
No hot Bi:t' in this Glidden balloon 
"I had never dreamed that there was 

such a delightful aensauon In ballooning." 
Thus it was that a paaeenger on h1a Orst 
balloon aaccmloo desc:rtbed the flight. The 
date was September 17, 1908. The balloon 
was one ftlled with ord1naJ'y WumlnaUng 
gas. not the hot aJr generated from a burner 
U8ed In the balloons we see floating ov~
head today. 

The pilot and owner of the a-aft. Mr. 
Charles J . GUdden, had as h1a paaeengers 
Dr. Olarles T. Clifford of Lowell and Alfred 
R. Shrtgley of Boston as he made h1a 19th 
flight. Of the 18 previous uoenstona, three 
had taken off' from Parts, France and four 
from Bath and Londqn. England. Mr. 
GUdden had become an International figure 
In gas ballooning - only one of eeveral 
ftelds 1n which he would dtsttngulah h1maelf 
durtng hts llfettme. But that's another story. 

Wh1le not a resident of Chelmsford. 
Charles J . GUdden !'lnent coosiderable Ume 
here at the home of ·his brother, Nathaniel 
GUdden. and hls cousin, Walter Perham. Na
thaniel lived In the old Simeon Spaulding 
house at the comer of North Road and Dal
ton Road. The hOUllC was known as the Syn
dicate HOU8e because telephone workers em· 
ployed by the syndicate that Charles 
Glidden had organtzed v1alted there as a 
place for rest and relaxation. Incldentally, 
Dalton Road was then called Syndicate 
Road. 

The ascent alluded to above was made 1n 
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Nashua 1n the preaence of 15,000 people, 
aooordlng to the newspaper report. The bal· 
loon landed 1n Olelmsford near Byam's Cor
ner (the lnteraectioo of Littleton Road and 
Hunt Road). 

When all wu ready for the takeoff, "It did 
not r18e Into the a1r immediately. Indeed, it 
looked for a moment or two u one of the 
paaeenger. mU8t give up the trip: for the car 
was designed ortgtnally for two men. When 
two or three bags of sand were thrown out. 
however, the balloon roee slowly amid the 
cheers of the aowd, and headed towards 
Lowell, remalnlng In sight for several min
utes. 
· "It followed the river along the left bank to 
Tyngsboro and thence to North Chelmsford, 
where 1t croaeed the stream 1n 20 seconds. 
At first It headed for one of the ponds and 
stood over lt 1700 feet 1n the aJr. but soon 
took another course. paaeed over the reform 
9Chool (Mlddleeex County Traln1ng School) 
and later croaeed Qielmsford Street near the 
dty farm Uuat east of the present Wang 
buildtngs), and went a mile and a half be
yond Chelmsford Centre. 

"At one point an electric car was stopped 

Ju" e. I~, I '/i·7 
that the passengers might see the balloon, 
and the men ln the balloon waved thelr hats 
to the people below. 

"The landing was made upon a farm 
occupied by a Greek famlly. The woman 
was at work 1n the yard and looked up to 
see the big balloon apparently comtng down 
upon her. She gave a cry. ran lnto the 
house, and was not seen again." 

Pictures of Mr. Glidden In the basket or 
the balloon always l!lhow hlm to be "cor· 
rectly" dressed ln his black business suit. 
"turned down" stlff' collar, black" Ue, and 
felt hat. 

He made several ascenalons from Lowell 
near the gaa holders on School Street from 
which he obtained the gas needed to Inflate 
the balloon. He reported more than once 
that Lowell gas wu the best he had found. 
The average spectf\c gravity waa .360, I.e. 
on the average it was approximately one 
third as heavy as aJr, thus providing the 
necessary lift to raise the balloon. 

The newspaper of March 14, 1911 re
ported: "The ftrst association of aeronautic 
pilots. of which Charles J. Glidden Is presi
dent, has offered to supply the government 
Immediately with slx of the finest spherical 
balloons In the world, and the professional 
pilots to operate them." These were offered 
for mtlltary use out of San Antonio. Texas. 

That was avlatlon around Chelmsford 
only five years after the Wright brothers' 
first airplane flight. 

George A. Parkhurst ls a Ole/msfcrd his
torian whose family has lived In town since 
1654. 
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View from above 

Mayor Brown stated: "We 
roee gently to an elevation of 
2,000 feet in an easterly wind, 
following the Merrimack River 
over the grandstand of the 
automobile courae (the dirt 
track along Pawtucket Boule
varci), where we hearci the 
cheering and the band playing 
and saw the marathon racers 
followed by automobiles on the 
counie ... We pasaed over 
North Chellll8ford to a point 
over the Fletcher quarries. 

"At 3,600 feet we met the 
westerly wind which carried WI 
back over Lowell. At the hi1h· 
est elevation we could eee Boe
ton, all of the i1lands in the 
harbor and all of the coast 

cities from Boston to Newbury-· 
I port. . 

I 
"When nearly over Tewk

sbury, we deecended to th., 
2,000-foot level where we 

1 again encountered the wester
ly wind and aailed back over 

· the eoutberl1 part of Lowell 
an.d . •'t .J ···-·. 

"Ten tibev i II 

yor, under in-
stru' o , k charge of the 
balloon and successfully 
brought it down at the home 
plate on the baseball field at 
Graniteville." Walter Perham, 
a relative of Glidden's and one 
of the f• to own an auto
mobile at that time, met them 
at the landing 1pot with about 
3,000 people who witneeaed 
tho packing up of the balloon. 

·· In March 1911, Glidden, aa lour of the world by auto, 
president of the International travelling 46,528 miles in 39 
Aeronautic Pilots Association, countries. , . 
in a letter to Adjutant General Hie tour was made under a 
Gardner Peal"IIOn, "offered to special order from the govem-
eupply the government im- 1nent, authorizing him. to in· 
mediately with six of the finest ipect the roads in the foreign 
spherical balloons in the countries through which he 
world, and the professional journeyed. His automobile, the 
pilots to of)erate them." It was first ever to be seen in many 
suggested that the balloons cowitries, including Paleetine, 
could be used either captive or was a great curiosity to the 
free.flying to assist in the people of the Holy Land. 
military operations along the I Thousands greeted him when 
Mexican border. he motored up to the Jaffa 

In an entirely different field, Gate at Jerusalem. 
Glidden is credited with doing Glidden was a S2nd-ddgree 
more than any other man to Maaon and an active member 
popularixe the automobile. Af- of NVeral Masonic orpniu
ter he retired in 1900, he and tiona. He died in Boeton on 
hia wife, ijie former Lucy Cle- Sept. 11, 1927 following a 
!forth, made the first world lenctJiy illneu. 
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