
t>nct> Day relebrattons during the past tweh't' years. 
Built around the annual parade. they have Included 
many otht"r actt\'ttles su<'h' as band ronNtrts. square 
d.ancing. coohliy f~lrs. hohday breakfasts. art exhib
its; and road rac~s. Thf' bfAAest c.elebration took pJiice 

The biggest t·elebratlQn. at least-up to that llnw. tool1 

pie~ In 1895. It was t-stlmated th~t 60(>0 , to HOOC 
proplt- vlf'wed the paradr. Ev,n thespec:taJ rlertrk car~ 
from Lo~U rould not handle tht> rrmvds. II w <1~ 

n.'portrd that ''two or thrl't' REAL polkC'men from 
towt>II arrived t.o ket·p the Pf'(lP,I<' In ordn. a drnm1 
stance th"t greatly amu~d the good proplt. who ha\'.e 

'lonl!bttn in the habU o(kttpin~ them~l,·es in order ... 

In 1976. the Jlirt'ntennlal year. Most . of our p'"'°sent 
re$1dents. arr famtllar wtth thf' r.erent ph>J(ra01s but 
haw- no Idea of what took plaet' years agb. So let ·s takr 
a look at the ,past 

ll Is-not dear when news-of the signing of the Decla
ration of Independence first reached the 1341 people 
that ll\'rd tn Cheltnsford Jn 1776 but the Re\'. Ebrnrzer 
Bridge. minister of whaf ts now tnP First Par'IS-h 
c;hurrh. wrote In his diary. "After servicf' P.M. ,Ready 
d("(.'laratton of tndrpendenre of ye Unl.ted Statt-s of 

, America In y pub. ron~regatlon. agreeable toy orde-tuf 
ycouncll of this State: · 1r.ach mhllsterwas rf'qulte'd to 
read It on the nl'$t Sunday followt~ ~elpt ofa c·opy.or 
the- IJf-daratton.) Ortd~e·s en.try 1!' dated Sept. 1. 1776. 

What typr of «'<'lrbmtlon. If mW, mnrkf'd thl~ m('mor
able date prior to llw lat<· I HHO'~ If' not known to the:' 
1>n-M-nt wrHtr but tlwrr ~rr nt'Wllpaprr rcportg.of thr 
dav·111•t·th1ll~ f'tnm .th<'O on,Asa,rulP thecelf'braHom,i 
In thr 1880's Wf'rt' Informal and unorganl1.rd. They 
conststrd mainly of little boys with bl~ flrecrark~rs 
and other devices for mal<lnJ(· the "night before hide
ous to the more staid porUon ef the c.ommuntty."' ~nd 

1 also Included. family plC'nlcs on the Fourth. in 1886 
"there was a ~atherlng at the ·sumU house· on Robin 
11111 by Invitation of the Vlllage lmprm-'t'ml'nt A'-socla
t~oo to:' lrifo(nially• dt"dlC'ate Mr. SJmons·s new struc
tur!'. Ttt~tt ·waA a very satls'factoryattendanre arid a 
ronstant:dr..rnand,for mln't hosfs Ire cream and.(\tber\ 

, .~1:re~~~n~s, There; was also a display of flreworlts.~· 

I ', w~ .. or,eti :u~tQ\t, tl:i~• jU\'tnlle delinquency ls a ,pto-

1 
r- duct e>.fth~ 2Qth ~1'(~1)'- Howtver;-on the night ~fo~ 
. the ~ounb ht 1&8.$ •. 'the door ·of-the Unltarlan \-estry 

I .was .fQ~ ope.Q ~y. a gang of hoodlums. the well-kept 
I Interior defactd by.filth and a lamp broken and the 
·. contents po~ µpon thr floor." A( th~t point the 
,_, ~nUor:arrtm:tand.~hec-ulprltsOed-apparentlytothe 

Town-HaU~berr._they broke In and tipped o~r SC\1"ral , 
. fire e:dlnl(uishets. And thafwas 92 years 8_Ao!-

.. . 

' · Wtthoutqu,stton th.e most t~glc- ln~pe,ndcrttt'Day 
In C.belmsfot;d's htst01yshocked the matlvri in 1~. 
Three. J'Oun~ then. Walter Simons. Jr .• Fred Santom. 

; 'and Hanso~ 1burstof\ dttlcled to Ott an old ran non on 
tht Commdo:: Due. to. a rn1sn~~ young .Simons was· 
·sffudt \)y u,~ .nirrtj·O<J an~ kl.lied 111,9:ta~tiy . . ~d $a.n-

- -~ . ~ ' .. 

The parade. as was the custom. consisted or twd dl\'
lstons; lead ;by the chief marshal and hi~ aides on 
horsebaC'k.-Horse drawn Roats by the lcx:al store keep
ers and art_tsans made up the trade d-J\1sion. Th<' 
set'Ond . half of tht> parade was tompostd or th<· 
"antique-and horrible .... that Is; romlcal urilts burle~
quln~ d.arrt'nt arth1lles. A basebaU ~amt> In thr aftrr
noon ronduded ,he day's fe5th1ttes. 

Two partlC'ularly nott"worthyrelebratlons took pla<"<' 
In 1923 and 1924: The f<>nner tnduded a big parade .. 
with frs "horribles dMslon:·. of f;'{)Urse. followt'd hy a 
sport$. program. a cavalry drmonstratton, and. In the 
evening, a pageant by the Girl &out~. a band com't>rt 
and a dance at the lown hall. In 1924 the· artMtlt•~ 
opened on the.3r.d with the u&uaJ mldwavon theCen
,ter Common and. at mld111ght. ·there wen- .bonfires at 
both the CentPr and North \1ll~~s. Tht' parade tlU' 
n<'xt day wa~ n-pnrtr cl to hm't· bt~•n !ht• lnnl-{r :--t 1·\·1·r. 

C~l«-braflonll durtnll tht ne~, sr\·eral yt•arir; \\'t'rt' 
llmftt"d tot.he annual bo:nllre and. In most l'asts. ba~· 
ba.11 games and dan<.-es. with a few patrfottr exerl'lses 
on the Common. A resuri~nre oft·nterest. spark~d by 
Chelmsfortrs CoJonlal Minutemen. produced a· gala 
relebraUon In 1968 and this has bec-o,nt- an annual 
ewnt stnre then. Whh the hl~h prlre of ~asoltne. It I~ 
ex~ted that many of our townsm~n.will be at horn<· 
over t~ Fourth. This should prod.Utt an e\'t>n la~rr 
turnout for ,ihts yea:r·s parade. 

Let's hQpt that Chelmsford . will continue to com
memorate . this most lmJ)(>rtan( 'h~llc:\ay for years to 
C'otne! r ' ' 


