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Entertainment wore ,a different facelF<",l'fil, 
A century ago, the citizens of Chelmsford 

and the surrounding towns eagerly awaited 
the spring announcement of the minstrel 
show at-the town hall. Although minstrelsy 
ls one of the oldest forms of the perf onntng 
arts, it took on a new Image In the mid-19th 
century. riding the crest of popularity until 
World War II. 

Since then "minstrel shows" have become 
socially unacceptable with the recognttlon of 
their offense to black clttzens. However, the 
minstrel shows staged locally were pure en
tertainment - rip roaring comedy - with 
no social -tmpllcatlons implied by the pr~ 
ducers or inferred by the audience. 

The shows were 100 percent amateur. 
with the cast made up of businessman and 
other prominent citizens under the sobriquet 
of the "Chelmsford Coons" before the tum 
of the century. Later, church groups. the 
American Legion post, and the Grange 
turned to thts surcflrc hit as a fund raiser. 

The local troupe received unusual public
ity In the press. One announcement read: 
"The coon ts a nocturnal animal and, true 
to their Instincts, the 14 Chelmsford mem
bers of the species will put tn an appearance 
Thw-sday evenJng at the town hall. when 
they wUl bring down the house. It ls cur
rently reported that the Janitor expects to 
reap a harvest from the sale of buttons gath
ered up after the performance. and that the 
grocer and druggist wtll lay In an extra sup
ply of liniment for sore sides.'' 

It was reported following the production, 
that "the entertainment was attended by an 
audience of at least 400, fully testing the 
seating capacity of the house.'· Lowell and 
all the SWToundtng towns were represented. 

Minstrel shows followed a stereotyped 
pattern. usually of three parts: ''First Part,'' 

The way 
It was 

By George A. 
Parkhurst 

"Olio," and "Second Part." The first part 
adhered to a structured form. The · 'interl~ 
cutor," a sort of rtqgmaster, was seated ln 
the center of the front row . with the soloists 
on either side o( hlm. At either end of the 
front row were the "end men." The chorus 
was arranged in rows behind these. 

The Interlocutor, usually a person with a 
commanding personality and a resonant 
voice, was the "straight man" for the banter 
with the "end men." Although his an
nounccmnets and attempts to correct his ad
versaries were couched In excessively 
learned terms, he was continually outwitted 
ln the verbal exchanges wlth the end men. 

While the interlocutor was always played 
straight. the end men and, sometimes, the 
chorus were in blackface. The end men were 
real clowns. usually addressed as "bones .. 
and •·tambo" because of the Instruments 
they played. The bones were curved pieces 
of hard wood held between the fingers and 
shaken to sound like castanets. "Tambo" 
played the tambourine, demonstrating hls 
dexterity by tapping the drumhead on his 
knees. elbows. hands. shoulders and head. 

At the conclusion of each Joke by one 
"end," his counterpart would guffaw loudly, 
leading the audience to laughter regardless 
of how corny the story was and both "ends'' 
would shake thelr tambourines for added 

punctuation. The Jokes were interspersed 
with vocal solos and dances. 

The brief "ollo" was "played tn one." that 
ts. · on the apron of the stage before the front 
curtain, allowtng the stage hands to set the 
stage for the ··second part''. 

The "second part" was free fantasy -
spectalttles. sketches, parodies of current 
plays - all of the parts played by members 
of the cast of the ''first part.'' It frequently 
had at least one female character (the 
wench) that produced considerable laµghter 
from the audience since all the actors were 
well known local men. .. . . , . 

In later years, mixed casts of men and 
women appeared In the entire production. 

The quality of the music was excellent: 
both soloists and members of the chorus 
were accomplished singers. The tunes were 
a blend of old standbys and popular music 
of that time. 

The final production by the Chelmsford 
Coons was a revival on Dec. 12, 1923 with 
a cast of 23, Including three "bones" and 
three "tambos." Several younger men were 
recruited to augment the remalntng mem
bers of the original casts. At that tlme the 
Coons' "mascots." a live racoon In a cage 
surmounted by a stuffed specimen. occupied 
a table In front of the stage.-

The minstrel show was a musical that 
could be capably handled by amateurs and 
always attracted a crowd since there was no 
attempt to compete with professional enter
tainers and the Jokes involved local officials 
and situations without malice. 

How times have changed ... 

George A. Parkhurst_ Is a Chelrrisford his-
tartan whose famJiy has llved ln town slnce 
1654. · 
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QUESTER, 

A. II. DAVIS. 

C. H. TIIO:vtAS . ED. WIRT. 

II. L. l'AHKIIUW,T . C. E. BARTLETT. 

The Cream of the 

A . ;\I. \L\RREX. C. E. PARK. 
" Colored Four Hundred." 

F . A. Ei\lEHSON. 

A. II. PAHK. 

JESTERS, 

J. K ADAMS. 

\\". B. COTTON. 

W . EMERSON . 

• J. \VILSON. 

JESTERS, 

,J. A . BARTLETT. 

A. P. PERIIAi\f . 



I. Overture. A111eriC'nn Ordt!'stra 
[All Whi te. ] 

:2. Opening ( 'horu• . - t 'olorNI ~' our I I 1111,!1·pd 
[All llluck .] 

:i. KPPJ> a Jl.111111H•rin', - A. I'. !'Primm 
[ Re,;µcctfully cll'flicutNI to th ~ spinst,•r,. J 

4. My l~xiled B oy, Ed. Wirt 
[ By tlw boy himself. ] 

:;, Who Stoll' the Ham, ,J .E. r\da1ns 
LA libernl prize will l,e given for the corrN·t ~olutiou of tlli~ rny::-tPry. J 

ti. St1!<:lll Brown, - ,J. A. Bartl Pt.t. 
LThh1 $Ong h:t~ mN with the g rcutr.;t -cm·cesl-(-nt th<' rc-ht-ar~ttl~. ] 

7. ('orn!'t Solo. G. 'I'. Parkhu rM 
[Fir~t nppennmce 011 1111y AmPric:1.11 st11ge .] 

S. D o wn on the Old Planta tion. - F .. \. E111cr~on 
[This Plnntution for :-u le; ea~y tcrme-; ,. 1 down, tit <" rt>~t in lesi,; tlu111 n niinutl•.] 

!l. Goltl cn Chnriot. \\'. B. ( 'ottnn 
LT1t t• voice used by ~[r. Cotton i:-1 not hi s own ; 1,orrowt->d from th e New Englund 

Co u~rrvn.tory of :\I usir. ] 

10. The <'rn\\'n of LovP. - < ·. H. Th o1ua~ 
(Our latest flud. l 

11. Oltl ll0111e Do\\'n on thr Fan11, ( '. E. Park 
p rr. Park hna been kindly lonuerl uy tht' s,•lect111e11 of )l elro,e. ] 

I:!. Hanjn 80!0, - ,J. F: .. \d a11H 

1:-1. Finalp Chorus.-::\Ir dl ey. 
[Contains " few filmilinr songs.] 

The jokl'S used during this cnte rtai11 111Pnt are t!H' lwsr t h e town 
aflord~. 

The Me 11<le lssohu Quartette furni sh one sc le('t ion during th P ·' Fina Ir 
( 'h orus .•· 

Ne w C"ostun1es. '.\f(•w Stage Set t i11g, 
[ov1m .J 
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P HOT OG RAP HER , 
51 ::::ENTRAL STREET. 
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FREDERIC T. GREENHALGE: JWILLIS r. BURBANK, FR EDERI CK LAWTON. 
f<l'l:f.SIOtttT Slt ftUAftY-Tl'ttA~Ultt.R Vltt-f'Rf~IDfNT-ATTORNf.'r. 

.AT' t h aT' )'J. W a rren, -4- (Je!Q,t, 

Wm. J. BO~BEC~, ,,,_-_;;) 

® ~STAURAl'fFf. 
Cor. Middlesex and Gorham Sts ., Lowell.1 

_ - -----~--- BIG nONEY. 
~ We save you )iig 

e:.~f:!i':,-- mouey on s u,nr, '-7-i ,~e can save you 
bigger money on 

,,, " '!'en and Coffee. 
Patronize us nd 
see. 

DICKSON BR S. 
the big tea deal rs, 

68 MERRIMAC t 

R oland H . Boutwell. Roswell ~I. BoutwtJI. 

Boutwell Brothers, 
. . .. Deniers in., . , 

Iron, Steel, Heavy Hardware 
Carriage Wood-Work. 

Boston Office: Sl tt k St L , I 
144 Pearl, cor. Pu rchase St. 1a UC ·, owe · ----------il-

GREENE & CO.; l · 
~ High Grade Bicycles. ~ 

UNION. RAnBLER. 
R.EnlNOTON. CRESCENT. 

101 Central Street, Lowell, Mas 

O'DorrQell a. Gilbride, 1-
Wholesale nnd l{ctnii Deniers in 

{;:£-. D R Y GOODS, 
CARPETS AND FURNITURE. 

Merrimack, Palmer and Middle Sts ., 

Silver and Niehel Plati 

I 

Ghel rn.c;foT'd , Mass . 

.... Get Your Watch Repaired .... 
AT THE · 

One-Price Jewelry Store, 
J. A. LEGAULT & CO. , 

Central Street , cor , Prescott , Lowell , n ass. 

CHAS. LITTLEFIELD & CO., 
Manufacturers of 

.A ll K inds of Paper _Boxes . 
Wedding Cake Boxes, Paper Napkins, and Table 

Cover Paper in Roll consta,ttly 011 hand. 

Talbot Building, No. 46 Middle Street, Lowell . 

C. -BATES, 
IDenttst, · 

· Cor. Midd lesex and Ell iQt Sh~~ts, . 
LO\XTELL, ~ASS .. 

Heney· 11. Wilder. Geo. j'. Libbee. . Wm. 1<". Wihler, 

~, tl .. ·H· .. WILDE~ ·« GO.,~--- . 
~ • ... .. · - De-illers in :-- · 

F ur naces, ·R an_ge's, Stoves,' 
' . · K itchen· Furnishing Goods.· 

Plumbers, Ti_n and Sheet Iron Workers. 
Nos, :29-3 , M arket-Street , L"ow ell , Mass. 

RO BERT Sl:\1 1-'SON , CHAR(. ES T, · ROWLAND, 

SlnPSON & ROWLAND, 
~ ::_:v.t} 1_0LE_sALE GRoc:E~s. · ~ 

Coffee Hoaster,; Hnd Spice Grinders . 

82 TO 88 MIDDLE ST,, 

T ELEP HON E 548-4 , LOWELL , MASS . 

at DERBY & MORSE, 
T , LOWELL , MASS . 

I 
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COLUMBIA BICYCLES. The Standard 
of the Wor ld . 

G. f-I O WING, DEALER 11' • .•• 

~ <tbotce jf amil~ <.Srocertes 
an~ ll)ro\1isions, ..... 

Tea.;, C,,ffc: es, Pure Spices and Country Produce. 
Foreign and Domestic Fruits. 

145-147 LIBERTY STREET , LOWELL , MASS . 

SO[TII END PAINT STOR E, 493 Ct;)~~g~~l~treet, 

. .. . ,Yhereaf'ulllineor:-... I 
::E> ai:n. -ts--C> i.1s- --V ar:n.ish.es 
Stains, White Lead, Linseed Oi l. Window Glass; 
Pr epared Pnints nnd Bnu.iJi , s can bP 1ounci constant ly on I 
ham.I at Lowl'st 1..1rices. H o use unrl ~ ig 11 t'a i;; t ing. 

Remember <: "tJ... E d p · t 5t Geo H Kirby, Prop 
t he place . . ;Ou I/ -o all) 0(€', 493 c'helmsford Si'. 

To our Friends and Rtlrons: 

THE Ttt□JI]PS□N HRRDWRRE G□ ., ~gt. 

E~1ERSON BROS., 
•••. <!boice 1bome-roa~e • . .. 

~~ ~ o,nfcd i.o-ne-"-'r· ~0? 
Fruit of all Kinds. Wholesale Dealers in Bananas. 

73 Merri mack Street , Lowell , Mass, 

G. E. SMART & SON, 
. . .. •• Dealers In ...••• 

GROCERIES, TEAS, COFFEES and SPICES, 
-.>,. MEATS AND PROVISIO N S .-y-""

Cor Smith and Liberty Sts, • • Lowell . Mass. 

T he C helmsfo rd Coons , after th ei r h ibe rna tio n during the season of 189_:;- , have 
come f.,rth aga in , refreshed an cl invigorated by their long rest, ho ping to rece ive from 
yo u t he: cordial w elco me that you have extended to them in th e past. \Ve take 
pleasure in presenting t0 _you a fine col lection of' songs , a ll of which are new this 
~easo n, :11 1cl are se lectec.l from a large number se nt us fr om the leadi ng music pub li shers 
111 B0sto11 and New Yo rk. Our opening perfor mance wi ll be given at the Town Hit ll , 
ChelmsfJrd Centre, Thursday Evening, Feb . 2•Jth, and is entitled 

-~"-TH:S 0~:0 CO.UN-TJtY $-T-0:lt:So"~ 
Th e Coons have been rehearsin g ·dur ing the past two months under the d irection 

of Dr. F, R Rix, a nd have spa red no pain s or expense to make thi s entertainment the 
best th :1t they have e\·er g iven . Hoping to g rret al l of our old fri~ncl s, and many 
new one~,-_a t our opening performance , we· remain, yours sincerely, 

· ;rhe Chelrn,.sford Coons. 

~ A PENN¥ SAVED·:1S. A PENNY EARNED._p 
.Yo\LCert~·i, ,)y _,n~~t-appr.eciate ~-·-s· 1·-c· y CLE Not only save yon expense, bu t tim e 
DeaJe_r that" ,U. save y_ou m_any_ • · . _and annoyances as wel l. \Ve c;a rry 
Dolla"ts in the rurchase of your_ . • everything pertaini ng to Cycling. 

Fowlers, Lovell . Johnsons , Orients and 
War\vi~ks·, Diamonds;· . Oaytons, Ring's Special. 

Ladies; and Gents' ·Bicycles, $35.00 to $wo.oo. Cash or Easy Terms. 
n ost Co~plete Repair Shop. Largest Stock. Lowest Prices. 

RI NG & CO., 225, 227 and 229 Dutton St., ..... Lowell, Mass. 

JAN{ES STUART mURPBY, 
:attorne~ at '.lLaw o o o 

o o o ant> 1Aotar}? ll)ubltc. 
Room ~4 . Hildreth Building, • LOWELL, MASS. 

4 Merrimack Sq uare . L II M 
and 266 Merri mack Street , • • . OWe , aSS. 
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Buy your T nt wholesale of 

NICHOLS & CO., 
147 Middle S t ., Lowell, 

AND SAVE :VlONEY. 

o.::-oJJi ~ 
(:}JI trJ' 118 Merrimack Street. 

0 

1bow bo \?OU bo ? 

C HRIS. HOLMES, 
124 and 126 Merrimack Street. 

LOUIS ALEXANDER, 
Formerly of ~, ifth Ave., New York, 
Successor to F. \V. Emerson, 

IMPORT ER ] TAILOR, 
65 Central St. , Lowell , Mass. 

PROGRAMME.-FIRST PART. 

Ube @lb (tountrr Store. 
CAST OF' CHAl~ACTERS. 

Si Judkin s. the store-kPepc•r .. . . .. . . . ........... . . . . . . .. ... .. ... .. ......... . J. Ada111s Bartlett 
Sn111m y Sweet, a model cl e rk .... .. .... .. . . .......... . . . . . ..... . .. . . .. ...... . .. Clay C. Bart lett 
Beu ll oi11g. a n up-to-date farnH•r . . .... . . . . . .. . ... .... . .... ....... .. . .... .. .. Al he r t P. Perham 
Ezek ia l :Easy .... . . .. ... ... . .......... J R1>gnlar } ... .. . ... ....... . ... Arthur M. Warren 
Hi Hncki11 ~ . .. . . .. ... ........ .. ........ l old cu~to111ers ..... . .... ..... . ...... Albert II. Davis 
Old Joe, an '-Ole T e111wssl'e·• darkey ....... . . .. ... . ......... .. .. . . . ............. Jos. E. Adam s 
Pete .··· -· · ..... .......... . ............ { Old ,Tot· ·s } ... . .. . . ......... .... Arthur W. Cotton 
Jpfr..... . . ... .. ... . . ... . . .... . .. . . . .. . . L'iekan i11ni <'s ... ... . . ....... ..... . . .. A lbert Ludwig 
Ik e Colligan, a co111111ercial trnr e ll 1> r . .. . ........ , ...... .... •. ......... .. .... . .•. J. Arthur ~pare 
Dutch y Pn, tzels . .................. .. .. .............. ... . ........ . ... .. .. . .... . . . . . ... Ed. Wir t 

i::ongs, recitations. C'tc . , incidl·ntal to the firs t part-"THI£ OLD COUNTHY STORE." 
Recitation-Th i> Li111itation~ of Youth . ........... .. ... . .......... . ...... . . .. . . . Clay C. Bartlett 
Song, with banjo accu111pani1uent-Ul<l Ten ne5SCl' -• •· ... . .. . .. . . .. .... ....•.. . . . .. . · .. ..... . 

. ....... .. . . . . . . .. ...... . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. ,J.E. ,\ d:11118, Arthu r M. Cotton, Albert L11d\\'ig 
Song and Cil o ru•-1 Guess li e Kno\\' , the S,•cret ::,{ow ........ .................. ,J. Anhnr Spare 
Soug-Thnr·s II hat! 13.v < ;o,h .............. . .. ...... ... .. . .... ..... .... .... .. A lbert P . Pe rham 
Soul{ and Chorus-The Yill:rge Choir . ..... . . .. ...... . ..... . ....• ..•.. .. ...........•••. Ed Wirt 
Song-unly to See li er Fa~e Again .......... .. . .......... ... . . ... . . ..... . .. Arthur bl. Wnrreu 

S . A. BYAM, 

BOOTS, 
SHOES 

SAY- \Vhat ' s the matter with Byam? 

® He sells the shoes of the town. 
What's the matter wilh Byam? 

His prices are way, way down. 

The matter with Byam is this, 

6:J Central St., Lowell. AND RUBBERS. 
That when you once trade in his store, 

You'll be !)Ure to get what you want, 
And go elsewhe1e no more . 

W . E. HATCH, 
DOORS, SASH AND BLINDS, 

Window Frames and House Finish, and all 
kinds of Wood Turning, Bracke ts, etc. 

WAMESIT MILLS, Cu shing Street , 
LOWELL, !\JASS. 

! E. D . STEELE & CO., 
I 

CLOTHIERS. 
Corner Central and Prescott St s., Lowell . 
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DR. JESSE A. Vl LES, 

Veterinary _Surgeon, • 
14 COHAL STRl~ET, LO \VEL L. 

C'onnrctt•d by 'l'PIPphone. 
Veteria a l')' LJentistry a Specialty. 

Established 1827. formerly Brabrook's. 

J. c. DONo, r AN, ~:att~r;~lc:~:,::ra~~D~a~~i;f~ 
H orse F urnish ings and 
Carriage Goods. 

Turf Goods a Specialty Evt ry thing fo r the H orse or 
Carn.1gc:, L:uge and cumpletc:: line ui H arnt:s;o;es always rn 
stock. All kinds of repairing receive prompt attenuon . 

Wa rProo111~, 85 ~larlwt ::itr .. et. 

WE .HI.di U,HVE UQBBJES and_nde thein to our , sa tis -
~ 1 ~ 1 fact ion. :i'\o man s pet 

hobby c::ver gave more sati~fact ion than we are now produc ing 
wnh our up .to-date furm:,h111gs. Fondness £or fine linen, 
neckwea r, etc., i:, a hot>by to l,e developed and encour.1ged. 
Our n ch and vaned as~o rtmcnt is an ed cat ion in cor rec t 
tas tc:. From our shirts fo r evening d re:-s a nd business \\ Car, 
to colla rs, cuff:-,, neckwear, half hoSe, underwear, gloves , e tc . , 
all 1s he re in a bnlhant aggregauon of novelues in materials, 
colors and effects. 

w. p I BRAZER & co., CENTRAL, CO RNER 
MARK tT STREt T. 

OTIS ALLE.r , 2d, 

Dentist, 
GLIDDEN BLOCK, 
LOWELL. 

PART II. 

GRAND OLIO. Interlocutor-Charles E. Bartlett. Bones-Walter Perham, J. 
Arthur Spare. Tambos- J. A da ms Bartlett, Albert P. Perham. Soloists
Edw. vVirt, Tenor; Geo. E. Burns, Baritone J. E. Adams, Albert H. Davis, 
Chas. I ichols, Harrv L. P arkhur~t, Arthur l\I. \Varren, Edw. B . Emerson, vV. 
B. Cotton. J ohn II. i{ednrnn, Erwin W. Sweetser, John H. Wilson, Walter B. 
Emerson, Edw. II. Chamberla in. 

Opening Chorus-The Minstrel's Deligh t, By All the Coons 
Erm MEN'S So:-.Gs . 

vVhen de Shadow of de Moon am on de L evee, 
l'sc Gwine by de 'Lcctric Road, 
Oh! My J onah, 
D on't Forget to Tell Me That You L oves Me, Honey, 

J . Adams Bartlett 
Wal ter Perham 

Albert P . Perham 
J. Arthur Spare 

SE TIMENTAL So:-IGS AND BALLADS. 

Sunlight and Shadows, 
Golden L o\'c, 
The Little S ta rs Are Look ing Straight at You, 
Clos ing Chorus-The Coons' March. 

Geo. E. Burns 
Ed . Wirt 

Arthur M. \\'a rren 

The largest and most complete line. 

New and Stylish Silk Waists 
and Skirts Can Be F ound A t 

NEW YORK CLOAK AND SUIT : CO., 
12 John Stret t, Lowell. 

CHARLES L. l\IAR HALL, 

Florist, 
67 MERRIMACK STREET. 

THE SA WYER CARRIAGE CO., 

Builders 
and 
Repairers, 

Kitson Biluding, 455 Worthen Street, Lowell, :\l ass. 

DURA.r T & ROGERS, 

Jewelers, 
First-class work. Lowest prices. Floral designs a 

specialty. Telephone connection. Central and :Middle Streets, Lowell , 
)l ass. 



I ·1 1 k tht>b••ststvler!Spring0vercol\tyouevt>r L R p kh ·t Ch J fi d 
WI ffi;\ e JOU """',uptod,1te i11,•veryparticular,tor,1u. e oy ,lr Ur:,, e IUS Of • 

FRED M. BARNEY & CO., EDWARD N. WOOD & CO., 
DEALKllS Ill 

G'roceries, Meats and Provisions. 
415 Middlesex and 28 Thorndike Streets. 

TRY OUR MARKET. 

FLOUR, 

Successors to S. N . Wood & Co ., 
Ethblished 1841i. 

GRAIN AND 
79, 81 and 83 Market Street, L owell, Mass. 

THAT'S WHAT, B Y GOSH ! 

You m;iy t;ike me for a hayseed, 
A Rueben or a jay, 

That's what, by gosh ! 
But you bet I ain't no monkey jack 

You meet with every day, 

1 
That's what, by gosh! 

For I 've taken all the prizes 
Down at the county fair, 

I can wrestle anybody, 
From a baby to a bear. 

I'm a Hick'ry Jackson D emocra t 
That was never known to sca re. 

Th at's what, by gosh! 

Of course it isn't this way in r eality, it's only the 
,•,ay a fellow fe els when on a good mount. If y ou 
wan t to fee l vourself bigge r th an the town, yo u c:.n 
accomohsh th:i t end by calling' on 

GEORGE H. BACH ELDER, 
23 P. 0. A,enue, rear of Traders Bank. 

me femon, American, Purilan, snacuse ~ Pac~er 
' YOUR CHOICE FOR $100 . 

BEN- nUR. $85 HECTOR 
WILH J.,L~i - . . 65 S PECIAL 

•~5 
50 

He knows how to use you, and you will get satisfac
Iion. Repairing and Sundries . 

Remember the place, 23 P.O. Avenue, right by the 
New Post Office. 

I GEORGE C. H. WHITNEY, 
I Formerly with W. H . Spalding & Co ., 

I PAPER HANGER, 
J Paintin g, Varnishing and Glazin11;. 

A full lin e ot Wall Papers constantl y on hand. Coloring 
allll \Vliitell iug. 

I Offi ce ~ n~•s irl.'.:'_'.1 cr . 220 w ·estford S treet , Lowell, Mnss . 

C. B. COBURN & co. 
A re the So:e Age nt s for Billings, !Ung & Co.'s 

PURE PREPARED PAINTS 
THEY AR.E THE BEST. 

Nos. 63 and 67 MARKET STREET. 

fr. J. GALLAGHER, 

CIGARS, 
260 MERRIMACK STREET. 
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A . G.- POL LARD & CO., Dental Purlors, Heslrlcnce, 
40S Middlesex St. YV W~stford St. 

DRYGOODS CLIFFORD, SURGEON DEN TIST~ 
l\Ierrimack, Palmer a nd )lidd 'e Streets . LOWELL, MASS. 

Remember that our team takes orders and delivers 
G roceries at the Centre each week. 

I cordinlly invite my friends of Ch r lmsfn rd nnrt vici nity 
to cull a nd try II cup ofuur HUT CO l<' ~·i,:i,: 

and exau1i11c our stock of Uoods at 

Boston Branch Grocery, 707 CHELM::iFORD STREET. 

455 Middlesex St ., opposi te Northern Station. WILLIAM 
CALEB L. SMITH , LOWELL. 

A. LANG, 
I GUE SS H~ KNOWS THE SECR ET NOW. 

I often used to wonder how it is "hen people d ie, 
If there's really any truth in what we hear; 

If there's such a place where peo JJ le have nice golden wings and fly, 
A nd if preachers give us all a pruper steer. 

My o ld friend Jo nes was taken ill two weeks ago and died; 
On his dying bed he made a solemn vow 

That he'd return and tell us all about the oth er side. 
So I guess he knows the secret now. 

C 11 0R11s :-I guess he knows the secret now, 
1 guess he kn o ws the secret now, 

l would lik e to kno w to-night, 
If my old friend J ones is right, 

And ii he k nows the secret nuw. 

Little Willie used to go to scho,1\, clime novel, h ~ w0 u\d rea d , 
And be bought a hunt_ing knife and gun I hat shoots. 

H e had read abo ut :he Indians, and of their crud deeds, 
So he went out west to kill th e savage Utes. 

' Way out there on the western plains pour Wi1iie needs no g un, 
For th e Indians placed a wreath upon his bruw; 

They a ll went to his funera l, as th ey do fo r every one, 
And poor Willie's pants are vaca nt now. 

CHORUS :-I guess he knows the secret no w, 
I guess he knows the secret now, 

l n the happy hunting grounds 
Little \ \ illie can be funnel, 

And l guess he knows the secret now. 

GRO CE R. 

PIANOS, ORGANS, CHAJ{LE:, H . HANSON, Jn.., 

SHEET MUSIC and HOOKS. 
GEORGE A. GARDNER, 

20 PRESCOTT ~Tl!EET, 1.0WI!:LL. 

W. McLAR'.\fEY & CO., 

Plumbers, Steam Fitters, and Sheet Metal Workers, 
493 MIDDLESEX STREET, 

Near Northern Depot. Lowell, l fa• ~. 

DUMAS & CO., 

.roanufacturtng Stationers, 
.42 Church Street, Lowell, Mass. 

lllanufilctur~r of 

FINE HARNESS . 
,,· itch J-111z1 ·J, Cy ntli i 1m1 Horse Boot~. \\' h11l ••sale Snddlcry 

lh1.rdw11rt, 1 Sii.·blc ~upp i t•~. Mun1t>:,.:,;, \\' hips, Hu bc::i , 
Hl1111k Pt S. Derby and Electric H.t11d agl·::I. 

G EO RGE M . WRIGHT 
BLACKSMITH, 

• .• CHELMSFORD, 
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BUY YOUR BREAD, CAKE ANO PASTRY at 

1J3ean's 1bo1ne 1J3akerfes, 
., 

55 1 Middlesex Street, and Lincoln Square, Chelmsford Street. 

PATTEN & CO., 

FLORISTS, 

133 Central Street, Lowell. 

THE DEAR OLD VILLAGE CHOIR. 

I remember, when a boy, the scenes I did enjoy, 
l3ut how dreary seemed th e Sunday that I knew, 

And how luth to church I went, 
Though my faulis I should repent, . 

And was seated in the hard a nd high back pew. 
There I'd si t th rough seeming hours, 
Planning schemes and building towers, . . 

· And my mind with b rilli ant deeds l would rnsp1re; 
But with the organ' ,; rull was wafted to my soul, 

Sweet music from th e good old vi ll age choir. 
·, 

CHORUS: Sweet visions of my youth so clear 
Are ever in my thoughts held dear ; 
I see dear fath er's fa ce 
And mother's kind ly grace , 
And hear in dreams the goud old village 

choir. 

Pjanos, 

)Eolians. 

Vocations, 

St~llltJcf'Si,· 
51 lVIettttimack 

W. H. HILLS, Prescription Druggist, Registered. 
Chelmsford, l\Jass. 
Agency for 

St. 

HIGHLAND STEAM LAUNDRY, 
33 1 Middlesex Street, Lowell, Mass. 

BRST WORK. PROMPTLY DONE. 

J. L. RosrrnTSON. w. L. ROBERTSON . 

ROBERTSON & CO., 
l>EALERS IN 

fUrnilure, s1oves. crockery, and House-Keeoina Goods. 
Entire Outfits. Agents for New Cyclone Range. 

96 TO 100 CENTRAL STREET, LOWELL, 'MASS. 

LOBPRET, THE P 110TOGBAPHER, 

AT LAMPRON 'S STUDIO, 
29 CENTRAL STREET, L O WELL,, MASS. 

Having sold my old Stud io. my friends and patrons 
will fi nd me at my new headquarters. Over fifteen 
years' experience. 

WHEN DE SHADOW OF THE MOON 
IS ON DE LEVEE. 

Dar's agwine to be a ch icken feast down at Il annah 
J enki ns' , 

·when de shadow of the moon am on de levee. 
Dar's agwine t0 be something for to keep the 

nigge rs th in king, 
While de picka11i nnies peepin' in de doah . 
Dar am hue cake aud 'p0ssum fat fr yin ' in de griddle, 
\,Vh1hen de shaduw of de moon am un de levee, 
And old Tomm y Jameson a play in' on de fidd le, 
While de p ickaninnies dance upon de fl oah. 

CHORUS :-1\' iggers in de barn yarrl ra zors in de air, 
All th e pretty wenches from de neighbor-

hood was there. 
So dey a ll began to whoop, 
l\'igger in de chicken coop, 
Look out fur Uncle Silas in de mornin'. 

J. V. KEYES & CO., 

Black Goods House 
of Lowell, 

198 and 200 MERRIMACK STREET. 

J. V. K EVES . J. s. II ANFORD. 

-------------
EDWIN F. LAMSON, D. D. S., 

Surgeon Dentist. 
C OWN AND 13RIDGE WORK A SPECIALTY. 

Cor, Merrimack an~ Bridge Sis. , Lowell. 

THE LOUPRET STUDIO, 

H. L. H IGGINS, Manager. 

97 Central Street, Lowell, Mass. 

A PERSONAL C:A LL INVITED. 
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CONNERS BROS■ ,--♦--

Office , 16 Thorndike Street. 

Elevator, Tanner Street. ~ General Contractors 
and Dealers In COAL. 

Wood, Sand, Lime, Cement, and Masons' Supplies. 
J. M. CONNERS, 
l!:. F. C ONNERS. 

T. D. HARTFORD, 

Clothing, Hats and Furnishings, 
18 Central St reet. 

SUNLIGHT AND SHADOWS. 
How often in fancy my thoughts love to roam 
O'er scenes of my ch, ldhood, the old cottage home; 
When life was all sunlight, I k new not a care, 
B ut deep shadows hovered as manhood drew near. 
Sunlight and shadows have all pass~d and gone, 
Like the refrain of a mother's last song. 
Sunlight! oh, return again, shadows never more. 
Let me be a child again, down by the cottage home ; 
Let me be a chilJ again and hear my mother's song. 

Ups- I say, old fellow, I 've struck it rich . I never 
had such luck. Evervthing ! hand le rises ten points; 
everything I touch turns to gold. 

Downs-Glad to meet you. Touch me, my boy, will 
you ? 

One of the Coons had an invitation from a friend in 
Kentucky to go on a hunting expedi1ion. He decided 
to go; but not knowing just what kind of game he was 
to hunt , he tel egraphed 11,is message : "All right! 
What shall I bring?" The reply came promptly: 
"Corkscrews ; we have the rest." 

J. H. JEANNOTTE 
..-• -BICYCLE 

D. E. CONNERS, 
J. H. LON!<l!RS. 

---- - ----------

F A RRINCTON, 

DENTIST, 
407 Middlesex S t . 

I 'SE AGWINE BY DE 'LECTR IC 
R OAD. 

l 's agwine to take my trabbling bag and start for 
Canaan's land, 

l'se agwine by de ' lectric road . 
Wi ll you come and join me, dark ies, wi ll you join de 

angel band? 
l 'se agwine hy de ' lectric road . 

l'se agwine to gih up poli cy, 1'11 play de game no 
n1ore, 

l'se had enough of gigs and fou r eleben forty-four . 
l'se agwine to trabel, da rk ies, l 'se agwine to 

Canaan's shore, 
l 'se agwine by de 'lectric road. 

CHORUS :-Den wake up , my hreddren, when you 
hear de train a comin', 

Oh, hustle, get ready, for I tell you we go 
hummin', 

And sta,t for l ·anaan at de b reak ing' of 
de day, 

l 'se agwine by de 'lectric road. 

& CO., No. 7 Hurd Street, 

HOSPITAL . 
Victors and Waverlys. 

.Amerieal) Or,t]estra 
LOWELL, MASS., 

Furnishe& music for all occasions for which an orchestra may 
b~ required, such as Concerts, Balls, Parties, Weddin gs, etc. 

P. O. Box 324. W. H. VA LENTINE , 
Bus iness nanager. 

• • • MIDDLESEX 
STEAM 
LAUNDRY, 

140 Middlesex Street, Lowell, Mass. 

Telephone. F. F. HA INES, Prop. 
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D un' t F orget when yo ur T E ETH NEED 
FILLii\G to g ive . 

bR. ~IMM0N$ a Call. 

HARRY L. PARKHURST, 

~ _C_O_ A_L_., 
2 19 Central Street, LOWELL, nASS. CH EL MSFORD, MASS. 

5. W. PARKHURST, 
DEALER IN 

GROCERIES AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE. 
CH ELnSFOIW CENTRE. 

F. B. HILL & CO., 
[~ ucccs,ors toG. F . ll il l. ] 

All K inds of 13ll s in ess Wagons. 
CARRIAGE REPAIRI NG A SPECIALTY. 

Es tubl i, hed 18u5 . 
346 and 350 niddlesex S treet , • LOW ELL, MASS. 

THE LITrLE STARS ARE LOOKING 
STRAIGHT AT YOU. 

My sweet and winsome sprite, 
I know that eve ry nig ht 
The li ttle stars are looking straight at you. 
They cannot help it, dear, 
The truth is very clear 1 

The little stars are looking straight at you. 
While tripping down the dell 
With some one at your side, 
The dearest, fairest Rower 
In all the world so "idc, 
l{emember when you ~ay 
You'll be that some one 's bride, 
The little stars are looking straigh t at you. 

f:' ' is th e place BIG'jG'•ES ~-,neU-O-n :1- to buy yo ur I 11 , 

\Ve ha,·e th em at all prices, new and second -h an d. 
Will take old wheels in exchange for new. 

All new wheels full y warranted . 

REPAIRING A S PECIALTY. 

F. EBERT, 

MANU~ AC.-1'Ul'Utlt. 
,09 to 113 Market S tr~et , Lowell , Mass. 

A lnrge •Stock of Heavy Draft a nd L igh t Cnrrioge 
H ar ues~cll , \\' hi ps, Fly ~ t-t -i, H orl:ie BIHnkcts, Bru :-he8, &c. 

Repairi Bg l' romptly Done. E tablishcd 183t. 

'.lLowell @ne===JPrtce a:Iotbing <ro. , 
.. .. l> E AL E HS I N .• ,• 

M en 's an d Rous' Clotld,nu, 
t{ats and fine futtnishing Goods. 

Nos. 7 2 to 86 Merrimack S treet, • Lowell , nass . 

CHORUS :-Yes, every pretty star tha t tw ink les in 
the sky 

Ts win king from its dome of rad iant blue. 
N u matter \\here you g'J, my hea rt it 

tells me- so, 
The litt le stars a re look ing stra ig ht at you. 

W e have been trying to make some such run as this 
- "Kengolt left ,"-and expe rimented on " He Kengitt 
there," but tha t don' t seem just right-any more than 
the squabble does-so we have referred the matt er to 
the lessees, not that we wis hed them to have less ease. 
It occurs to us that the p resent u11easilless which seems 
to ~xist in this religio us circus- or circle ( we did not 
mean circus, because in a circus you al ways know 
which is the clown ) is caused by a lack of on-knee-si
ness on the part of the brethren. Hut we will g ive it up. 
It' no use to try to ex tract a joke where there isn't any. 
T he fa rther we go, the worse tt is-just the same as it is 
down there, too; isn't it ? So the comm iltee appointed 
to arra nge the joke as k fo r fnrt her time. 

!~ H" I -, , Jamer Carlson, ~ 
•. •. Denier in . . •. 

BOOTS, SHOES ANO RUBBERS. 
Repairing Neatly and Promptly Done. 

309 Middle sex Stre et, - LOWELL, MASS. 3 Central Block , Chelmsford Centre . 

E. R. MARSHALL, 
• ••• 1'I n nu fa ct urer of . .. . 

... t{ouse finish, Doott and Window f ttames, .. 
~ BRACK ETS, ETC. ~ 

Snwing, Pla ning, etc. Boxes in Shooks to Order , 

S hop and Residence , South S treet , Chelms ford , Mass. 

•• .. SELL· • · · 

JI and 39 Market Street, Lo"'ell , nass. 
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The <toons and their Friends are always ,Yelcomed at 

NO. 9 CENTRAL STREET, LOWELL. 

DAVIS & NICKERSON, TAILORS. 
New Firm , New Goods, New Store, 

OH , MY J ONAH ! 

Come, all ye little darkies, and lords and queens and 
marquis, 

A nd listen to the story I will tell; 
The man's name it was J onah, 
The" hale says, you' re a go11er, 
And swallowed h im up in 11is g reat big bel-

C 11 0 RUS :-Oh, my J onah, you're a goner . 
T hat 's what the old whalt: said; 
But Jonah wasn 't crank y, 
~ays he, I am a Yankee , 
You bet I ' ll make bim wish that he was 

dead . 

And when the whale saw J onah, 
And said, " you are a goner," 
H e grabbed him by his little k inkey head. 
Says he, " you wicked sinner, 
l'll have you for my d inner ; 
You're just as black and sweet as gingerbread." 

C HORUS :- " Oh, my, but this is awful, 
I' ve got a great big jawful !" 
The whale cr ied out in ang uish, horrified. 
"My oil and whalebone p lenty , 
l 'd g ive to you , McGinty, 
If you'll help me get that coon outside! ' 

All The Latest Fabrics. 

DON 'T F ORGET TO TELL ME THAT 
YOU LOVES ME, H ONEY. 

I hab a colored swee theart and her name's Lucindy 
J ane, 

She is the sweetest yaller gal that lives down in the 
lane; 

I mee t her almost every night, 
All d ressed so fine, way out of sight; 
She tell s me, too, she luhs no othe r coon but me. 
D e darkies all am jealous when dey see us passing by, 
Dey size us up and say, " uh, my. hut ai n' t el em nig-

gars Hy," 
Yet l do n't care what dey all say, 
1 lub my luh more every day, 
And lu b to hear her when dese words she says: 

C HORUS: - Don't forget to tell me that you loves me, 
honey, 

lf you do then 1'11 be true ; 
Don't forget to tell me that you loves me, 

t :-> sonny, 
If you do, good- bye to you. 
Don't fo rget to tell me when yo u !-.ave nu 

monev, 
If you do I won't \uh you. 
For 1 luhs y ou, honey, when you g il'e, 

me all your money, 
If you do then rll be true. 

GEO. L. CADY & SONS, Cor. Western Ave. and Fletcher St., Lowell, Mass., 
W HOLESALE AND R ETAIL DEA LERS IN 

all Grades, also Bicycle Sundries. Bicycles 
Repairing of All Ki nds at Mach ine Shop. Call and See Us. 

C. E . AUSTI N, 

PIANOS AND MUSICAL GOODS, 
UMBRELLAS REPA IR.ED and RE- COVER.ED, 

19 Bridge Stree t, Rune ls' Building. 

BUR NHAM & DAVIS, 
Successors to Burnham , Forrest & Davis , 

W ESTE RN LUMB ER BUILDING CANADA AND DIMFNSION 
and NORI HERN ' TlnBER . 

Al<io Shingles1 Cb:1:pboards, Mou ldings , L a ths , Pickets, Posts 
Etc. , W holesale and Retail. 

Crawford Burn ham, Charles 0 , Dav is, Lowell, Mnss . 



DR. GEO RGE H . J E :-S N ISO :-S , I Simons' Glove and Ribbon Cleaner, 
1) F:-TIST, 

T he best c leansing compo un d ever d iscovered for 
·Gloves, Ribbons, Laces, Si lk H ose , Coat Collars, 
and all a rtic les soiled with d irt o r grease . 

PHEPA RE[) UY 
Office a nd Residence, 45 Kirk S treet. 

• W . S. Sln ONS, Chelmsford, Mass . 
Price 25 Cents. 

The Only Bookstore m Lowell 1s 

LAWLER'S , 

Tt,a. t\errim~c~ Clot~ir,g Co., 
O pposite City H all , Lowell, Mass. 

Clothing, H ats and 
Gents' Furnishings. 79 i\'J ER RIM ACK AND 3 JOH N STREET S, 

Telephone 373-4. Boston Discounts. 

GOLD E N L OVE. 

H eadquarters for A . Shuma n & Co. 's 
Fine Clothing . 

O nce more we meet beside the si lver river, 
Not as we pa rted in t he by-gone days, 

vVhen storms of fa te had torp our bonds asunder, 
And clouds obscured t he golden love dawn's rays. 

Once more we meet and cance l old regrets, 
Once more we meet and ~an d clasp hand again, 
ever to ask if one of us forget s, 
N ever to think of by-gone hours of pa in. 

Once more we meet w hen sunset gi lds the heavens, 
Meet as we pa rted, loya l, brave and true; 

Only the ha nd of tim e has touched us gently, 
Chang ing, perchance, our ha ir to wh iter hue. 

Once more we meet , the lonelv hours a re o'er, 
Once more we meet and own ' the p ast was best, 

Never to pa rt, 0 da rling , nevermore, 
Unti l the angels ca ll us home to rest. 

A. L. BROOKS & CO., 

Packing Boxes, 

We can save you fro m 25 to 33 per cent. 

on all D rug Store Goods. 

Ell ingw□mI & ca., Druggists, 55 7 Dutton Street, Lowell . 
Saw Mill at North Chelmsford. 

0. JI,!. PRATT. C, l\l, f' O lrnliST. 

PRATT & FORREST, 

DE1,lLERS * IN * LUMBER. 
Manufacturers of vVindow F rames. D oors, Sash , 

Blinds, H ouse and Church. Fin ish. 

Dutton Street, corner Fletcher, Lowell, Mass. 
SWAN' S 

SHOE STO RE , 

28 CENTRAL STREET. 

L OW E LL. 

H OLT & MELVIN. 

contractors ana Bunaers, 
A. 'W. H OLT. 
CHAS. T . MELV I ::,;/. 

C H ELMS FORD , MA SS. 

---------- - -- -
"Oh, "hat rapture!" said Augusts, 

As he sw ung upon a gate 
\\'i th a 111:iiden fa ir beside him 

T ill tlw hour was drawing la te. 
'"Oh, "h.11 rnp'd yer?" asked a fellow 

\,\/ho u·e , heard him howl in pain. 
"I do n't know," replied Augustus, 

·· But I suppose the old man 's cane." 

_( 
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LOWELL EXTRH SUPEQ ClflQPETS 
--- AT 45 CTS. 

BARTLETT & DOW. 

~cvm,;1, ~ ~ 0-.' 216 C E N T R ~ L S T REE- , 

LOWELL 
FUR.NITU :R.E , CAR.FE.TS. 

H . L COOPEI<. C. E. BART LETT. 

\.XTM. H. HILLS_,_ 
PRESCRI P TION DR UGGIST, 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

-PROPRIF.TOR OF-

no 11 icutem and Aromat ic Toi let Ammonia. 

AGRICULT URAL TOOLS 

AN D SEEDS. 

--------------------

CReAM. 
Ice Cream Furnished for all Occasions. 

A. H. PARK & SON, So. CHELMSFORD. 

COONS' MARCH. 
The colored troops are coming now, Oh, watch them passing by, 
Each one of them does try to catch some lady's eye; 
In uniforms of blue and gold, [ tell you they look grand, 
As they keep s tep behind the, band. 
Note their mart ial bearing, heroes ev'ry one, 
See th eir Swords and bay'nets blazing in the sun; 
Many noble warriors, what a charming sight, 
It would fill each darkey bosom with delight. 

Forward marching, step left and right, 
Solid columns, what a handsome ;ight ! 
Friends applauding. spirits so gay, 
Hold your breath, the coons are out to-day, rah! rah! rah! 

Forward marching, step left and right, 
Sol id columns, what a handsome sight! 
Friends applauding, spirits so gay, 
Hold your breath, the coons are out to-day. 

The flags they float above them now, they march in perfect tim e 
To mi lilary chime, their fee t almost keep rhyme; 
Their shining blades before !hem now, commanding point the way; 
Their duty now is to obey. 
Note the ir martial bearing, heroes ev'ry one, etc. 

TBE ». n. BAnKER lVlfG. GO., 
CONTJUCTORS FOR 

E. L. RUSSELL, 
Stecun & Hot Water Heating 

AND SANITARY PLUMBING . 

158- 170 fliddle St., Lowell , Mass. 

WM. E. LIVINGSTON, 
--Denier in--

Co a I, Wood, Lime, 
Cement, Sand, Gntvel Hair, Kaolin, Plaster, Bricks, 

Fertilizers, Straw, Hay, Grain, Flour, Etc. 

MA IN O FFIC E, No . 15 THORNDIKE ST. 
LOWELL, MASS. 

-DFAI.ER I~-

Wood, Lumber and 
CH E LM S POUD. 

Ice· , 

AMASA PRATT & CO. 

Doors, Sash, Blintls, Wintlow Frames, 
H ouse and Church F111ish and Chu rch Furfliture. 

Veneered Doors of all Kind.-. . \\" holesa\e 
nnd R•~tr11l Dealers in Lumber. 

DUTTON, COR. W ILLI E STS., LOWELL, MA.SS. 
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COOK, TAYLOR & ,CO;; Central St. 
·· The Old and Reliable ., take on new life for 1 ~%, and will carry a 

larger, more completely assorted line of go~ ,Y OU will all want during 

the coming Spring and Summer, than we ave ever been able to show you 

before. 

Our great sale of Ladies·. )[isses·, School Girls· and LittlC' Childn,11·:,; 

Rea.dy-to-, Year Cotton " Under: Clot~ ing " of en·ry kind is now on 

sale. The quality of material used is the best. an<l the prices full as lo\\' as 

a year ago, whP.n Cottons were 20 per ceut.1ower in price. Silk Waists, 
Separable Skirts from our own wor rooms. These arc made to fit 

perfectly. The assortm(;nt to select froni is varied and embraces cheap: 

medium and fine materials. all well made and stylish in shape, at moderate 

pnces. 

Just Now we are selling at." Spec al Sale" prices, viz., 61 cents and 

bought of the man who made them in Ger any at about half real value. vVe 

shall sell the -! Button length, worth 89 cents a pair, at 61 cents ; the 5 

77 cents, about 25,000 pairs Ladies' Fresh Imported Kid Gloves which we 

Foster Hooks, worth $1.00, at 77 cents, and this right in the face and eyes 

of an advance upon these two styles of rom 50 cents to $ 1.00 a dozen, 

when we plarc our order again. Th y come in Browns, Tans, Slateis, 

Modes, Black. , vhite and London Red calors. You are all paying from 2:3 

cents to i8 cents more a pair for no bctt r Kid Gloves than these which we 

offer you at 61 cents and 71 cents for a y size or color. 

,,re shall open about 100 dozen N e,w Spring Styles of Perfect F itting 

vVrappers, made from Print, Cambric, ercale, etc., at from 75 rents to 

$1.75 each about the l 0th of March. ~me and see us whether you wish 

to buy or not. 

COOK, TAYLQR & .co., Central 1St. 
l 
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COURIER•CaTlll:N ~fllN'I' , 

LOWELL , MA98 . 
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