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INTRODUCTION.

HE work of preparing a history of Chelmsford was under-
taken by Mr. Henry S. Perham in 1904, at the request of
the Town. Mr. Perham, a native of Chelmsford, whose ancestor
was one of the early settlers, had written a sketch of Chelmsford
for Hurd’s History of Middlesex County, published in 1891;
and at the Quarter-Millennial celebration in 1905, he delivered
the historical address which was printed in the Report of the
Proceedings. At the time of his death, in 1906, he had written
so much of the contemplated history as appears in the first
chapter of this volume under the title, ““The Beginning.” This,
with whatever other material (consisting of a few notes, some
correspondence, and occasional addresses in manuscript), was
found among his papers, came into my hands, when, in 1907,
I was asked by the Town to take up the work interrupted by
the lamented death of Mr. Perham.

I reluctantly accepted the task, realizing the labor involved
and the time it would take from other pressing duties. I have
endeavored to bring the work to completion in a manneras
nearly consonant with that of my predecessor and as worthy of
the subject as the imposed conditions and my own limitations
would allow. I have traversed the whole field, verifying the
quotations made by Mr. Perham, although this was hardly
necessary in the case of such an accurate historian, and have
searched diligently for the facts now presented to the reader.
I am aware that further years of work might yield some things
of interest yet unearthed, and perhaps give better finish to the
result of my labors.

The reader may discover a somewhat arbitrary grouping
of chapters and subjects: perhaps a more homogeneous and
logical arrangement might have been made, had the conditional
limitations allowed.

As the work progressed, it became evident that, to make a
volume of reasonable size, and to shape it in the documentary
and topical, rather than the narrative style, it would be necessary
to repress all inclination to the fine periods which make a book
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more acceptable to the ordinary reader. The documents repro-
duced are of more value in a work of this nature than a mere
reference to them, or than anything which an author may say
concerning them, and are often more interesting and illuminating.

This History is compiled, not so much to entertain, as to
inform the reader concerning the past life of the Town, and to
furnish him with a reference book of lasting value.

Dr. Samuel A. Green, President of the Massachusetts
Historical Society, a friend and helper of Mr. Perham in his
historical work, said to me several years ago, ‘Do not spend too
much time gathering material.”” A certain amount of material
is essential to a good history, and, having gathered sufficient,
as I think, for this purpose, I now present the result to the patient
reader.

Extracts have been given from Bridge's diary, now in the
possession of the Fiske family, of which Mr. Perham made a
faithful copy. It is a valuable document, and should be printed.

Wherever Mr. Perham’s material has been used, it has been
my purpose to give him due credit for the same.

After Chapter I, extracts from the Town records have been
given without reference to Book and page, the reader being able
to find them 1 loco by the date.

About forty manuscript volumes of Chelmsford records have
been read through, and much has been gleaned from the 240
folio volumes of manuscripts in the State Archives. The first
book of Proprietors’ records was burned about 1715. Parts of
the first and second volumes of Town records are missing. The
transcript made in 1742 gives only such records as the committee
deemed important. Under a vote of the Town, in 1892, Henry S.
Perham and George A. Parkhurst were made a committee to
copy the first two books of records. The work was done by the
former. Several of the early books have been preserved by the
Emery process.

The church records during the time of Mr. Clarke and Mr.
Stoddard (1675-1740) are missing.

Documents and quotations from records are reproduced as
nearly like the original as can be done in type—not so easily
read, but more pleasing to the historian and antiquarian.

The old custom of writing ye for the arose from the resemblance
of y to the Anglo-Saxon letter thors, which was really more like
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our small italic p, and which had the value of th. The letter
thorn was used in English until, in the fifteenth century, it was
transformed to y. The article, though written ye, should be

pronounced the.

Some persons will, perhaps, be disappointed that the history
contains no complete family genealogies.

Several genealogies of the early families were prepared,
but, as it was found that to include all of these would require a
separate volume, they were necessarily omitted.*

Human society, whether political or religious, makes progress
by friction. Thoreau likened the two great political parties to
the gizzard of a grain-eating fowl, between the two parts of which
the people are ground. Benjamin P. Hunt, on a fly-leaf of his
copy of Emerson’s ‘‘First Church in Boston,”” copied these extracts
from a letter of John Adams, written in 1817:

“There is an overweening fondness for representing this
country as a place of liberty, equality, fraternity, union, harmony
and benevolence. But let not your sons or mine deceive them-
selves. This country, like all others, has been a theatre of parties
and feuds for near two hundred years.

"Look into all our memorials, histories they cannot be called,
Winslow’s, Winthrop, Morton the first, Morton the second,
Hubbard, Mather, Prince, and even Hutchinson himself, and
then judge how sweetly harmonious our ancestors have been.

““There is one morsel which I beg leave to recommend to
the deliberate perusal of your children and mine. It is my friend
Emerson’s ‘History of the First Church.’ See there elements
that have been fomenting, foaming and frothing ever since.”
(Works, Vol. 10.)

See also Slafter’s ‘‘Memoir of the Rev. John Checkley,”
and many other volumes.

The truth of history is sacred. The chronicler and historian
must record things as he finds them. In our day war is decried,
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and justly. We are sick of its horrible details. The history
of our first two hundred years is full of battle, and if all its awfulness
could be depicted, it would strongly dissuade from its continuance.
Mr. Perham held deeply the modern feeling against war, and
rightly. He felt that it was at least unwise to perpetuate the
memory of war-like deeds and victories over our fellows obtained
by great slaughter. We shall all welcome the coming of the day
“when justice and reason and not rapine and murder shall hold
sway over the destinies of the world.” Yet none of us can fail
to accord the meed of praise to the brave defenders of our liberties.

I have no idea what Mr. Perham’s plan was in regard to
making a record of Chelmsford's part in the Indian Wars and
the Revolution. He had very little material for such a record,
and that, evidently, he had when the Hurd sketch was written
a quarter of a century ago. * And in what he had written for this
History, he passes over the period of King Philip's War with slight
mention.

My purpose has been to give only so much of the history of
our wars as may help the reader to understand the part per-
formed in them by the men of this Town.

In Chapter V, the records of Chelmsford men in the Revolu-
tion are given. The records of the Continental Line towards
the close of the war are in Washington, and I have not had access
to them. Some of the later records, as found in the Massachusetts
Archives, are, however, included in this chapter.

Religious conflict has been less bloody, but at times bitter
among good men and women, and the facts are here told. What
men most value, they struggle hardest to maintain, and justify
their contentions by claiming to uphold the right. They have
been willing to inflict martyrdom and to be martyrs for what
they believed to be true and right. Thus the truth has been
emphasized, set free, and made a part of human history.

Allen writes of the thirty-nine first emigrants, a ‘“‘company
of holy pilgrims,” who entered this wilderness and subdued the
fallow ground; and it is well that we should know something
of the character and worth of our. ancestors and predecessors,
the sturdy, upright lives of the men and women who have made
Chelmsford what it is today.

There is a proverb to the effect that a people which cares
nothing for its past, has no present and deserves no future. It
would seem as though everyone should be interested to know the
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history of his own town or of any town in which he may sojourn.
He should wish to know what manner of people they were who
first settled it, and whence they came, they who, “by their sturdy
efforts subdued the earth and made it fruitful, felled and planted,
delved and spun; who laid the foundations of our political,
social and religious institutions; who they were that began under
great privations and dangers what we now enjoy in abundance
and without molestation.”

The knowledge of these things will help one better to love
and to appreciate the topographical features of forests and hills,
the brooks and meadows, the long-travelled roads that lead by
the old homesteads, while one’s imagination clothes them with
incident and legend, and peoples them with the spirits of past
years. One will more truly realize and enjoy the comforts and
conveniences of the present day, as one compares them with the
meagre advantages of the olden time.

And still, while meditating upon the past, there is a tendency
in human thought to find satisfaction in an age, if not golden,
yet tinged with the enchantment of distance. There is a pleasure
in returning to origins, in tracing the causes in the evolutionary
process. And it is thus that our history becomes interesting
as it takes us back, even to the ancient days in England, when
names had a personal significance: When Abbotts were abbots,
and Barrons, barons; when Kemps were knights; when the
Chamberlains cared for the wardrobe of the lord; and Park,
Parker, Parkhurst, the Warrens and the Fosters (Foresters)
had charge of the hunting and pleasure grounds; and the Baileys
were bailiffs. When the Fletchers fledged or feathered arrows,
and the Bowers made the weapons to propel them; when
Henchman was the faithful ‘“‘right-hand man" of his chief, and
Stoddard bore the Standard. When the lay Clarke (clerk)
made the responses in Church, and the Hayward looked after
the hedges and kept the cattle away. When Webb wove cloth,
and Piske (Fysche or Fisher) represented a craft which supplied
many with an important portion of their food. When the Wright
worked in wood and the softer materials, and the Smith in metals;
of which latter name there is a remarkable dearth in our records.
When Leach practised physic, and the Proctors kept order, or
managed the affairs of others. When Kidder carried his kit;
when Marshall and Farrer shod horses; when Perham and
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By(h)am lived at the hamlet, and the sturdy Spaulding [epaule-
ding] gave shoulder blows; and everybody knew the meaning of
his name.

If History be Philosophy teaching by examples, mayhap
this volume, falling into the hand of some newly naturalized
citizen of Chelmsford, may persuade him to a reverence for the
pious labors of the Fathers who made the Town and rendered
it possible for him to enjoy the pleasures and privileges of the
present time, and also move him towards an effort as energetic
and effective for future betterment.

The labor involved in the preparation of this History has
been gladly bestowed com amore; and I trust its results will be
accepted by my fellow-townsmen as a tribute to their worth
and a token of my appreciation of the kindness I have universally
received at their hands. The quarter of a century passed in
their midst has left with me memories of many pleasant hours
spent in social intercourse, or in united effort for the furtherance
of the best interests of the Town. I can say with Tully: ‘‘Haec
scripss nom otit abundantia, sed amoris erga te.”” (This have I
written, not out of an abundance of leisure, but because of my
affection towards you.)

It remains to express my appreciation of the courtesy shown
me, while working in the State Archives, by Mr. J. J. Tracy and
Miss Alice R. Farnum, and others there and in the various offices
at the State House, as well as in the Court Houses and rooms of the
Historical Societies.

Also I desire to thank those who have aided me in the final
preparation of the History, by the reading of proof and in other
ways; especially would I mention Alfred P. Sawyer, Esq., the
Hon. Samuel P. Hadley and Mr. J. Adams Bartlett.

Miss Bessie Alta Byam has been an efficient help in copying,
and reading proof, and also in making the Index.

Miss Ella A. Rose has aided by copying notes and documents.

The printers have been obliging and considerate, and have
done much to facilitate my work.

By vote of the Town, the Trustees of the Adams Library
were made the publishing committee. This committee put the
whole matter into my hands, so that, except in this single particu-
lar, all criticism of this volume must fall upon me.

Ocrosgs, 1916. @"&W %7
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MAPS AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

The maps have been much reduced in size in order to bring
them within the limits of the letter-press. Where there is a
graphic scale, the measurements will be found correct. Otherwise,
the reader is cautioned that a simple statement like ‘“20 rods to
the inch” will be misleading.

A good reading glass will greatly assist in examining the maps.

Naturally, there has been some difficulty in the selection
of subjects for the illustrations, many having to be omitted which
are historically interesting. The rule has been to include only
those buildings which are of greatest architectural and historical
interest within the present limits of the Town.

Mr. E. R. Clark assisted in the preparation of the pictures,
which were printed in Chelmsford by Mr. G. T. Parkhurst.

Frontispiece. Portrait of Henry Spaulding Pfrh&m.

1. Reduced copy of a map of 1677.

2. Plan of Chelmsford, in 1653. In the State Archives. (See page 4.)

3. Reduced copy of a Plan by Henry B. Wood.

4. Reduced copy of a Map of Chelmsford in 1794. Official map ordered
by the State, and now in the State Archives.

5. Reduced copy of a Plan of the Farms at East Chelmsford in 1821.

Original in the office of the Locks and Canals Company, Lowell. The
large island, part of which is shown at the top of the plan, is Long island.

6. Reduced copy of a Plan of Chelmsford in 1831. Official map ordered
by the State, and now in the State Archives.

7. Plans of Chelmsford Centre and the South and West villages in 1875.
In 1884, George H. Wilson built the large block in Central Square,
Chelmsford Centre, and kept a hotel there for a number of years.

8. Plan of the North village in 1875.

9. This Map is based on that of the United States Geological Survey of
1886, edition of 1893. It shows almost all of the roads and some of the
houses. Many of the Lowell streets are not shown. The figures show
the old School Districts. (See page 560.) The exposed ledges, glacial
marks and eskers are indicated as shown on a map made by G. H.
Knowlton, formerly Superintendent of the Chelmsford schools.

10. Plan of the Chelmsford Centre Water District. North street is now
known as Centre street. (See page 598.)

11. Plan of the North Chelmsford Fire District. (See page 597.)

12. The effigy of Mr. Bridge is from his gravestone, and probably shows
more accurately his wig, gown and bands than it does his features.
Portraits of Hezekiah Packard, Wilkes Allen and John Parkhurst.
(See Chapter XIX and page 706.)
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Gravestones of Colonel Jonas Clarke and his wife.

Gravestones of the Rev. Ebenezer Bridge and Madam Bridge.
Forefathers' burying ground, Chelmsford Centre.

Gravestone of the Rev. Thomas Clarke (see page 71).

The Stoddard tomb, and the old schoolhouse, which originally had a
porch in front of it. Forefathers' burying ground.

The Sam Davis house, Chelmsford Centre. (See pages 209 and 396.)
The Crosby house, Chelmsford Centre. (See page 394.)

The Fiske house, Chelmsford Centre. (See page 395.)

These three views were sketched from memory by Judge S. P. Hadley.
(See page 500.)

Map of Middlesex Village, by courtesy of the Lowell Historical Society.
(See pages 442 and 478ff.)

View showing part of Chelmsford Centre from the reservoir on Robin's
hill. Lowell in the distance.

Plan of Forefathers' burying ground (old part), Chelmsford Centre.
(For references to figures, see pages 719 and 842.)

Reproduction of part of page 7, Book A, Town Records.
Reproduction of part of a page from the Town Records.

These represent some of the more legible portions of the ancient records.
A glimpse of Heart pond. Baptist Church, South Chelmsford.

The Hayward garrison house, South Chelmsford, built in 1690. (See
pages 46, 92 and 400.) A partition on the right of the interior view
has been left out of the picture in order to show the construction beyond.
St. Mary's Church, Chelmsford, England. (See page 833.) View of
the river Chelmer, Chelmsford, England, from a photograph taken by
Walter Perham, in 1902.

Unitarian Church, Chelmsford Centre.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Chelmsford Centre.

Congregational Church, North Chelmsford, also the building burned
in 1893.

Eagle Mills, West Chelmsford. Methodist Church, West Chelmsford.
St. John's Roman Catholic Church, North Chelmsford. .
Interior of St. Alban’s Episcopal Mission, North Chelmsford.
Reduced copy of a Letter signed by Colonel Parker and Captain Walker
(see page 233), from a photograph owned by the late Charles Nichols.
Baptist Church, Chelmsford Centre.

Congregational Church, Chelmsford Centre.

S. E. View of the Adams Library, Chelmsford Centre. Architect,
Jobn A. Fox. (See page 585.)

Three historic Watches:

The Swiss watch at the left has on the back case a beautiful piece
of enamel in colors, and is said to have been carried by Colonel Stark
of New Hampshire. It belongs to the Dadmun family.

The small silver watch next shown is that carried by Joseph Spauld-
ing, who fired the first shot at the battle of Bunker Hill. (See pages
226, 331, and 332.) )

The third watch, of silver (with its steel chain), which, by the Hall
mark, is known to have been made in 17560, was found by Jonathan
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Manning, when seven years old, in 1756, on the road from Chelmsford
to Billerica. It may have been dropped by some English officer traveling
to or from Boston. This watch is now owned by Arthur M. Warren,
to whom it descended.

Old view of Robin’s hill, showing lone pine tree. (See page 629.) This
sketch was made about 1876 by A. G. McAllister, formerly Principal
of the High school. It shows the houses of Sewall and Solomon Park-
hurst, then the only buildings on High street. Sewall Parkhurst teamed
the lime from Robin’s hill, which was used in building the first mill in
Lowell.

The Town Hall, Chelmsford Centre, looking up Centre street; Common
on the left.

Schoolhouses and Town Hall, North Chelmsford.

The old Fletcher house, Chelmsford Centre. (See pages 393, 394.)
The Spaulding-Hazen place, Chelmsford Centre. (See page 399.)
The Stoddard house, Revolutionary Monument and Classical school,
Chelmsford Centre. The Adams house, North Chelmsford.

East Chelmsford in 1825, from a painting by Benjamin Mather. From
left to right the principal buildings are the Machine Shop, the Merrimack
Mills, St. Anne's Church, and Kirk Boott’s house at the extreme right.
(See pages 485, 489 and 711.)

View of part of North Chelmsford from the water tower, 1907; showing
part of Moore's Mills.

Plan of Chelmsford Centre in 1856, from Walling’s County Map.
The great elm at the Putnam farm, Chelmsford Centre. (Sec page 698.)
House built by the Rev. Hezekiah Packard, Chelmsford Centre. (See
page 396.)

South view of the buildings at the Town Farm, Chelmsford Centre. The
house is square, the west front being similar to that here shown. In
this house, and in the Lovering house nearby (page 397), are sliding
shutters similar to those mentioned on page 394.

View of the Silesia Mills at North Chelmsford. The low building at
the right is the counting room of the Machine and Supply Company.
(See page 668.) That on the left is the countmg room of the Chelmsford
Foundry Company. (See page 666.)

The Berry house, South Chelmsford. (See page 398.)

The High School building, Chelmsford Centre, erected in 1916 on the
site of the Farwell-Adams house, Billerica street; Edwin R. Clark,
architect; cost, $65,000. Building Committee: James P. Dunigan,
Herbert E. Ellis, Frederick A. Snow. Advisory Committee; C. George
Armstrong, Gabriel Audoin, Ulysses Lupien, William H. Shedd,
Wilbur E. Lapham.

Model of the meeting house burned in 1842. (See page 689.)

Some century-old costumes preserved at the Fiske house. The military
uniform is that of John Minot Fiske, Colonel of the Chelmsford Militia.
The Bowers, Ford and Parker houses, now in Lowell. The Warren
homestead, Chelmsford Centre, built prior to 1697.

View inside the chimney, showing the backs of ovens, at Karl M.
Perham's house.
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The first chapter of this History was writien by Mr. Henry S.
Perham,; for the remainder of the volume the Rev. Wilson Waters

is to be held responsible.
The expression, ‘‘the writer,” frequently used, will be referred,

accordingly, to the proper persom.
The attention of the reader is directed 1o ‘‘Notes and Corrections,”’

at the end of the volume.



CHAPTER 1.
THE BEGINNING.

N the settlement of New England the first towns which were
planted along the coast had by 1640, when immigration ceased
upon the accession of Cromwell in England, begun to extend
inland, first to Watertown in 1630, to Concord in 1635, from
Charlestown and Cambridge to Woburn in 1642 and from Lynn
to Reading in 1644. Up to 1640, when the population of New
England had reached 26,000, it was made up almost wholly by
emigration from England, but from that time forward the growth
of the colonies was almost entirely by the natural increase in
population.

After a town had been planted and the land taken up, the
hardy and adventurous young men who lacked the means to buy
land were ready to band themselves with others in like circum-
stances and resolutely push on and make new homes in the
wilderness. The General Court was ready to grant lands for such
purpose to men of good character when their numbers promised
to be sufficient for mutual protection and for the maintenance of
religious worship.

Soon after 1650 a few venturesome families took up their
abode in Chelmsford, Groton and Billerica where, in a short time,
they were joined by a sufficient number to become organized
as towns.

But the extension of the colony into new towns received a
severe check in King Philip’s War, and the ravages by the French
and Indians which soon after followed, so that fifty years after its
incorporation Chelmsford was still mentioned as a frontier town.

The first recorded movement looking to the settlement of
Chelmsford was made in 1652 by some citizens of Woburn and
Concord who petitioned the Court for the privilege of examining
a tract of land on the “‘other side of Concord River.”

Woburn and Concord were the towns then nearest this tract.
There was at this time no English settlement north of this tract,
and none as far north on the west.
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The examination of this land was followed by a petition for
a grant of six miles square. The original manuscript of this
petition, which is here given in full, was found several years ago
among the papers left by Lemuel Shattuck, the historian of

Concord, to the Mass. Historic Geneological Society.

““To the honourd John Endicot Esqr. Gouvnr: with the reste:
of the honord Magistrats and deputies at the Generall Courte
now at Boston Assembled: humbly Sheweth: That whereas we
your humble petitioners: who made bould the last Court
Assembled to present a petition: to the Vew of this honoured
Courte which was eccepted and Granted to Vs: for which we giue
the Courte hmbl thankes and beinge jncoraged by this Courte
to Vew the Land that Lyeth yet Vndisposed of and Vnimprooued :
on the other side Concord Riuer acordingly we haue by a Comity
taken care and paynes to doe, with seuerall others: that by the
prouidenc of god: are now joyned petitioners: with us: who Vpon
our Vewinge the lands as abousaid doe find a tracke of land:
which bordereth Vpon the Riuer Merimake: nere to paatooket,
which we doe find: a Very Comfortable place to acomidate A
company of gods people Vpon: that may with gods blessinge
and Asistance Liue Comfortably Vpon: and doe good in or places
for church and Comon wealth, which many of Vs your petitioners
are throw our nesisitys for wante of acomidationes some neuer
haueing any and some others: but Very Litle a Comidation soe
yt we canot subsiste excepte we doo take some care to Looke
out in away or god for our Comfortable Subsistance, and now we
yr humble petitioners doe intreate this honoured Courte for our
Comfortable Suply: would please to grante to Vs soe much land:
as may be Comfortable for a plantatione:
which we conceiue may there be Layed out to the quantity of
six myles Square of Vpland and medow: which parcell of land:
we doe intreate may be gin at merimacke Riuer at a necke of
land nere to Concord riuer: and soe run Vp by Concord: riuer.
South and west into the Contrie, to make Vp that sircomferenc
or quantity of land as is aboue expresed: and for as much as
many of yr petitioners are in greate nesesity haueinge no setled
place to abide in and we all in Generall beinge desirous to proseed
as one man together to cary on that worke the lord shall call Vs
to and this honered Courte shall in ther cristian wisdom Directe
Vs in Tharefore we humbly entreate this honord Courte to
Gratifie yr humble petitioners with a speedy and expresed anser
so shall you euer bind Vs to Serue you wherein you shall comand

Your humble Seruantes,
Benjamin Butterfeilde Richard Griffin
John Parker James Blood
Isac Lerned: John Smedley
James Parker Roger Draper

George ffarley . William ffletcher
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Thomas Chamberlin Thomas Adams
Joseph Parker. William Hartwell
John Sternes Robert Proctor
Jacob Parker William Butricke
Henery Foster Babtis Smedley
William Chambestlin Richard Hildreth
John Nutinge: Thomas Briggam
Edmonde Chamberlin Daniell Bloggett
John Baldinge John Hall
William Hall

The magists Desier theire bretheren the Deputs to Consider
of this peticon @ retourne theire thoughts first about it 19 may (53).

Edward Rawson Sec
[Endorsed]

Concord peticon

entred wth ye magistrts & wth
pmisd ye majists conceave

it may be admitted & recd
wth out pajment

1663

It will be seen by the description here given of the tract
petitioned for that it included the fishing grounds of the Pawtucket
Indians where the City of Lowell now stands and where Rev.
John Eliot of Roxbury, the Apostle to the Indians, was laboring
to convert them to Christianity. He therefore, at the same time,
in their behalf entered a petition for a grant of land for the Indians
that they might not be disturbed in their ancient possessions.

The Court granted both petitions. Their answer, which
follows, is as it is givenin the published Records of Massachusetts.

“May 18, 1653.

“In ans’ to the peticon of seuerall of the inhabitants of
Concord and Woobourne for the erecting of a new plantacon on
Merremacke River, neere to Pawtuckett, the court doth graunt
the peticoners of Concord and Woobourne the track of land
menconed in theire peticon, excepting some part of it joyning
to Merremacke Riuer: Provided, that the sajd peticoners shall
sufficjently breake vp full so much land for the Indjans in such
place as they shall appointe wth in such plantacon as shall there
be appointed them, as they haue of planting ground about a hill
called Robbins Hill, and that the Indjans shall have vse of theere
planting ground, aforesajd, free of all damages, vntill the peticoners
shall have broken vp the land for the Indians as aforesajd.
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“2ly: For the plantacon peticoned for by Mr. Eljott, the
court judgeth it meete to be graunted them, with the exceptions
and provissions aforementioned, and for the stating of both, that
Capt Willard and Capt Johnson be appointed to lay out the sajd
plantacons or touneshipps, the English at the charge of the
peticoners, the Indjans at the charge of the countrje, wthin one
month after the end of this sessions, that neither of the plantacons
be retarded.

“3ly. That if the peticoners of Concord and Woobourne
shall not, wthin two yeares, setle a competent noumber of familjes
there, by building and planting vppon the sajd tract of land
twenty familjes or vpwards, so as they may be in capacitje of
inj%yglg all the ordjnances of God there, then the graunt to be
vojd.

! [Records of the Mass. Bay Colony, Vol. 1V, pt. 1. p. 136.]

Of this Committee, who were instructed by the Court to lay
out these grants, Capt. Edward Johnson was one of the founders
and leading men of Woburn, and the author of a valuable and
quaint volume entitled ‘““The Wonderworking Providence of
Zion's Savior in New England,” now extremely rare. (Reprinted
in 1910.)

Simon Willard was one of the leading men of Concord and the
ancestor of two of the Presidents of Harvard College. The
surveyor was Capt. John Sherman of Watertown, the ancestor
of those distinguished brothers, General Wm. T. and United States
Senator John Sherman of Ohio. So it would appear that the
work of laying out the township was intrusted to able hands.
The following plan of Chelmsford was engraved from a tracing
from the original in the Massachusetts Archives (Ancient Plans,
Vol. 112, p. 81). '

The description of the bounds of the town made by this
committee is unfortunately lost. A description and ‘‘plott” is
referred to by the committee of the General Court which laid out
the enlargement in 1656. Allen* gives the following description
of the original bounds of the town. ‘It was bounded on the
north by a straight line, beginning at the glass manufactory and
running to the house of Benj. Osgood, Esq., of Westford. On
the southwest by Tadmuck Swamp, and on the southeast by a
straight line, beginning at Pawtuckett Stake, so calld, by the side
of Concord river at a point where Billerica, Chelmsford and
Pawtuckett, or Wamesit meet, and running southwest 43 deg.
to the aforesaid Tadmuck swamp. On the northeast by Paw-
tuckett or Wamesit for which see No. 5 Index."”

*History of Chelmaford, page 10.
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The glass factory, erected in 1802, stood on what is now
Baldwin street in Lowell nearly opposite West Pine street, and
Benj. Osgood lived in Westford at what is now the residence of
E. E. Haywood near Chamberlin’s corner. A line drawn between
those two points, which Allen gives as the north line of the town
would bring it on the south of Drum hill. It is unfortunate that
he did not state the evidence upon which he concluded that the
north line of the town was only about two miles north of the center
of the town. On other points his description is evidently faulty.

He gives Tadmuck swamp as the western line, which is near
the present line between Chelmsford and Westford. The town
did, however, originally extend five miles further west to the
Groton line. He was doubtless deceived by the word Tadmuck
written along the westernly line on the plan, supposing it to mean
Tadmuck swamp. But the word Tadmuck was formerly applied
to a wider extent of territory. We find in old land descriptions:
Farther Tadmuck, Little Tadmuck, Great Tadmuck, and Hither
Tadmuck, and Westford hill was Tadmuck hill.

The space on the plan marked India Land was the Indian
grant where the City of Lowell now stands, and Joe Sagamore's
planting field is indicated by the small dotted space at the north-
east. The larger dotted space, perhaps added later, was doubtless
intended to indicate the extension which was made in 1656.
It seems by, this plan that the town did not, as first laid out,
extend to the Merrimack river at any point.

The loose manner of laying out land in those early days, the
lines being indicated by marked trees and the bounds by stake
and stones, led to endless controversies both between individuals
and towns. Boundary controversies arose between Chelmsford,
Billerica and Concord and in order to settle them the Selectmen
of Chelmsford and Concord joined in a petition to the General
Court, Feb. 7, 1693—4.

The petition asked that a tract of land lying between
Chelmsford and Concord and claimed by Billerica be given to
the two former named towns. Billerica also petitioned the Court
in 1698, setting forth their claims to the tract in question and gained
in May, 1700. (Town Records, copy p. 49; first book p. 36.)

Cornet Nathll Hill, and Samli: Fletcher Junr: were appointed

by the selectmen to Joyn with Billerica. .. ... 1700 to Gen Court
(as to lines bet. Billerica, Bloods, Chelmsford, Concord)

This committee consisted of Major Jonathan Tyng, Major
James Converse and Capt. Benjamin Garfield, and they reported,

......
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May 28, 1701. It is only necessary to give so much of their
report as relates to the Chelmsford lines. “That is to say,
that as well by their own view of the lines, Court Grants,
and Deeds produced to them, as on hearing of what was offerred
by the agents of the severall Towns, they find the land of
Billerika bounded by the line of Chelmsford northward,
beginning at Pautucket stake, so called by Concord River, where
Chelmsford & Billerika & the Indians do meet, then Chelmsford
line runneth south fourty three degrees west to a pillar of stones;
then it runeth south, seventy nine degrees west, three hundred
thirty & two poles; which reacheth unto Major Willard’s farme
to a great heap of stones lying in Chelmsford line” * * *

Chelmsford chose a committee, Captain Bowers and Thomas
Parker, Dec. 10, 1697, “to act on the towns behalfe in all things
nesery as to the finding out the first grant of the town and to do
what soauer is nedfull to secuer the town as it is bounded.” They
obtained the deposition of one of the committee who had acted
on behalf of the petitioners for the original grant when it was laid
out 45 years before.

“Groton, noumber: 24: 1698 capten Jeams parker being of
full age testyfy and say that the honered Jenarall courte grated
a sarten track of land for a plantation nowe caled chelmsford and
impowered majear symon wilard and capten edward Johnson as
a committe, which committe came with full power to lay out sd
plantation and did se sd plantation layd out to ther content

capten John Shearmon being the artes, did lay out sd planta-
tion begining at a riuer comonly caled conkard riuer bounded with
a stake upon the land caled wamaset land and so runing on a lyne
by marked tres to a heape of stones and to nashoba plantation
runing upon nashoba line to a great pine-tre and so runing on
a strayt line ouer a pond caled stonny brook pond to a pine-tre
marked with C and G and so ouer sd brook to a heape of stones
and so runing on the south syd of a great hill on the north syd of
sd brook and ouer sd brook to a great pine-tre and so to sd stake
by conkard riuer thus sd committe and sd arttes layd out sd
plantation and reseued full sattesfacttion for ther sarues therein:
and did ingage to make a tru return to the honared court of ther
laying out sd plantation: and furder sd parker douthe testyfy
and say that himself Thomis adams Wilyam flecher and Isack
larnit ware the committe chosen by the petetinors of sd land
to se sd plantation layd out: this taken upon outh befoer me
this 24 of noumber: 1698

‘““THoMis HINCHMAN, Justes.

‘““This aboue is a true coppey of the origanall recorded by me,
solloman Keyes, toune clerk the 5 day of desember 1698"
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This testimony of James Parker is the only description which
we have of the original bounds of the town from anyone who had
any part in laying it out, and this description cannot be regarded
as particularly lucid. Taking it, however, in connection with
the report of the committee of the General Court in May, 1701,
as near as the lines can be determined at this late day, they began
at Wamesit stake at the Concord river, where Chelmsford, Billerica
and Wamesit met. From that point southerly about four miles
on Billerica line and continuing a little westerly into what is
Carlisle to the Blood Farm which lay between Concord and
Chelmsford; and westerly to Nashoba, which was the grant to the
Nashoba Indians and embraced practically what is now the town
of Littleton, “and runing upon Nashoba line to a great pine-tre
and so runing on a strayt line ouer a pond caled stonny brook
pond to a pine-tre marked C and G.” The letters, of course,
stood for Chelmsford and Groton; and Stony Brook pond
is now called Forge pond. It will be seen, therefore, that the
line would be something like the present line between Littleton
and Westford to Groton. Following the description from there
“‘over sd brook to a heap of stones’ which would be the northwest
corner bound, “‘and so running on the south side of a great hill”
probably Snake Meadow hill, “on the north side of said brook,”
“and over said brook to a great pine tree,” which would be the
northeast corner bound, located by Allen, as previously stated
at the Glass Works, which stood on what is now Baldwin street,
nearly opposite Pine street in Lowell.

SETTLEMENT.

A few families came in and settled upon this tract before the
grant was made in 1653. They were here, doubtless, in 1652, as
the first birth is recorded early in 1653, viz.: ‘“‘Joseph Parker, the
son of Joseph @ Marget his wife | ] 30 daye of March: 1653."”
Allen states it as a tradition that Joseph Parker was the first person
born in town, which seems to be verified by the records. There
was one other birth apparently earlier, that of a girl, “Sarah
Parker the dafter of Jacob Parker @ Sarah his wife [was born]
Janeware: 14: 1653,"” but the reform in the calendar, by Pope
Gregory, had not then been adopted in New England. By the
old style then in vogue the year began March 25th, therefore
January, 1663, old style, would be January, 1654, new style.
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The usual form of writing such a date occurring between January
1st and March 25th would be 1653-4. In the margin at the top
of the first page of births stand the figures 1645, and of the first
entry the date is missing. The record only informs us that
“Isake Larned the sun of Isake Larned was born [ ]."*-
It does not necessarily follow, however, that this was an earlier
birth than those given, the earliest entries of births not being
recorded in the order of dates, but, probably, as they were reported
by the families after a town clerk was chosen. One other birth
was recorded the same year, “Sarah Larned the dafter of Isake
Larned @ Mare his wife was borne octo: 28: 53:"

The first marriage recorded was that of Danl. Blodget.
“Daniell Bloged & Marie his wife ware Maried by Mr. Browne
[Water]towne September 15: 1653:"" The wife was Mary Butter-
field who was born in England and the daughter of Benjamin
Butterfield.

There used to be a tradition that the wife of Abraham Parker
was the first woman to ‘“‘Bake and Brew’ in Chelmsford. The
authority for this tradition is a letter written by Jonathan Perham,
Town Clerk, August 8, 1821, to Hon. Abel Parker which says:
“Bridget who now is the wd. Pierce, * * * states that her great
grandmother is said to be the first woman that Brewed and Baked
in Chelmsford, which I suppose to be the wife of Abraham Parker.
Mrs. Pierce states that Moses Parker son of Abraham was grand-
father to her” . Jonathan Perham was a prominent citizen of the
town, was Town Clerk, Selectman, Moderator and Representative.
He was descended from the first settlers of the town. He was born
and lived in the house now occupied by the writer [H. S. P.] on
Westford road.

Of the twenty-nine petitioners for the grant of the town,
fifteen, over one-half, never took up their abode here, none of their
names appearing subsequently in connection with the town. They
were John Hosmer, Henry Foster, Richard Griffin, John Smedley,
Roger Draper, Wm. Hartwell, Wm. Buttrick, Baptis Smedley,
Thomas Briggam, John Hall, Wm. Hall and Wm. Chamberlin.
Several of the others who came here did not remain to become
permanent residents of the town. James Parker went to Groton
soon after 1661, where he became the important man of that
town. Joseph Parker, brother of James, went to Groton about
the same time, and afterwards to Dunstable. Jacob Parker,

*‘Chelmsford Vital Records’ gives the date Sept. 16, IMB; Oct. 5 in the Court Record. [W.]
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another of the five Parker brothers, was the first town clerk, but
went to Malden after 1667. John Nutting was granted a house
lot and lands and was here in 1659, but went to Groton in 1661,
where he was killed by Indians in their assault upon that town in
1676. James Blood also went to Groton after a little time. The
nine remaining petitioners all made homes here and remained
during life. They were Benj. Butterfield, Isaac Learned, Thomas
Chamberlain, Edmund Chamberlain, William Fletcher, Thomas
Adams, Robert Proctor, Richard Hildreth and Daniel Blodgett.
Others whose names are not among the petitioners were here from
the first: Abraham Parker, another of the brothers, already
mentioned as, perhaps, the first settler. Robt. Fletcher and
Simon Thompson were also here and, perhaps, others.

GATHERING OF CHURCH.

As soon as these few families had become established in their
new home, the first public matter to engage their attention was to
provide for the religious needs of the community. They must
have a church and minister.

Early in the fall of 1654 they sent a committee to Wenham,
where a small church had been gathered ten years before, and
invited their minister, Rev. John Fiske, and his church with him
to come and unite their fortunes with Chelmsford. Mr. Fiske,
and some of his people came over and viewed the place and were
satisfied with the proposals made to them by the people of Chelms-
ford. Early the following spring there came a hitch in the pro-
ceedings and negotiations seemed likely to terminate but they
soon came to a better understanding and it was decided between
them that the important question should be submitted to a
council to consist of the Governor, John Endicott, Rev. Richard
Mather of Dorchester, Rev. Thomas Cobbet of Lynn, Rev. John
Sherman of Watertown, Rev. John Allin, the minister of the
church of Dedham (the friend of Mr. Fiske, they having been
fellow passengers on the ship from England in 1637) and Capt.
Edward Johnson of Woburn, who had assisted in laying out the
first grant of the town.

The weighty question before this able council apparently
was whether Mr. Fiske and his people should remain in Wenham
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or remove to Chelmsford and unite with the people there to form
a stronger church. The case was decided for Chelmsford, and upon
the 13th of November, 1855, we find Mr. Fiske and his people
at Chelmsford where that day was organized the church of Chelms-
ford. This organization is still continued. It is now Unitarian
and known as the First Congregational Society.

These negotiations just mentioned and the organization of the
church are of sufficient interest to warrant giving them in full as
recorded by Mr. Piske, himself.

FISKE'S ACCOUNT.

Vpon 4 of 7th, 1654 was dated a Lr. vnder the hands of Robt.
Fletcher, Tho: Adams, Wm. Fletcher, Wm. Buttereck in the na
of the rest, engaged in the N. plantation at Chelmsford, whrin
the pastor with the rest of this church at Wenham were Invited

This Lr. being eftsoones conveyed to vs by the hands of
Isa: Lernet & Tho: Adams, was coicated to the church, & a
Liberty by the Major pte graunted so far to attend the pvidence:
as to pmit the pastor to Goe ouer & see the place

accordingly a day was set of meeting at Chelmsford, &
thrupon the messengers returned

Vpon the sd. day set divrs of the Brethren accompanyed the
pastor ouer vnto Chelms. where the comittee & divers others
were prsnt a view was taken of the place. The Brethren prsent
satisfyed themselves aboute there accommodations. & pposalls
were then made to the pastor for his accommodation & yeerly
mayntenance, as to be tendred vnto him by consent of the whole
numb of Inhabitants & in their na by the Committee

These pposals were pmised, with their furthr request to be
taken into consideratio, & in so short seaso after the Returne
an Answer & resolution to be sent by Br. Spalding, as at his coming
ouer.

After this Returne of the pastor & Brethren upon the 10th
of 8 mo. 54 the resolution & engagmt of divrs of the Brethren
was in the face of the whole church, at a church meeting concluded
upo whras 5. absolutely engaged. 2 conditionally & in word
only, refusing at prsent to subscribe their hands. yet after sent
their Engagemts psonally by Bro: Spalding, so as the greater
number of the Church now stood engagd, in case the pastor
engaged also

Vpon 6t. of 9mo. the pastor Sent his Engagmts. by Bro.
Spalding & his Resolutio. as Respecting the engagt of so many
Brethren as sd.

Thus the matter Lay dormant as 'twere all winter till the
1st mo. 65.
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at what time Bro: Read coming ouer enformed us in such
wise here at Wenha. as thrvpon both the P. & the sd engaged
Brethren demurred upo the pceedings & some tht had sold heere
at Wenha, redeemed their accomodations agayne into their
possession

& a Lr. was sutably sent by Br. Read to acquainte the
Chelmesf. Comittee how things stood, & advised to stead them-
selves elswhere.

Betwene this time & the 6t. of 4t. mo 55. things hung vncer-
tayne & vncleered, notwithstanding some Lrs. passed & some
agitatio at Wenha betwene Isa: Lernet agent fr Chelmsfd &
Wenha Brethren. But as upo 6t of 4th aforesd was dated a Lr.
& sent by the hands of Isa: Lernet Sim: Thompso & Tho: Adams,
with full power to them to treate & finally to determine ths
busines depending betwene both pties.

there coming ouer to Wenham. The Matter was
determined betwene them & the sd pastor touching the Building
of the house Terms of Accommodation & of yeerly mayntenance.,
as under there hands affixed to the Lrs was sent before dated in
first month tenth day.

likewise it was concluded betwene them & the Brethren at
Wenham to refer the matter to Counsell; & the pties agreed
uponwere. Mr Endicot Govrnor Mr Mather, Mr Allen of Dedham
Mr Corbett. Mr Sherman Capt Johnson of Woobuerne who
determined the case for Chelmsford.

This case thus determined: on either side prpation was
made for the Removal of the Church.

Accordingly about the 13th of 9 mo. 55, there were met
at Chelmsfd. the pasto with the engaged Brethren of Wenham
church viz. Ezdras Read, Edw. Kemp. Austin Killam. Sa: Fostor. .
Geo: Byam -& Rich. Goldsmith. seuen in all To whom Such of

€ Brethren of Wooburne & Concord ch: who had before ppounded
themselues to joyne with the ch: late at Wenham, Now in
Removeing to Chelmsford. & prsented themselues, with there
Lrs. of Dismission: upon satisfaction & Testimony Giuen were
by an vnanimous vote Received into fellowship They being the
greater numb. in way of mutual complyance, a Relatio passd on
either side, as each one voluntarily would:

Membs sigd

Viz. Isaack Lernett (he dyed 8. of 10.57. 1
Simon Thompson (he dyed about 3 grs of

a y. after at Ooburne 2
Wm. Vnderwood 3
Abram Parker 4
Benja: Butterfeild 6
Tho: Chamberlin 6

Next received
Dan Blogged who brought lIrs. of dismission
from the Ch:at Cambridge 7
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So after this the seales of the supp administred &
there were admitted by vote these Members of other
churches, to coion with us in these seales.

Mr Griffin

Wm. fletcher & his wife

Tho: Adams, & his wife

Br. Vndrwoods wife

(Edw. Spalding)

Bro: Butterfeilds wife

Bro: Chamberlins wife

Edm: Chamberlins wife

Abram Parkers wife

Jos. Parkers wife

Isa: Lernets wife

Sim: Thompsons wife
since Rec'ed into fellowship was Jacob Parker 8

It [em]. Tho: Adams. & Edw. Spalding. on 27 of 2d 56 1?)

FIRST TOWN MEETING.

The following is the record of the first Town Meeting:

The: 22d: the: 9th: month: 1654

At a Meeting then at William Fletchers Hous there was
Chosen to officiate in Ordering the Public affairs of the Place
by the Consent of the Major part of the Town for this present
year ensuing are as followeth.

Esdras Read: Edward Spaulding: William Fletcher: Isaac
Lerned: Simon Thompson: William Underwood: Thomas Adams.

We give to Mr Fisk Thirty acres of Meadow and Thirty
Acres of Plowable Land for the acomidation of him for his most
Conveniancy: And we do Agree and Order that he shall have
a Hous built for him Thirty eight foot in Length & Twenty foot
in breadth with three fire Rooms the Chimneys built with Brick
or stone: And we promise to pay to Mr. Pisk Fifty Pounds for
the first year: And we promise to pay his Maintinence as the
Lord shall enable us for the future.

The house where this meeting was held . said to have been
the first frame house in town. It stood a tew rods northeast of
what is now known as the Crosby house. The land upon which
it stood continued to be occupied by the descendents of William
Fletcher until about the year 1900. Some part of the original
holdings still remain in the possession of the family. The road, one
of the oldest in town, originally ran from the meeting house by
Westford road, Worthen street, and Crosby place, and continued
to Golden Cove road near the house of Jas. F. Stearns. The
part beyond the Crosby place has been long discontinued.
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SECOND TOWN MEETING.

The second Town Meeting fixed the date of the annual meeting
and the officers to be chosen and also fixed a penalty for such as
might be inclined to neglect their political duties.

At a Publick meeting of the Town month fist Day 24th 1655.
William Fletcher is Chosen Constable: Isaac Lerned is Chosen
Sergeant of the band: Simon Tomson is Chosen Clerk of the Band:

1. is ordered that the first second Day of the first month
Shall by observed by all the householders of the town from year
to year for the Chusing of all annual officers belonging to the
Town as the select-men or Committee: Deputy for the Court:
Constable: The three men to end all small causes under Forty
shillings Surveyors for the high-way overseers of the fences and
swine and to meet at the meeting-hous by nine a Clock in the
morning and for the first hours nonappearance twelve pence and
for a Whole Days Absence two shillngs.

INCORPORATION.

The little settlement now felt themselves sufficiently well
established to be incorporated and at the May session of the
General Court of 1655 and in the week ending May 29th, the
following act of incorporation was passed.

Vppon informacon from Major Willard, by a letter from
Esdras Read, Edward Spalden, Wm. Fletcher, etc., inhabitants
of a new plantacon, that the noumber of inhabitants, according
to the time pfixt in the Courts graunt, were there settled at theire
request, the Court doth graunt the name thereof to be called
Chelmsford.

The two adjoining towns, Groton and Billerica, were in-
corporated at the same time.

The town of Chelmsford was now organized with its church
and town government, and it must now depend for its success
and progress upon the industry, wisdom and fortitude of its
inhabitants. The twenty or more families that now constituted
the town were made up of the very best material with which to
build a stable and well-ordered community. The heads of
the families were for the greater part born in England and left
their homes there previous to 1640, because of religious per-
secution, to take up their abode in the wilderness of America.
As is always the case with people, who are willing to suffer hardship
and privation for conscience’s sake, they were men of strong char-
acter and deep religious convictions. They were liberal in their
support of their church as will be seen as this story progresses.
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It would seem that the entire energies of these few pioneers
in the wilderness must have been required to obtain simply food
and shelter for themselves and families, and it is difficult to under-
stand how they were able in so short a time to build their meeting-
house, and such a commodious parsonage for their minister and
incur other heavy expenses.

NAMED FOR CHELMSFbRD, ENGLAND.

The town was named for Chelmsford, England, a substantial
and interesting old town, twenty-nine miles from London, in the
County of Essex, and containing a population of 13,000. It was
named from the river Chelmer which flows through it.

President John Adams, while visiting Chelmsford, England,
in 1786 wrote in his diary:

Chelmsford was probably named in compliment to Mr.
Hooker, who was once minister of that town in Essex, but after-
wards in Holland, and after that at “Newtown' (Cambridge)
and after that at Hartford, in New England.*

The Mr. Hooker referred to was Rev. Thomas Hooker, the
founder of Connecticut and the author of ‘‘the first written con-
stitution known to history that created a government, and it
marked the beginning of American democracy, of which Thomas
Hooker deserves more than any other man to be called the father.”'t
While it would be pleasant to feel that the fathers of Chelmsford
were prompted in giving it a name, by their admiration for this
enlightened statesman and preacher, it is to be remembered that
Hooker left Cambridge for Connecticut nearly twenty years
before Chelmsford was settled, and there is no evidence that he
ever had any connection with the town.

It was undoubtedly named, in accordance with the custom
of the time, for the town in England which had been the former
home of some of the prominent settlers. An examination of a
transcript of St. Mary’s parish register, Chelmsford, England,
in the possession of Mayor F. Chancellor, made by Walter Perham
in 1902, shows that there were in the old mother town, between
1538 and the time of the settlement of this town, families or
individuals bearing the names Adams, Butterfield, Spaldyng,
Chamberlyne, Fletcher, Parker, Warren and Purkis, perhaps our
Parkhurst—names that have been prominent in the affairs of
the Town, and its offshoots, from its earliest days to the present.

sLife and Works of John Adams, Vol. 3, p. 404.
tJohn Fiske. s
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Chelmsford is the only town of that name in the United
States. There is, however, a Chelmsford in Ontario, Canada,
and another in Northumberland County, New Brunswick.

The Wenham company was a great accession to the little
settlement, particularly their minister, Rev. John Fiske.

The influence of the clergy was so great, in those times, that
the welfare of the community depended very much upon the
good sense, energy, and character of their spiritual advisors.
This town was especially fortunate in that respect. The first four
pastorates, those of Fiske, Clarke, Stoddard and Bridge, embraced
a period of 137 years. No stronger evidence could be given of
the good sense of these men and their strong hold upon the affections
of their people than to say that during all this period, when
religious controversies were so common, many churches being
split in twain over what seem to us trivial doctrinal questions, no
church council was ever called to settle any differences, in this
town, between pastor and people. Differences, to be sure, they
had, but they were all settled amicably between themselves, and
each of the four first ministers remained and served the church
and community until death severed the connection.

The Rev. John Fiske came to this country from England in
1637 bringing a letter of introduction from Robt. Ryece to Gov.
John Winthrop, which read as follows:

To the woorshipfull his moste respected good ffrinde Mr
Jghn Wrinthrope esqr. at his house at Boston in New England give
these.

Sir,—This bearer, Mr. Fyske, being one every waye so pious
& religeous, needes not my comendations of hym, but the malignitie
of the tymes, removinge hym with sondry others of his profession
into your partes, hathe required this shorte wrytinge of mee, in
his behalfe, that what employment you can procure hym I may
be thankefull vnto you for it. Hee is a graduate, & havinge
preached mooche, seinge the danger of the tymes, he changed
his profession of divinitie into phisicke. wherein he hath now
laste warde employed hym selfe. He is a good schollar & an
honeste man. pray pardon my abrupte & sooddeyne writinge.
I can stay no longer. but after the true remembrance of my best
respecte vnto you. I take my leave this 19 of Apryll. 1637, and
do remayne

Yours euery wayes mooche bownde
Robte. Ryece.*

This letter was endorsed on the back by Gov. Winthrop:
**Mr. Ryece per Mr. Fiske.”

#Coll. Mass. Historical Soclety. Firat Series, Vol. VI.
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Mr. Piske was not only beloved by the people among whom
he labored but he was held in high esteem by his contemporaries
as appears from a biographical account of him by Cotton Mather
from which the following is taken. [Magnalia, Vol. 1, p. 430.]

““Among the first preachers and writers, which rendered the
primitive times of New England happy, there was one who might
likewise be called a beloved physician; one of whom there might
also be given the eulogy, which the ancients think was given
to Luke, a brother whose praise was in the gospel throughout
all churches.

This was Mr. John Fisk.

Mr. John Fisk was born in the parish of St. James * * *
in the county of Suffolk, about the year 1601, of pious and worthy
parents, yea, of grand-parents, and great grand-parents, eminent
- for zeal in the true religion. There were six brothers in the
infamous reign of Queen Mary, whereof three were Papists, and
three were Protestants, I may say, Puritans; and of the latter
(whereof none were owned by the former) two were sorely perse-
cuted. For one of these brethren, the pursevant, having a kind-
ness, gave him a private and previous notice of his coming with
an order to seize him: whereupon the good man, first called his
family to prayer, hastned away to hide himself in a ditch, with
his godly wife, which had a sucking child at her breast. The
pursevant being near at hand, a thorn in the hedge gave such
a mark to the child’s face, as never went out; whereat the child
beginning to roar, the mother presently clapt it to the breast,
whereby it was quieted at once, and there was no discovery then,
or after, made of these confessors. Another of these brethren,
from whom our Fisk was descended, was then (to avoid burning)
hid many months in a wood-pile; and afterwards, for half a year
in a cellar, where he diligently employed himself in profitable
manufactures, by candle light, after such a manner as to remain
likewise undiscovered; but his many hardships brought that
excessive bleeding upon him, that shortened his days, and added
unto the cry of the souls under the altar.

Our John was the eldest of four children, all of whom after-
wards came to New-England with him, and left a posterity, with
whom God established his holy covenant. His parents having
devoted him unto the service of the Lord Jesus Christ, they sent
him first unto a grammar school, two miles from the place of
their abode, whither his diligent soul was instead of wings, every
day to carry him.

His education at the school, having fitted him for the
university, he went unto Cambridge, where he was admitted,
into (as I think) Immanuel College, in which he resided, until
he became a graduate. Some time after this, being both by art
and by heart, well prepared for it, he applied himself unto the
work to which he had been devoted; namely, the preaching of
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the gospel; but the silencers grew so hard upon him for his non-
conformity, that upon the advice of his friends, he set himself
to study physick, and upon a thorough examination, he obtained
a licence for public practice. When he was about eight and
twenty years of age, he married a vertuous young gentlewoman
[Anne Gipps]; several hundreds of pounds of whose patrimony
were denied her upon the displeasure of her father, at her coming
to New-England.

But upon the death of his father, who had committed unto
him the care of his mother and two sisters, and his youngest
brother, he thought it his duty to remove into New England,
where he saw an opportunity of returning unto the quiet exercise
of his ministry. He, and that excellent man Mr. John Allin,
came aboard in disguise, to avoid the fury of their persecutors;
but after they were past the Lands-End, they entertained the
passengers with two sermons every day, besides other agreeable
devotions, which filled the voyage with so much of religion, that
one of the passengers being examined about his going to divert
himself with a hook and line, on the Lords-day, he protested,
that he did not know when the Lord’s day was; he thought every
day was a sabbath day; for, he said, they did nothing but pray
and preach all the week long.

Mr. Fisk arrived at New England in the year 1637. * * *
His aged mother died quickly after he came aboard, and his only
infant quickly after he came ashore. * * * He came well
stocked with servants, and all sorts of tools for husbandry and
carpentry, and with provisions to support his family in a wilderness
for three years together; out of which, he charitably lent a
considerable quantity to the country, which he then found in
the distresses of a war with the Pequot-Indians. He now
sojourned about three years at Salem where he was both a preacher
to the church and a tutor unto divers young scholars (whereof
the well-known Sir George Downing was one) as he was afterwards
unto his own children, when the want of grammar-schools at hand
made it necessary. From thence he removed unto a place
adjoining thereunto, which is now called Wenham; where on
Oct. 8, 1644, a church was gathered, of which he continued the
pastor, in that place, for more than twice seven years; contented
with a very mean salary, and consuming his own fair estate for
the welfare of the new plantation.

About the year 1656, he removed with the major part of his
church to another new town, called Chelmsford; and there he
spent the remainder of his days.

Twenty years did he shine in the golden candlestick of
Chelmsford: a plain but an able painful, and useful preacher
of the gospel; rarely if ever, by sickness hindered from the exercise
of his ministry. * * * Thus our Mr. Fisk, now superseded
his care and skill of dispensing medicines for the body, by doing
it for the soul..
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But although he did in his ministry, go through an exposition
of almost all the scriptures in both Testaments, and unto his
Lord’s day sermons, added a monthly lecture on the week day,
besides his discourses at the private meetings of the faithful,
and his exact and faithful cares to keep up church discipline yet
none of his labours were more considerable than his catechetical.
*# * * QOur Fisk therefore did by most laborious catechising,
endeavor to know the state of his flock, and make it good: and
hence, although he did himself compose and publish a most useful
catechism which he entitled, The Olive Plant Watered; yet he
chose the assembly’s catechism for his public expositions where-
with he twice went over it, in discourses before his afternoon
sermons on the sabba

Mr. Fiske had six children. The first was horn in England
and, as Mather mentioned, died soon after reaching this country.
The births of the others, as recorded by himself in his note book
or church record, were as follows:

The Children of John & Anna Fiske Born in N. E.

1638 John. borne the 29th. of 6t
bapt. the 2d. of 7. Salem Mr Petrs [Peters]
Escaped a grte danger at wenha, in passing with
the streame vndr the mill wheele, when the mill
was a goeing. An. 1647. 6t. of 3d, at what time he
receid. (as twere) a new life. not a bone broke &c.

1640 Sarah. borne 24. of 5t.

. bapt.26t.of 5. [ Salem. Mrpet

1642. Moses. borne 12 of 2d. at Wenha
bapt. 0- of 4t. at Salem* by mr Norice

1644 Anna. borne 15t. of 11th }

1645 baptised 2. of 1st. (the 1st. child bapt at | Wenham

1646. Eli-ezer. borne 8t. of 12th.

bapt. 15. of 12. Wenham.
he Deceased 16. of 10. 49.)

1671. the sd. Anne Fiske wife to the sd. Jno. ffiske haueing liued
with him about 37. yeers. deceased 14. of 12th. mo. at
Chelmsford.

1672. Elizabeth Hinksman [widow of Edmund] marryed to the
sd. Jno. ffiske 1. of 6. mo. at Chelmsford. * * *

Mr. Fiske kept a record from the year 1637 to 1675, about
eighteen months before his death. It relates almost wholly to
church matters. Mr. Allen, in writing his history of Chelmsford,
evidently did not have access to this valuable record, as he does not
mention it or make use of the information it contained. It
evidently strayed away from Chelmsford early, perhaps through
Mr. Fiske's youngest son, Rev. Moses Fiske of Braintree, who

*The date of this baptism is not clear. The record was made, probably, nt 8 later time, and
perhaps Mr. Fiske had forgotten the exact date. [Note by 8. A. n.]
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was executor of his father’s will, and inherited the property after
the death of his elder brother, John, without issue. Moses Fiske
had a son, Samuel, living in Salem, and it was there that the
late David Pulsifer of Boston unearthed this old record book.
He made a copy for the late Rev. Dr. Dexter of the Congre-
gationalist, which is in the Yale University Library. After the
sale of Mr. Pulsifer’s effects this record book came into the posses-
sion of Dr. Samuel A. Green of the Massachusetts Historical
Society. Dr. Green has copied such part of this record as is
deemed to be of historical interest, and published it in 1898, under
the title, “Extracts from the note book of The Rev. John Fiske,
1637-1675, with an Introduction by Samuel A. Green.”

The quotations, with one or two exceptions that I have used
are from the published extracts. There are but few who would
be able to read the original: as Dr. Green says in his Introduction,
“*The handwriting is very hard to read, and contains many abbre-
viations and nondescript characters which it is impossible to
represent in type.”

The town made generous gifts of land to Mr. Fiske and his
son, John, who reached his majority soon after coming to Chelms-
ford, granting much more than that promised in 1654.

The town also set apart a tract of land called the ministry
land, for the benefit of the church and minister. This was the
land now known as the Bussell place upon which Rev. Hezekiah
Packard built, during his ministry, the fine old colonial house
now standing.

The following is the record of this grant as it appears in the
second book of records, page 25 and page 34 of the copy made in
1892.

The 31 of May 1679 by the Townes Gifte and order was laid
out to the Ministry and for that only vse for euer in Chelmsford
to say thirtey Acers of vpland and swampe bee it more or les
and is bownded East by the high way to the training Feild south
vp on a great Rock North by the land of mr Conelias Walldow
With a straite line to a stake with a heape of stones aboute it
which is a westerly Corner of John bates his land and so of a
Straite line to a pine neare stoney brooke path—North west
bownded vpon the towne Common vpland to a black oake and
From thence [ ] straite line to a Red oake Neare the land
that was giuen by the towne to mr Fiske and his sonne John
Fiske and From thence to a great Rock southerly all waies prouided
ther bee a sofitient Carte way left beetwine the land of the Aboue
sayd Fiske and the fore mentioned land; which way is to bee
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Foure polles in bredth in wittnes heare vnto wee the Commity
Aponted to Actte hear in haue seett to our hands the day and
yeare aboue sayd

William vnderwood
John Fiske
Commity

This aboue is a trew Record and

Approued by the selectt men as

wittnes my. hand Samell Adams
23 June 1679 Clerke

The cart way mentioned in this description was what was
known as ““The Lane’” until, by vote of the town it was named
Bridge street in memory of Rev. Ebenezer Bridge, pastor of the
church (1741-1792).

In the description of Mr. Fiske’s land, opposite the ministry,
the “Pound” is mentioned. This was a small enclosure sur-
rounded by a high stone wall. The wall was removed and the
land taken into the highway some ten years ago* when Bridge
street was widened and improved. Mr. Fiske’s land extended
down to the cemetery.

Formerly there were several families of colored people living
on the lane. Peter Fields and his little one story cottage, where
Mr. Daniel Haley’s house stands, are still remembered by the
older people.

MEETING HOUSE.

The town records contain no vote relative to the building of
the first Meeting House, so that no description of the building
has come down to us or any statement of the time when it was
built. Mr Allent says ‘““The third public meeting was dated
month 11, day 16. 1655 and, agreeable to a former vote, holden
at the meeting house.”

“How and by whom the first meeting house was built’ he
says ‘‘are facts yet to be ascertained. There appears to be a
tradition} that Samuel and Thomas Adams were at the principal
expense of erecting this house. But the town records contain no
information relative to it. It stood at the south west corner of
'ﬁmzm plt stood just west of the N. W. Corner of the Cemetery.

is inti mud in a letter from the late President Adams of Qumuy to Wm. Adams,
Esq., requesting to know who built the first meeting house and mills
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the present house. It was built in the year preceding the erection
of Mr. Adams’ saw-mill 1656 and in all probability was made of
logs, hewed and locked together.”

I do not agree with Allen’s conclusions upon either of the
three points just mentioned.

The vote of March 1, 1655, that future town meetings should
be held at the meeting house plainly indicates an intention to
have a meeting house, but there is reason to believe that their
hopes were not realized that year.

In the record of the third town meeting, to which Allen refers,
the place of meeting is not mentioned.

The best evidence obtainable would indicate that the meeting
house was not built for several years, probably in 1659 or 60. The
first mention of the meeting house in Mr. Fiske's record is, inci-
dentally, in specifying the duties of church officers when Thos.
Henchman and Henry Farwell were chosen deacons, at a church
meeting “16 of 9 [16]60. * * * SoBr. Hinksman was to keep
the box, booke & acconts of constitution. Br Kemp to pvide the
bread & the wine, & Bro. Farwl. to take the charge of the linen

& pewter &c.

this day Br. Abr. parkr was chosen in Br. Nuttings place,
to take care of the clensing the meeting house that it be kept in
a desent posture & of the hower [hour] glasse, Cushion &c. For
a yeere. [In margin] He refusing attend Br. Bia [Geo. Byam]
was chosen & acceptd” This would indicate that they now had
a meeting house and proposed to have it decently cared for.

The only light which the town records shed upon this question
is in the action taken to provide for the payment for the building.
From the large sums, over £264, from 1659 to 1663, raised for that
purpose, not including the sum of £46-8 raised to pay Saml.
Adams in 1659—the tradition that one or two individuals were
at the main expense of erecting the building would seem to be
exploded. And, as there was a saw mill in town in aid of which
a large tract of land had been granted, the people would not be
likely to construct their meeting house of logs. The building
was sufficiently substantial and commodious to answer the needs
of the town for fifty years.

The town record showing the amounts that the town was
assessing upon the inhabitants for various purposes during the
years in which the meeting house was being paid for is sufficiently
instructive to be given in full.
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A List of the disbursements Leuied by rate in this
Toune of Chelmsford from the first of the first month
% and the names of the persons to home they

ware Comited:

A rate for the paiment for A drum to

Henry Farwell . . 3-5-0
the Country rate for yt yeare was wth an
addition of halfe .. 14-6-00%
A rate to pay mr Samuell Addams . . 46-8-0
to A County rate . . .. 2-74
to Joseph Parker Constable® 66443
A rate for the Toune house to meet in . 22-2-6
A Country rate Colledg & Law books 14-1-0
A rate for a toune stock of amunition . 13-6-0
A County rate and for A presentment 2-86
Roberd Proctor Constable 51-18-00
A Countery rate wth an addition & to ye
Colledg . . 17-17-8
A Toune rate for glass and other dues
fromyetoune . . . . . . 15-1-8
James Hilldereth Constable 32-19-4

A Countery rate wth an addition and
Colledg . . 19-19-3
A rate for the meetmg house for ye Toune 100—8—00

Thomas Chamberline Constable 120—7—3
A rate for the meetinghouse . . . 100-00-00
tothe Countery& Colledg . . . 19-8-05%
A Toune rate for ye meetmg house Cartmg
& other dues . . 27-1-11

John Burge Constable* . . . 146-11-4}

After the removal of Rev. Mr. Fiske and his brethren from
Wenham to Chelmsford those members remaining in Wenham
retained their connection with the church, now the church of
Chelmsford, and still looked to Mr. Fiske for spiritual guidance.
This appears from a letter written by Mr. Fiske to the Wenham
*Second Book, Town Records, original, p. 1890, Copy of 1882, p. 118.
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brethren, as copied from the Fiske record by the late David
Pulsifer of Boston. Only so much of the letter is here given as
shows the relation of the Wenham members to this church an
the objects of the letter. .

FROM FISKE RECORD.

“The Copy of ye Churchs Answer to ye Lrs. from or brethren
of Wenham Dated 31 of 1. 59.

To our beloved Brethren of ye Church at Chelmsford resident in

Wenham.
Grace mercy & Peace be multiplyed by Jesus Christ.

Brethren Beloved in our Lord
We receiued of late Letters from you by our Bro: Byam
whereby you expresse yor desire of our present approbation
counsell & prayers in Order to ye Erecting of a Church, amongst
& of your selues, & to ye Calling an Officer to administer vnto
you, ye things of Christ: manifesting yor hopes of Enjoying Mr
Newman in that worke & function: & afterward (when you
shalbe fully resolved of this) that accordingly we would condescend
to yeeld you Letters of dismission to ye worke of God * * *
* % * =+ * * And though we cannot but greately
approue of yor prudence in not determining that matter, or
desiring Letters of dismission from vs to that worke, before you
haue recejved a full Answer from Mr Newman in ye case wch
if we vnderstand be once giuen, according to your desire expressed,
so as he shall both joyne wth you in gathering a Church, &
vndertake office amongst you * * you shall not need
question a readiness & surenes on our parts to graunt you Letters
of dismission, yea & our hearts & prayers shall goe along wth
them for his gracious presence & blessing to be voutchsaffed in
Jesus Christ. So desiring ye God of all Grace to make you
perfect, stablish strengthen settle you in his owne holy Truthes
& waies, we take our leave at present, & rest.

Chelmsford Yor Loueing Br.
24 of 2d in ye bonds of ye Gospel
59 Jo: fliske
in ye name & with ye consent
of ye Church

Rev. Antipas Newman was ordained at Wenham, Dec. 8, 1663,
a new meeting house having been built that year.

Mr. Fiske prepared a Catechism for the instruction of the
young people of his flock, which was printed at the expense of
the church in 1657. Copies of this little work are now exceedingly
rare, probably not more than one or two remain in existence. One
specimen was contained in the library of the late George Livermore
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of Cambridge, which was bought by the Lenox Library, of New
York, for $106, at the auction sale of the Livermore collection.
It was entitled ‘“The Watering of the Olive Plant in Christs Garden
or A Short Catechism for the first Entrance of our Chelmesford
Children.”

The address “To the Church & Congregation at Chelmsford,
Grace & Peace, through Jesus Christ,” is as follows*:—

“Beloved, What is here presented to Public view is yours:
for looking to the poor-Penman, as Relating to you: to the external
moving Cause, as arising firstly & freely from you, to the End
& use as centering in you, to the reason of the Publishing thereof,
as resting with you, and the care and costs, as to that end expended
by you: It must not otherwise be determined but YOURS.
Which being so, you have saved me the labour, of prefacing on
behalfe, either of this so necessary & fruitfull an exercise of
Catechising, or of this present draught: or of publishing it. The
present encumbrances of our new-begining you know to have
declined me till of late. from the former. and mine own inabilities
much more from the latter, as being rather desirous to have made
use of some others labours that way, or at least-wise to have
acted mine own feeble apprehensions in a more private manner
amongst our selves. But God hath moved your minds, first to
see, and seeing to cause, as it must be as it is. I shall add only
a word or two touching use; 1. The Scripture quotations in
the margent, are so severed by those distinct marks as it is not
hard to discern to which answer they pertayn. 2. They are
orderly set down (for the generall) as they relate to the severall
sentences or parts in the answers. 3. Where more than one,
are mentioned to the same purpose, it is not without special
cause, and may serve for help of memory, when we may have
occasion to branch out such a subject, into its particulars. 4.
Profitably you may reduce Promises to their proper heads in the
Lords Prayer, and Dutyes or faylings to their proper places in
the Decalogue. As for the annexing of these with the Doctrine
of the Sacraments, by way of Appendix. It is because the same
will more suit with such capacities as are allready entered, then
such as are but in their enterance. I say no more but this. If
now you & yours, (as is hoped) shall gain any Spiritual fruit by
these poor weak Travells of mine. I have my desire: and no
small encouragement, in the midst of many wilderness-discourage-
ments.

To His Blessing therefore I commit both you & yours, who
is the God of all Blessing: and Rest

Yours in the Lord
John Fiske
Chelmesford this
25 of 1. mo: 1657.”

¢*Early New England Catechisms by Wilberforoe Eames.
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Mr. Allen says (p. 124), *“This little work is moderate in its
doctrines, catholic in its spirit.”” The conclusion, however, would
not be warranted from this that it taught any milder Calvanistic
doctrines than the generality of New England churches at that
time.

The Puritan theocracy was still in force during Mr. Fiske's
pastorate. Our Puritan ancestors who had escaped from religious
persecution in England, proposed to avoid religious dissensions
in their new home by founding a commonwealth to be composed
of a united body of believers. The Cambridge Platform had
been adopted in 1648, defining the creed and powers of the clergy.
This was laid before the congregations and adopted by them.
And the General Court had already in 1646 enacted a law
for the banishment of heretics, prefaced by the declaration:
“Although no Humane [human] power be Lord over the
Faith and Consciences of men, yet because such as bring in
damnable Heresies, tending to the subversion of the Christian
Faith, and destruction of the Souls of men ought duely to be
restrained from such notorious impieties”

[“Laws and Liberties of Massachusetts Colony,” 1672, p. 58.]

The Fiske Record gives some facts relative to the publication
of the Catechism and the methods adopted by the church for

catechising the children, viz.:

“& togethr heerewithal in the 4 place of the refusall (as we
vnderstood% to disburse their pportion to the Catech. printing,
wch the Ch: stands engaged to see satisfyed. * * * [From
a letter written to Esdras Read, under date of January 31, 1657-8,
and copied into the Note-book]

23 of 10 58 Voted by the Church that the 33 shs 9 d wch
the Church stood engaged to see pd. to Br. James Parker for the
Catechises should be for prsnt lent to him out of the Church
stock. & if light app hrafte [appear hereafter] to the Church
where it lies behind, to be taken in to the deacos hand on the
accont of the catechizes in lew of this loan if not light, then this
pte of the Church stock to be here levyed in his ha.nds as assignd
to the discharge of this debt of the Church. * *

6 of 12 64 A Church meeting Catechisin Agreed by the
Church. that the sa course of catechizg of ‘undere 16. yeers
old. be attended at the house of the pasto. viz. for mayds the
day afte the Lecture, & for youths the 2d. day of the weeke
following the lecture.

It [em] That for all yong men aboue 16. yeers old, vnmarryd.
That it be moved, who will voluntarily app to giue in their Names
to Answr in publick. & for such as shall decline: if Children of
the Church. that the Church shall see that they attend to be
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catechisd by the pasto in his House upon the 2d. day of the week
monthly afte the lecture at the usual time, of meeting (viz. aboute
3 of the clock in aftrnoone & if they shall negl. to come on one
day, to bring as much the next time, as may pportion the Time.

This votd.
That we begin the worke in publ. aboute the begining of

2d. month
The Catechases to be dd out by Bro. Kemp at 6d. p peece.

* & %

30 of 4. 69 The Church mett * * *
After this. It was pposed the way of Catechising fro house

to house.
& the yong or vnmarried psos to meet at so one house of 4 or

5, the maryed to be visitd in their owne houses”

Of the six members of the church, who came with Mr. Fiske
from Wenham, two of them, Richard Goldsmith and Austin
Killam, soon returned to Wenham, where the former was killed
by lightning in 1655 and the latter died in 1667. Esdras Read
also withdrew from the church and went to Boston where he
lived during the remainder of his life.

There were others, however, who came with, or very soon
after, Mr. Fiske, but who presumably were not members of the
church as their names do not appear in the Fiske record. One
of these was John Shepley, who sold in 1655 to William Fiske
(brother of the minister) ‘a dwelling house in Wenham and land,
“butting with a bound tree by the mill & so running up to the
meeting-house*.” And in 1656 the names of ‘“Sister Shipley’s”
children were recorded on the church book at Chelmsford.

Dea. Cornelius Waldo, who, Allen says, came with the Fiske
company, did not come for ten years. He was from Ipswich,
where there is evidence of his living till 1665.

In June, 1656, there were nine additional members received
into the church. The record of the meeting is as follows:

Vpon 11. of 4. 56. a publick gnal [general] fast
In the close of the day was the Church Covt. renewed repeated
& voted by the Brethren.
It [em] there were received into or covt. pfessing their willing-
ness to owne that or covt. as had ben exprssed
11 William Fletcher dismissed
1 Bro: Adams his wife fro the church Mary Adams
2 Bro. Vndrwoods wife of Concord Sara Vndrwood
3 Anna Butterfield the wife of Bro: Butterfeild
4 Mary Chamberlin the wife of Bro: Tho: Chamblin
5 Mary Lernett the wife of Bro: Isaack Lernet

$Essex Reg. Doods, 8o. Dist., Vol. 1, Leaf 27.
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Mary Thompso the wife of Bro: Symo Thoson

Rose parker the wife of Bro: Abra Parker

Margaret Parker, the wife of Joseph parker

Mary Chamberlin, the wife of Edmond chamblin dismissed
to us fro the Church of Ooburne.

Edmond Chamblin the so [son] of the 1. sd. Mary Chamblin
baptised 29 of 4 56. This d. [ay] the Lo [rd’s]: supp [er] &
here coicated [communicated] with vs. Rob. Proctor of

Concord

Ao Fasty "} of coburn [Woburn

Wm. Baker of the Church of charlestowne

The church was for some time exercised over the question
as to the relation which the children of the church members
should sustain to the church. At a meeting ‘‘1 of 11. 56 [Jan. 1.
1657]” a set of propositions were adopted determining such
relations, the third clause of which was:

3 That the Children of Church members, vnder the age
of 14 or 15. y. when there pnts [parents] tooke the Covt. are
included in there pnts Covt. & to be reputed members, & conse-
quently to be baptised, not haueing ben before Baptised.

This question having been disposed of the “Brethren prsented
their childr, names & Ages,” and then follow the names and ages
of 75 children belonging to 17 families.

The action of the church in the case of Mr. Fiske's son,
Moses, who had been prepared for college by his father at the
age of sixteen years, shows the zealous care which the church
exercised over its members. :

“12 of 7 58. This day Moses Fiske, being suddenly to depte
to the Colledge was called forth before the Church: & owned thr
his followeth Covt. in the face of the Church, psonally in covt.
engaging himself to the Church. & the Church to him, as in the
forme as followes”

The covenant follows and also the copy of a long letter
addressed to the Church of Cambridge commending the young
man to their brotherly care and watchfulness.

The control exercised by the church over its members often
affected their temporal interests. Personal interests must give
way to those of the church, when they conflicted. This is shown
in the case of James Parker, James Fiske, and John Nutting, who
desired to withdraw from the church and remove to Groton.
Before they could obtain their dismission from the church they
were required to appear and present satisfactory reasons for their
withdrawal. The meeting to consider the matter was held

CWONSD
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“9 of 9 [16) 61 On this day, the 3 bre: Ja: parker, Ja: Riske,
Jon Nutting ppounded to the Church. That they haueing some
thoughts and inclinations to a Remoue, desired to ppound it to
the Church, that (as they may see God to make way for them)
they may haue the Churches loueing leaue so to doe, & their
prayers for them, for a blessing of God upo there vndertakeings.

Some discussion followed over the matter, brother Adams
saying, ‘‘they saw a call of God leading them to this place & if
they apprehended a call of God away, twas ney [necessary] they
should giue an accont to the church of their call hence”

DISMISSED TO GROTON.

Being called upon by the pastor ‘‘to approue their grounds.”
Brother Parker “stepping up to speak, * * * sd. that he
for his pte [part] owned that God had a hand in bringing him
hither: & he hoped he should see the sa [same] ouruling hand of
his, in his Remoue & as to their grounds, tis not their desire to
expresse them in ptic, [particular] vnlese it shall be pticularly
desired & urged Onely in gnal [general] that it is bec. of sevral
things prese upo their spits [pressing upon their spirits] as in
refference to Church Administration, & so [some] uncomfortable
differences, as they all know are wonted to arise abt the sa
[sacrament]; & added, yt if he could enjoy all ordin: or Adminis-
tration, as according to Rule, as he apprhended, he for his pte
would not remoue

Br. Fiske ppsed his assent. & added, yt as his ends of coming
were wel knowne to God, & in so measure to the church, so it
would be no smale thing that should moue him to a Remoue’’

More discussion followed in which the rules of church govern-
ment were argued, and action was deferred to a future meeting,
at which brother Nutting called attention to his situation as
follows:

“Br. Nutting pposed one ground further in r of his one ptic.
viz. the inconveniences of his prsent situation & that he could
not help himself. for in remoueing to his remote accommodations,
haueing sevral smale childr, he should much deprue himself or
wife of the ordin: [ordinances] by that means, & sought rather the
settling himself comfortably for the outward man nigh to the
meeting house.”

At this time no church had been organized at Groton, but
in 1665 the families of James Parker, Joseph Parker, James
Fiske, and John Nutting were dismissed to the church at Groton.

James Parker became the leading man of that town, where
he lived to a good old age. Joseph, his brother, was a large
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landowner and ‘‘the ancestor of the most numerous branches
of the Parker families in Groton and its vicinity.” John Nutting
was killed by the Indians when Groton was attacked and destroyed,
March 13, 1676, and James Parker and family were obliged to
seek an asylum among his old neighbors in Chelmsford, where
he remained for several years.

EXTENSION.

Only the year following the incorporation of the town we
find the people petitioning for an extension of their grant. They
had found some parts of the land granted them stony and other
parts barren, so that they had been constrained to set their
habitations near the northeast corner of their town bounds as
they alleged, ‘‘wheare wee haue no outlett for our Cattell to feed
on"

To understand the situation as they represented it, it is
necessary to consider the town lines as they then existed, including,
as they did, the present town of Westford and a large part of
Carlisle, and as the north line did not extend as far north as the
present village of North Chelmsford, it will be seen that what
is now the center of the town, where the meeting house stood,
was the northeast section of the town.

That they found scanty pasturage over such a large tract
while it was occupied by only twenty or thirty families was owing,
of course, to the condition of the wilderness as they had found it
and before they had cleared up land for cultivation. The land
being covered by forest except on the meadows which skirted
the streams or where Indian fires had destroyed the timber, it
required a long range over which the cattle must roam to find
sustenance.

Their petition is as follows:

“7th 3 mo., 1656.

“The humbell petition of the inhabitants of Chemsford
sheweth that wheareas this honoured Courtt hath fformerly
giuen them a sertayn tractt of land which we thankefuly acsept
of, and wee thought it to haue binn sofitient and Conuenient for
a plantatyon, but by reason of the stonines of sum part and the
barones of another part there of, we weare Constrained to set off
our habitatyons on one corner of our bounds which was only
Conuenient for that vse, and so wee have vnauoidably put our
selues vp on straights because now our setuation is neare vpon
our north east line, wheare wee haue no outlett for our Cattell
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to feed on, may it please, therefore, this honoured Courtt to take
this our Condityon in to Consideratyon, and to graunt a small
parsill of land from our north east line downe to merimack Rieur,
and so bownd us by the sayd Riuer aboutt three mills, and so to
run vp on a south west line so as that wee woold nott bee any
hindrance to grauton plantatyon: May it please this honoured
Courtt to graunt this our petytion how euer your petisionors
will Continualy Remayne praying for a blesing vpon all your

waity affaires.
“Isack lerned,

““Thomas Addams,

“Jo ffiske: “Simon Tompson,
““Edward Spaulding,
‘‘Beniamin buterfild,
“William fletcher
‘“‘william vnderwood, -

“in the name & on the Behalfe of ye Towne.
[Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 112, p. 80.]

The Apostle Eliot, with an ever watchful care for the interests
of his Indian charges, had petitioned the court for an extension
of their grant. The court granted both petitions but not in a
manner calculated to promote harmony between the Indians
and their white neighbors. They gave to the Indians a tract a
mile in length lying between the Merrimack river and Chelmsford
(Chelmsford did not then extend to the river at any point). It
corresponded to what is now Middlesex village, from Black brook
westward. The Indian name of this tract was Neahambeak as
appears from a deed of land upon Black brook, from ‘‘Wanalanset
the only Sonne surviving of old Passaconaway, deceased, who was
the great and chiefe Sachem upon Merimack River’” to Thomas
Henchman in 1685. And a much larger tract was given to
Chelmsford and the Indians jointly. This tract took in what is
now North Chelmsford and the northern section of Westford.
Both these grants are indicated on the plan by dotted lines, the
smaller one marked *Joe Sagamore” being the Indian grant.

[See Vol. III, p. 408, printed Records Massachusetts Bay.]

The following is the answer of the Court:

“In Answer to this Peticon and Allso that part of mr. Eliot's
Peticon respecting An Jnlargement of land, vpon Conference
with the Comittee who layd out the bounds of Chelmsford and
perusal of a descripcon of A plott of the sayd plantacons and
Allso of the Track of land now by both parts Peticoned for:
Wee Apprehend it requisite that the Indian grant be extended A
mile from the North East Angle or corner bound of Chelmsford
Abutting on Merrimack and Patucket Eastward, taking in John
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Sagamor’s planting ground. And the end of the said mile to
determine the Indain plantacon. And for the rest of the land on
behalf of both towns—Peticoned for, that Chelmsford South and
North line Abutting on Tadmuck, be extended from the North-
weast Angle or Corner three Miles north: so as it pass not
Merrimack riuer. And from thence to run A parralell line, with
the East and west line of Chelmsford, vntill it meete with Meri-
mack Riuver. And that the whole Track of land so taken in, be
and remayne in Comunitie vnto the Towns of Chelmsford and
the Indian Town called Patuckett for all vses.

“‘21th 3 mo 1656. “DaANIEL GOOKIN,
“Josepn HiLLs,
“JoBRN WISWALL.

“The Deputyes apé)rove of the returne of the Comittee in
answer to this petition desiringe the consent of or honord magists

hereto,
“WiLLiAM ToORREY, Cleric.

“Consented to by ye magists, = EpwARD RAWSsON, Secrety.’’
[Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 112, p. 80.]

This joint ownership plan did not prove satisfactory, and we
find the Court again appealed to in 1660, and it confirmed an
agreement between the whites and Indians, by which Chelmsford
got that large section that had been given to them and the Indians
jointly, and the Indians were given a small strip of land bordering
their grant, which had belonged to Chelmsford.

As was usual in such transactions, the whites got a good
deal and the Indians got a little.

The line as then established between the Indians and Chelms-
ford, would appear from the description to correspond very nearly
to the line of the old Middlesex canal as far, perhaps, as where
the canal crossed the River Meadow brook.

The following is the decree of the Court. [Massachusetts
Records, Vol. 4, p. 430.] :

1660 31 MAY EXCHANG OF LAND BETWENE YE INDIANS &
CHELMSFORD.

To all people to whom this present writing shall come to be
seene or read.

Whereas the honnored Gennerall Court of the Massachusetts
was pleased of their free beneficence & bounty to graunt vnto
the Indians of Patucket a parcell of land adjoyning to the bounds
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of Chelmsford plantation, the scittuation whereof being by
experience found to be prejudiciall vnto the mutuall peace of
the sajd plantations,—now, this wittnesseth that the Indian
inhabitants of the abouesajd plantation, wth the consent and
approbation of the Reuerend Mr. John Elliott, Sen, haue coue-
nanted and agreed to make an exchange of land wth the inhabitants
of Chelmsford, in manner following. vizt: tat the partition &
dividing ljne betweene the sajd English & Indian plantation
shall beginn at the Great Swampe, the sajd swampe being left
wthin the bounds of Chemsford, excepting only about tenn foote
in bredth, and from thence the ljne to be continued by the marked
trees, as the former comittee sett out the same, vntill it reacheth
Merremacke Ruier; and all the land lying on the northeast side
of the sajd ljne, formerly belonging to Chelmsford, shall henceforth
be the propper right & to the sole vse of the sajd Indian plantation;
and all the land on the southwest side of the sajd ljne, excepting
only what is hereafter graunted vnto James Parker, whither of
the Indians old or new graunt, & euery parte thereof, shall foreuer
be & remajn the proper right & to the sole use of the inhabitants
of Chelmsford.

And Whereas there is a parcell of land lying & being at the
west end of the Indians graunt, wch is not wthin the bounds
(of either plantation) as aboue exprest, this wittnesseth that the
sajd parcell of land, be it more or lesse, is, by the free consent
of both the abouesajd plantations, given, graunted, & alienated
vnto James Parker, of Chemsford, abouesajd, for and in con-
sideration of his great pajnes and costs wch he hath necessarily
expended in setling the bounds, as aboue is expressed, betweene
the abouesajd plantations, to haue & to hold the sajd parcell
of land, wth all the appurtenances thereof, vnto him, the sajd
James Parker, his heirs and assignes for euer, to his and theire
only propper vse & behoofe. And to the true performance of
the aboue named exchange & graunt, mutually made by &
betweene the sajd plantations, and also theire joinct graunt and

guift vnto the sajd James Parker, on condicons & in manner -

aboue expressed, both the sajd plantations doe hereby respectively
bind themselves, theire heires, execcutors, & administrators,
each to other & joinctly, to the sajd James Parker, his heires &
assignes, firmly by these presents; in wittnes whereof these
whose names are subscribed as the deputjes & lawfull trustees<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>